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RE AS ONER  FAMILY 


SOME   OF  THE   ANCESTRY  AND   OTHER   RELATIVES   OF 
JOHN  STOUT   RE AS ONER 

OREGON  PIONEER  MINISTER 


TYPED  FROM  FAMILY  RECORDS  OF  THE  RE AS ONER  FAMILIES 
BY  MRS.  HARRY  I.  HIDAY 


YJIMAq 


'WlTAja[>i 

'TaH08Aa,-{    TOOTP,   MHOL 


?::"  .:t  'rv  OF  ^';:;:j'  .i:,  }■.'..;•  ..:h,  tm:l)  :,  \     ■•  ?;-  r, 

Sr»:    'H^  NICHOIAS  I. 

•-<:', J..';iN  R^SJl'iR,   born  April  27,   1770     Restavor  Twp,  liVestmorland   Co,  i^,     died  Jen 
25th  1844—  buried,    '^lizahethtovn  Cenatory,  near  he-rtford  City  Indifma. 

Tr    1794     bo  ruvrrl  ed 
li.RY  y.lV  ,   bcm  Aur.   6,    1775,  Iveattrtver  T^to  Westnor.il'-r.d  Co.  P& ,   ,tho  dnugiiter  of 
Joseph  &;,d  tiry  (Bnnnfird)Hill.       SHo  died  Aug.   17,   1853  buried   ss-nc  place  as  ^enjpir.ln 
h'»r  h'Jsb'i'd.      14  crildren. 

Re-idenoe-  P:iiiabethtown,   I.loking  Twp.  aeo  6,    '•iBckford  Co.   Ind, 

Tho  fibcvB  nontionod  tA.ry  ITJll,  via3  d«u  of  Joseph,  a  Soldier  of  the  devolution  and 
g;r(^r;dd''ught«»r  of  Joseph  TJill     beligved  to  htva  been  v<.th  Rraddocks  'Expedition  aid  also 
a    soldier  of  the  Rev.     His  orit;inBl  nriae  was  probably  !;io)  elberg     (    see  Vol.   1,  Chfxpt. 
7   '^     5>hfi  was  a  nieoe  of  Mary  Hill  vho  nf.rried   C&'.por  (ieyor  f-r  li  a    sister   nf  ctephen  Hill 
who  r/irried  Sfxrah  Pearioiier,    the  s'stor   of  har  huBbnad,noajanin.     For   sone  raasot:   Benjamin 
was  not   mentioned   in  the  '\". Census   of    1790  t  nd   unfortun  tely  the  ''lestravar    f/'p  portion 
of  thf?   180D  U.    .Conaijs   of  V/9:?tn.jr9L  nd  Co,  has   in  some  unaocountable  laanner  beoo-ne  lost. 

Th3  foUov.ing  are  records  o^  Rcr.janin*  s  n^.litrry  activity  in  ?« .   '  ef  ore  cominr  to 
Ohio; 

Pen..   6th   aeries  Vol.   IV  p'  ;r;e   172. 
Reasonor,   Ber.js  min— 'Ensign— Return   of  "Ulitia   Officers   elected   in  aid    for  the  Co.    of 
V  Hestacrelard,   ^oc   12,    1792     In  th ?  4th  Co.   of  InfRntry. 

^  1S86714 

^  pa,   6th    .leries     Vol,   T^''  p-.f;e  20ii 

'^  Refcsoner,  Benjanin     Lieut.     Return    of  Officers   of  fi  Ref^iinonts  of  Militia   of  'Aestnorelftnd 

p  Co.     a.   by  Ch<r-lrs  Campbell,    "aq.   'risiido  Inspector   of  Militia    of   said  Co. 

\  July  2,    17yS. 

A^  Pa.   6ih     eries  Vol.   IV  pf.,-9   209 

^    ReEsoner,    Penje-niin,   Lieut.      List    of  r.omr:\isai:nE    of   'fficers   in  tho  Militia    of  ".estnore- 

\  lard  Co.    1790  to   ir.l7—  Juno  2,    17:;3. 

7h 're   is   littl-.?   else  which  has  boar,  discovered  r.hich  tells   uf  his  autivities   in  Pn  . 
The   story  oi'  fa  .ily     igration  to  rhio  v;  i  11  be    ""ound    in  nore  detnil   in  the  ^h'-pror   of 
Peter  ''easoror.      John  \sa-.t    out  firsC   it:   180S  bind  Konry  followed    sh'-Kly  aftorvv'  rfl . 
.eter  went   out  with  Benjamin  in   1G04  to  spe:  d  tho  v/ir.ter  ar.d   in   lb05  h^^  returned  to  Pa, 
olosod  up  ell  the  ef  fa '  rs  a'd   with  ^en^?iain,  J-  oob,  Ilicl  olas,   ^olomon  a  d  fB  lily  of 
^  those  >.'ho  wei-e  narriod  returned  to  '  hio  a-d   settled   in  the  region  of  iRirtit  is  iv.>vt  >r«w 
^onoord,  Muski^gunCi*- (Ji-fUo  . 

^  ')n  Deo.   6,   1804     Bon^aoiin  TVef-soner    ete   tiio  lat  p€;yaienr  of  $16.00  cr   tho  !:.^, 

quarter   of     action  No.    II,   T  wn  !io.   1     Henf^e  5  160  /.ores  at   ^4.00  per  acre.     The 

final  pf.  ymont  was  -lado   on   Oo.t.  jfe,    1808   (ll,':,Departr3Bnt  of  t're  Interior  1/ nd  "ffine- 
Old   Record  Division,      Vol.   V  Zanosville  Military,   pa.-e  1264.   rinf.l  Certificate   177. 
source  of  information       Vol.  V  '"h^..p,   10) 


Vben  they  Game  to  Dhio  in  1804,  he  s-^nt  his  jtock  aoroas  by   land  aid  he  and  hio  wife 
a   d   tiioir  oh    Idren,   Joseph,    'Jnchel,   Peter  John  tind      tophen,   ca:ie  by  wi-cer   fron  Sro^vns- 
ville,   "^shii  -ton  Co.    Pa  a-zj    landed  at   ~ui.njvillo'^  ':;hio.        They  se^t  word  to  Johr  who 
was  already  settled   just   east   of  who -e  :Jow  Con^iord  n-nv  stt^ndf?  t<'\d  h.o  ca  le   ove"  '-rth  a 
vox^on  ,    d  :v.it   tli^vT  aaa  took:  ti.eia  baok  to  his  hone,     John  probably  h^d    ot.ly  2  roons  rt 
that  tiao,   but  thny  novod  in  with  hi^:  until  Benjamin  ooold  erect  so!ie  -■-'r+-     *'  r    s^^^lfor 
which  was  the  usur.l  custom  wner.  new  settlers  arrived. 


Vhllo  B9n>min  errivod  r?.thor   l-ite  in  the  .Spring,  vet  before  Juna   10th  he  had 
clear-ad   3  acres   ''o-  oorn  r.nd   by  Augunt  he  had   plfinted  eddltio-al  2  acres   of  turniDs. 
(Dr,  Oeyer's  Memoirs)  *^ 

The  records   of  the  r«r  of  1812,   in  thf.   offioes  of  t}  e  Adjutant  ^^neral  'J."./.rniy 
VJush^nijto     D.C,    show  Benjamin  as  e   Troluntoer: 

It oa sonar,   nenjemln,   Privnte,     C-y  pt,  J^  nea  nrown'3  To.  attached  to  the  Hi^ht. 
Ohio  Militia,  Mil  er»8     3  $6.66  per  month. 

ne£.8or.er,   nonjftaiin     (Miller's  *io  Militia. 

Dr.  -,9yer  nys  he  went  to  the  V,  r  of  1812  under  Col.   S-hane,    Tererra  Tun;,er  «nd  Gene^l 
Harrison  and  participated  in  the  9-  ttle  in  northwest ^--r:   nhlo,  y^hs-e  Chief  Split  Lor 
was  killed.     Durinc  the  Indian  f^G'n^ing.  a  rifle  buttet    struck  a   sooon  nonjanin  m.1 
Y^lTi'^l  ""  •''"*^''^  '''''*  injured  him  ir   such  a  way  as   to  render  him  1.  .le  th  s  r-st  of 

near  erd  w  Id  turkey  wo~e  so  plentiful  that  they  had  to  be  driven  ouf  of  the  fields  • 
to  save  the  crops.  Cn  or.e  of  hi,  hurt:..,,  trips,  whi.h  lasted  3  days,  he  shot  .nd  hunr 
up  25  d,er  In^a  region  northwe.st  of  th.e  Her-sorer  Sett^enert  -ith  this  «-.ipplv  of  .ame  ' 
ar:d  his  oorn  the  Reasonars  hf--   plenty  of  food    for   the  ls<    winter. 

Census  returns   of  Ohio, 

1820  'I.'i.Cer  3us  Muskln-f^um  Co.  Union  Twp  Ohio 

^^easoner,   Benjanin       2  under   lO/  w  les  3   under  10     femnles 

2;    lOto  16  2  10  to   16 

1      16  to   18    (?) 

3      IS  to  24  2        16  to  24 

1     0"er  45  1        24  to  45 

1830  U..  .Census  sa-.-'e  locality 

Rea sonar,  Henjamin     nales  f-i-Bles 

1  ?r:^-   n  to   IF,  1  fron   10  to   15 

2  20  to  SO  2      15  to   20 

1  from  50  to  60  1     from  50  to  60 


r...^;  .Tr  i.l'   ^^^'*"*^«'-   2     >'o.   352-7)"  Benjamin  Reasu.nsr-  is   oerha.-,s  «s  ..11 

squire  vt-.'h  offl„t  b  V?rr'-  '"  r"  ^^-1^««-1«^  «^-"  ^is  nei,hbo.s  selected  h 
n^vn^  1  !  ""   '*'''"'*^  ^^^''^'      ^^^  ^"  '^''^'•'"  "''"»  ^    ""tit   Jury  in  161 

Th.e  votine  piece  v«s  at  -.rren's  Tavern  on  the  old  Pew  Mace.  D  .rinR  the  I3 1  two  r  th 
t.r.s,  the  lr,w  did  n-t  allow  council  to  plead  a  case  before  a  Just  "^  but  ich^arty  h  , 
P  «oe"\Tlo"roinr"*      '^K.'"''  ''"^^""'*  '^^  "-«"i°na  ly  called  uoon  thr-Co^^';?  th! 

^.H  ,.  ^^«fV«^«/f*'  eftheringa  in  those  days  without  Khiskv  arc,    it  roqu^red  ro  other 
mduce.'ient  to  obt?>in  t).«  assf^jtauee  of  ever-ut:e  w'thin  re.  oh."  ^'^^'^-'^-^  ^■'^  °ther 

norae  t:o  waiic  un..er  it.  The  motion  was  comnunicted  from  '■-.  o  Urre  vheel  to  th«  v^„T.^«  1 
means  of  a   shaft  as  in  the  nills  of  tod-v.     Tho  n^rhinerv  .t.     tMJn^  ,^ 

down.     It  did  not  run  Xo,/.  "At  th.'t  ti™  stiA:  ^rrJ^pUrUfil"'';.!",:^jf ""  "  """" 


Benj'   lin  Feasoner     p  re  3  cont. 

The  reason  for  bu:lding  th  3   still  was   i.har   more  wheat  was  raised  than   cov;ld  be  used 
and    f'V'ire  were   no  transportation  ff-.oilitlea   fcr  f^ottiii,-  r  d   of  it.      If   it  were  nade   into 
whiskey,   this  was  a   fs-r  nore  ':  of:  centra  ted  product,   oojIc  be  handled  end  transported   else- 
'.'here  for   sale. 

He  elso  nEdo   shingles  and   shidi-rled   his   tmn  house   oat.   then   shilngled  Murphy's  hoiso 
says  Dr.    "reyer. 

In  1808  tho'-e  vms  a     re^  t   snow,   BHnjamin  stated  that  he  counted   over  60  dead  does  be- 
sides bucks  a  d  fawns.     The   snow  war,  about   20   inches  deep  and  th-^n  it  froze  and  reroined 
so  for  about  6  weeks  and  pieanifliille  the  deer  which  did  not  starve  w  re  being  killed  by  the 
wolves.  The  next  winter  thp>  deer  woth  very  scaroo. 

Dr.   '^eyer  says  that  Mrs.  John  Heasoner  oorapl  ined  that  Mrs.   Benjamin  Reasorer  had   16 
children  ana  she  had   only  12.     It  is  not  kn -vjn  if  this  complpint  was  only  a  ge  eral  one  or 
if  it  was  directed  a;  »  inst  John  in  partioilar. 

His  son  Joseph,  was  .  ne  of  the  1st  blacksraiths  in  tho t  section  who  coild  n»ke  a  pood 
axe.  In  fact  they  made  their  own  powder,  bells,  plow;-,  hoes,  harness,  clothing,  thread 
ord  practically  everything  theu  used  said  Dr.   f7eyer. 

Thrt   land  ■vi'.ioh  Benjamin    lived  upon  was  not  vevy  goot  and  his  fenily  Ijad  ^rowCjes  there 
were  ruany  stories  of  rich  land  in  Indiana ,w:th  her4ditary  urge  to\vRrd  tho     est,   Benjamin 
sold   out   fiYvd   stA  ted   for  India na,evei>.  tho  past   tl>b  ga-j  of  60. 

^■n  Oct.   24,    1831,   he  sold    to  John  Vandarvort,  the  M.^, Section  of   5-I-)    )    II  Muskingum 
Co,   records  3ook  jil  :ja,;e  590     ^ol.  V.  '  hapt  6,)      15  r  crus  of  his   land   lay  in  ^ruernay  Co. 
and    in  tt\e   sane  year   ho  sfld     his  to  tho   saime  persor    for  $500,    (see  record  book)  This   15A 
he  han   purchased  froi^  J.  seph  ^  ilaon  the  ymr  before.    (Joseph  Vilson  was  a  brother-in-law 
of  John  Peasoner) 

Joseph,  the  eldest   son  of    'anjanin  end  I.^ary,   tti?  de  the  1st   tr '  p  out  to  Ind.   in   1827 
when   it  wag  only  a  wilderness  ai,d   Indjar  oplis  hau    only  5  houses.      It  was  this   same  son  who 
lear   ed   the  blecksmith  trrde  a'd   was  the   Isi    blecksmith  in   the  nei,;hborhood  v^o  could   malce  a 
f;ood  axe   or  at   least    one   of  tlio  Ist.     as  his   cousin  John   "^tout  ^  Bstner  was  equally  skill- 
full as  a  blackstnith. 

In  1831,  ''.enjarain  at  the  a;e  of  61,  and  his  wife  and  family  and  son  Peter  and  family, 
decided  to  onipr'io  to  Ind,  They  rereinod  in  Ohio  for  the  oummer  and  rot  in  the  crops  and 
disposed   of  thetn  30  cleaning  up  everything. 

The  finally  err  ved  during  the   1st  week  in  Nov,    IBSl  w5th  two  l^  rge  warona  ad   one   small 
one,    (This   story  is    (^iven  by  :)r.  "oyer)     Thase  composed   th^party. 
Benjamin   Raasorer  eid   '^ry,   oh,  J  cob,  Noah,  Ssrah  end  Noncy. 
Peter  t^eesoner   ,  wife  and  two  ohildren. 

Quoting  from  'jr,   TTeyeri  "Mu  :h  traveling  was  tei'formed  on  horseback  at  thpt  time  and  for 
ikoine  ye  rs  afterward.     Tho  fenily  going  a  foot  and  perhaps  rid?--':  in  turns.      If  fc-ey  had  a 
oow  as  was  often   the  case,   tho  bovine  would  be  pressed   into  service  and    some  extra    -oods 
atrwpjiedqpon  h*r  baok.      If   several  ftmilioa  v/o  o  together,   this   "lOt^e  of  trfvel  was  not  un- 
ploaaant,  Thw  oamp  at  tho  evei  in;;  would  be  erlivendd  by  jokes  ?  nd  their   supplies  were  being 
oorstiintly  added  to    lYom  tl  t  forest," 

But   to  return   to  Banjanin  r nd  his  party       Thuy  w°  o  three  weeks   on  their  way,   via 
^olumbus,    'Irbara,     ,pri:igfield,    Greenville,   and  Munoie  to  a   territory  knovm  as  Blackford  Co, 
John  'rrrham,    son-in-law,  vas  already  th'^r-i  and  had  built  a   lof  h^uso  raefsurin^  1'1[20  feet. 

He  ha  1  a  fn   ily  of   10  children,    (John  GrahE'-ra  wan  t}\r\  husbf-nd   of  C'-ssardre  "eas^ner. 
She  v«8   the  7th  child    of  Benjamin  and  Liury.  Thoy  would  not  he-e  had    10  cW    dren  unl-^as  he 
hod  boon  mrried  bofore,  wliihh   is  assumed  to  ha-'o  been  the  cane,   for  John  was  mu^jh   older 
than  rasaandra). 

The  two  or  rather   fc 'allies,   OEiking  22  in  cli,    occupied  this  smell  oabin  w^th   one  room 
until  ^;arch   1632^w^  en  they  started  buildinjj  a   house  wioh  was  as  scon  as  tho  weather  would 
permir.     The  snow  )-d  been  very  deep  all  witter  nrd  building  was   impossible, 

Thoy  cleared   15  acres  tr  d   pl/u  ted   it  to  corn  and   bu?kwheatbetween  the  corn  rows.   They  had 
a   sirjBll   crop  e"Oi!t   8   or  10  bushels.    Their  Gi  ot  v;as   a^-inly  mert   -  nd  hominy. 

It  was   25  miles  to  the   nearest    -lill   so  Benjamin  bu    It  a   nil!  two  burrs  ra>\de   of  boulders 
noasuri:  ;  20  inuhas  in  diametor,  "-."hich  was  rm  by  v.-stt?  •  power   ^'rom  t"fl  little  stream  on 
which  they  15ved,  ;.fter  jrindir;:,  the  wheat  was  bolted   on  book  muslin  18   inches  wide  end  Q 
feet    long.      In   leas  than  two  yetrs,   tho   littla  mill  had   s^^h   inor«s9  in  pet-onBj^e  that   on 
s  me  days   it  was  running;  consti.i  tly. 


look  ng  forthe   oause  found  a  pike  fish   aver  two  faat   Inr  ■  „o„^v4.  <«  *u       u     ,* 
nood  eatinn   "   (Letter  from  Joaeph  Reasorer)  '  °^"^'*  ^"  *'"  ''***^^-   ^*  =*^- 

V  Ciiapter     3     Ko.    188     Dr.    ;:,l.Rea8  r  er  History. 

thru  rouEh   lar.d  no.  occupied  rnd^.vne^'  bv  Ja^ob%e^on     '°'*h"'  °"''  '^^  """'   ''"""'^'•^ 
s^d  th.,  burrs  moved  by  pSlleys.  ^  ^^eaaoner  and  a  water  wheel  was  •rected 

.,?!:  °°"r°^J  "^  we-e'rBde  by  traoe  ohair.s  and  *-ho  ever  ground  furniahed  hi«  own 
oh>  ins.  h-i  story  v;et  t  around  that  &  dag  ate  the  -nof- 1  a--  ^r^JtUilH  '^^■.°wn 
barked  because  it  did   n  t  r  .n  faster  *  "^^  2*'°"'"  ^"'^ 

in'^^ou^e'aSI^V.'!-''   ''"^  '^^'"^  '"^  *'^  °**^^"  P^«-  -^*h  ^^«  21  persons  and   one  babe 

Census  returns   of  Ind.     1840  JJlabkford  Co.    Liok^nr   Ind. 
Reasoner,   Berjamin     males     1  from  20  to  30       ferries     1  umJe^  5 

1  iVom  70  t..  80  1  fr„„  20  to  SO 

1  from  60  to  73 

tl..y  .„r  ,  almy,  p.,.„„t  „,d  took  In"  ti«  ™rt  it  r,r^  l.or*.,  Pott™,.  I„  nhlo 

"^'e'/- -'.!,-  r„vrc."i^j »"-"  ™":vr:^ti^^"oL"j;H\'„^"xa  .v.^u?: 

the    :iizabethtown  Churoh.  information  of  the  building  or  dedication  of 

Th<,  ,'';:-"'^^f*^°"  "^,*f'"  '^««^.  ^■hm-ch.   >;iizabethtown.   Grant  Co.   Ind 

Clerk.     The  following  pe;sons  wire   or^an^id'into'a   ^''^^'u^'  J.B.MUler  was  appointed 
Union  IVesbytorl.n  Church.  ^^-g^'^-^-^d   into  a   Presb.  churoh  to   .e  known  as  the 

Reasoner^°^rarrs:n;r.^^eTh^°n:n     T^tTulrr't^.   ^*ry^™.     Nicholas 
.  et.r  .easoaer       Ry:uda  Roasoner     Roh«c°^  R  ast'^  Cshfir'    t"''7"   .     'l-^-^^th  Mison. 
'  llzal>eth  noascer       Henjamin  -easoner  Jr?  TatV^-sone,.  ''''''     ''''''  '^'     JohnVeasor 

Oct.   31.    1330     R^v.   VobortVwin  prearrfo"thei:t'1Lri:  thf  c'th^   ''''■'''      ^" 

v«8  a   brother  of  Benjami^  .,,d    (bLi  ,e   the    -r'fttiand^r'*''  ^""^^   ''''^''     ^^°^°1=» 
Re.  sonor)      John    itout  p-aaoner        It  l!  n  ;T      '^^"^i^^*-"''   '^^  the  Historinn  Ifethe.  A 

John  Reas..  er  .va.  the  X:h  id  of    4lamin"?h'^  T  ly''  '''''^''  ^"'^^'^'«-  "'^^ 
trade  alon^  ,.ith  J  hn  Stout     eas  .ne^)     John^„l^rj^if "    '"!  '■'^'^  ^'*^"«*  *^«  ^l«oksmith 

Rebecca   Rea^oier  '!ar shall  wHfT     i        u!^  narried  BUsabeth  Lyons. 

Kli.a-neth   (S»ock^Re::;n:r'^o^i'  i'e^^S  ^'rM-^^r°L°:n   ^^^r^' .'^   ''  '^'^^  ^^' 
Patsy  Humphry  .-  nd  they  returned  to  O^^io  a   fet  y^rf  lt:r:  "''^^*^'^"  Reasoner  Jr.  m  rried 


Benjamin  Reasoner        cont.      page  5 
Early  life  in   Indiana  vf^s  rendered  more  difficult  on  account   of  the  presence   of  malaria 
which  had  troubled  them  some   in  Ohio  the  not   so  badly.      It  required   quite  a   little  tenacity 
of  purpose  to  stick  it   out  under  such   conditions  and  quite  a  few  did  not  remain,  among 
them  being   ^lenjamin's    son  who  returned  to  the   old  home  in  Ohio. 

Benjamin  was   61  years   of  age  and  wiary  56  at  the  time  of  the  move  to  Ind.  and   it   speaks 
well  for  their   strength   of  character  and   resolution   that   they  persisted  under   such  unfavor- 
eble  conditions  and   succeeded   so  well.      They  arrived   there  in   1631  & nd   Benjamin   survived 
until   1644.        Both  he  end  ?.lary  were   stron  Characters.     They  have  had  the  most  numerous 
progeny  of  any  of  the  children  of  peter  and  his  father  Peter  had   13  ch   Idren.     Benjamin 
was  the  father   of   14  children  or   15.     'J-'his   strenp;th  of  character    is  present   in   many  of 
the  descendants. 

'•^'he  inscription   on  their   gravestones   in  Eliza  -ethtown   cemetery  Yle&r  Hartford  City  Ind. 
Re|;Ja;^in  Reasoner     died  Janeyary  23,    1844     aged  74  years. 

"liary,  vdfe  of  Benjamin,  died   August   17,    1853     aged  78  yr.   11  day/jgf /"" 

Jif^  Raphe  1  Peasoner,   son   of  James,    son   of  John,    son   of  Benjamin,    son   of   Peter   said; 

"My  gather,   grandfather,    great  grandfather  anr'   all  ancestors  as   far  back  as  there  are 
any  records  were    'Blue  Stocking  Presbyterian'    They  never  worked    on  Sunday-  their  wood 
was  cut  and  also   their   Sunday  dinner  was  prepared   on  Saturday.   They  would  not  allow 
their   chilr-ren  to  hallow   or  whistle   on  ounday." 
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October  5,    183G  father  left  us  at  Mr.  ponds,   rnt.   6th   (Thursday)  Mr.  Reasorer  wont  to 
Olefin  to  hurry  on  tho  building   of  tho  boat.      I  washed  yesterday.  To-day  I  an  almost   siok 
but  have  h;.d  a   pleasant  visit  with  I!r.  and  Mrs.  V  oodruff  as   they  returned   Inst  evenit  f 
ir  oonsequanco  of  the  innleaenoy  of   the  weather  and  bad  roads.      Friday  no  better, 

Mrs.  Clarissa  Pond   invited  ne  in  to  eat  pot-pie  with  her  fat    er  and  mother  sister  and 
husband,      ■,.•.  good  a   pot-pie  fis  ever  I  tt^,     Lucy  is  a  fine  pla.ything  hem,  Saturday  some 
better,     xpect  to  move  to  Olean  end   fix  in  the  boat  so  that  wo  start  early  on  Monday  morn- 
ing.  Ifrs.  Clarissa  Pond  gave  red  ginghfn  to  Lucy  for  a  dress,     '!r.  Reasoner  oanie  home  after 
dark  ana   informed  us  that  he  hac    labOT^ed  ht-rd  three  days  assisting  w'th  the     oat  and  it 
is  not  done  yet,  but  will  be  early  ?fondr.y.     In  tte  afternoon  thoy  wanted  to  know  of  ne 
if  Mr.  Rfje surer  v.'oult'.   preaoh    fo>-  then  on  th.e  morrow.   I  told  them  tl  at   I  thought  he  would 
so  they  f,ave  out  an  appointment  at  Hinsdale,     'hen  Mr.  Reasoner   oane  homo  he   said  he  was 
tired,  and  his  mind   unfit  to  p^eeoh  r  tid  wo.;ld  rahter  f^o  ^nd  hear  brother   -Uakeslee  four 
miles  distant* 

Sabbath,  Oct.   9th  Mrs.  Clarissa  ft'd  her  mother  stayed  at  hone  and  t;  ok  care  of  Luoy. 
"'•he  rest  cf  us  tj  to  meet  rsf-.  The  meetinj^  visb  it.  a   large  school  house  and   it  was  pretty 
well  filled.   They  wa:-.ted  T.r.  Reasoner  to  preaoh  RnjJi'-other  sermon   so  he  gsve  out  an  appoint- 
ment at  oa-idle   ll^^ht  in  the  ever.irg.     I  did  nob  go  but   I  was  told  that  thouj;ht  the  rcjeda 
were  muf'dy  and   the  ni^ht  dark,  the  ho  ^se  was  pretty  aunh  orcwded.  This  is  the  first  preach- 
ing bltot  they  h    -ro  hed   in   th^t   plaoe  for  2  years  for  thuy  would   tiot  suf'^er  anyone  to  preaoh 
ther-)  t.nd  partieularly  tlio  Baptist,  but   I  hope  that  the  day  of    lod's   pcmer   's  near  at  hand 
:  nd  th'^'re  will  lioon  be  a  change. 

Monday  Tiillf-rd  Pond  gave  Mr.  Reasoner  a  pair   of  buokskin   .-loves  and  "ralf  quire  of   letter 
paper,  rtid  me  a  dross  handkerchief  all  worth  ^1.75     The  old  gentler«n  fixod  up  his  wa^^o^ 
;  nd  sent  his  boys  with,   us  to  the  rive".     He  treated  us  very  kindly  and  cliarged  us  nothing, 
y.Tien  wo  came  there  we  find   the     oat  is  not  c'one  yet.       -r.  Bi  akosleo  camo  v;th  his  family 
en  hour  or   two  af  torwcrda.     The  boat  was   so  ffir  done  that  they  oommenoed    loadi'  g  about  3 
o'clock.     Tuesday,    last  nig-ht,  Mr.  Roasoner  helped  Mr.  Talkeslee  fix  his  bed   in  the  boat 
and  they  slept   in  it  to  try  hvv  5t  wo':ld  do  and  they  slept  grmdly,      'r.  Reasoner  filled 
ray  bed   with   straw  w^-:ch  we  broi^^ht  for  tho  p  irpnse  from  Mr,   Pond's  ar.d  we  riade   our  bed   up 
on   the  floor   in   the  hose  where  father   left   our   !!;oods  ard  Mrs.    Blakeslee  f  nd   I  and   our 
babes   slept   in   it.      Franois   sle  t   in  his  cradle  end   Mr.   Balkeslee's  boy,,  "m  Cone  Blnkeslea 
slept   in  his  cradle.     This  morning  we  r«t};er  up  and   start.     Another  family  go  with  us  S 
miles.     Our  boc.t    is  25  feet   ong  and  8  feet  wide.      16  feet  in  tine  mi^dnle  is   s'ded  up  and 
covered,   for  tho  cabin   (7  feet^if,h)     We  hunc  bed  quilts  up  at   each  end  for  doors.  Wehave 
a  floor  but   it  is  too  IfW  fioivn.     It   ean  not  bo  baled  bu~  T/hr  t  the  v;&ter  w  11  come  up  thru 
the  o  "acks  oocass'    n  lly.  ^e  hav  i  a   nice  ^»  nklin  stove  in  the  cabin  which  Mr.  "lakeslee 
bought  for  the  purpose.      '-Ve   passed  along  very  well  for  9  miles  till  we  came  to  a   mill-dam 
where  the  water  fell   ove"   it  as  mu^h  t.n  3  feot  perpendicular.     Vr,  Reasoner  and  Bl'skeslee 
were  af-€iid   to  run  ore-  it.     There  wer  ■   ao  le  -nen  present  v.-ho   s^^id   thoi-'^  was   no  danger.  Wo 
all  got   out  and  Mr.   Reasoner  and  Mr.  Rlakeslee  narry  the  babes  and  we  all  walk  round  prob- 
ably a  ^  mile  while  two  hired   r»n  tal.e  the  boat   over  the  daa.     They  take  the  boat  o^er 
slflokonly  it  shipped   some  water  at  the  bor*  end   stern,   probably  3  pel  Is  full.     They  charged 
50/,     "le  get   in  and   j^  j   on  about  11  miles   further-  a:id   halt  tfp  for  the  ni  ;ht.  Gut    supper. 
Tended  worship  and  the  men  fixed  down   our  bunks  ard  we  j-o  to  bed  when   out  bunks  were  d-wn. 
Tlier  J  was  room  for   only  for  two  oha'rs  and  a    little  f'rev/ood.    'ednesde.-  the  men  get   up  and 
build  a  fire  and   nut   off  and  we   lay  and    sleep  till  late  about   10  o'clock  ard   oome  to  enothe  ■ 
mill-dam.  We  land  at  d  all   get    out  and   -jo  aown   to  th.e   dam  at  the  distance   of  300  ycrds.  The 
men  after  examinin-  the  dam    joncluded  to  run  the  boa  t  over  themselves.  V/hile  they«r«  gone 
for  t}ie  bo^-t,  Prsnois   is  much  amused  .  y  throv/in,~  pebbles  into  the  river.   They  ran  the  boat 
over    sleek  but   shipped  a   little  water  fonand  aft. 

Thursday,    last  night,    it  ra-lned.  Mr.   Blakesloe  and  w:  f e  j-ot  considerably  wet.     The  w  nd 
t)low8.  \.e  i^et  alonr,  slov/ly.  Abo'it  one  o'clock  we  ht-lt,  waiting   for  the  wind  to  fall.  Vhilo 
we  delay,   tv.i>  youni-  women   saw  oi  t  b(*t  as  th-iy  wer-»  pass  ng  Blonc>   They  oa~ie  in  to  see  us. 
They  told    -is   that  we  were  ir.  the  Indipn  i'ation,   and   from  the  description  she  ^ave  us,   wo 
parsed  by   the  Missionary's  ho  iso  and  stopped  and  got  vfater  out   of  his  v;ell.  Tho30  young  Is 
ladioa  go  away  after  a  wliilo.     One  of  then  returned  with  anothe^  young  lady  with  a  bowl  of 


■illc.  She  v;antei  to   see  how  ocmf ortable  aovera  can   live  5n  a  boat.      In  desoribing   our 
bc^t   I  for   ot  to  toll  yo'j  we  have  a   j^lass  window  v;   th  6   li.-ht8  in  it  and    "ur  big  box 
stards  under   it  which  answers   f  ( r  a   table,     lira,   Blakeslee  Riid  I  want  to  be  going  on. 
?fe  30   out  and   loose  the  beet  '"ut  the  wind   blew  so  tlr:at  we  coild  make  no  headway  and 
landed   on  the  other  side  higher  up  than  we  ste-ted.      -^o  improve  the  t'-ne,   the  men  50  tc 
getting   firewood  that  they  mlf^ht  no  have  to  stop  wVen  they  oould  run.  Mr.  Reasoner  was 
8ta-  din-   on  a    large  roqk  whioh  lay  against  the   shore   sloping   into  the  river,   chopping 
wood,  E   d  his  feet  slipped  and  he  slipped   into  the  river  up  to  his  waist.  The  widd  fal" 
Rr.d  we  £o  on  this  ni;Tt»     Our  boat   lies   in  a  raill-dam,     Fridfiy  the  nen  hurries  us  up  at 
takes  us  and  the  children   into  the  road   tiitit  leads  round  the  dam,  where  the  boat  oan 
Innd   for   us  to  get   in  a-ain  a'.d  then   they  go  on  with  the  boat,     "..«  fi.-d   it  ha*d  wcrk  ti 
go  roir.d  the  dnm  ^^nd   espeoial'y  this   one.      The  roed  was  nuddy  in  plnoes  J  nd   we  had   hare 
work  to   get   our  'Children  alonj^.     ne  conolixled   tb*.t  wo  will    stick  to  the  boar    ^-;'•nk  or 
swira.     ^e  rod*  over  three  oth'?r  dams  in   perfect    safety  f.rd   find  it  nuoh  easier  that  to 
f;o  around.  This  morning  they  got  more  boerds.     Fixed  the  roof  better  and  bords  for  dooj 
Sat.   the  wind  blows  hard.      Oblijij^d   to  stop.     Vie   start  to  go  to  V.s^rren  but   in   consequent 
of   some  riffles  and   it  be.aM  to  be  dark,   th  \v  hnlt  up  a  d  the  men  r«' noluue  to    •©  afoot 
there  to  meet^'n?. 

Sebbeth  Oot.  9,  It  smwed  to-night.  To#day  wery  blustry  so  that  tho  men  oould  not 
go  to  '  arren.  Two  men  found  tJw  t  we  had  not  s-ot  away  oacie  to  the  boat  and  wanted  us  tl 
hr.ve  neeting.  in  the  evening,  Mr.  '^asot  er  preached  and  Mr,  Blakeslee  rave  the  exhor- 
tation. '?rs.  Blakeslee  took  care  of  the  oh  Ldren  wV  lie  I  went  to  neetint-.  Monday  the 
wind  blow  hard  all  day,  so  that  we  did  not  loose  our  boat,  Be'ng  out  of  provisions 
the  men  went  to  'vYnrren  to  buy  some,  Tuend-y  we  oame  to  '  arren  aboit  70  niles  from  Olea 
Vie  recruit  our  provisions  stores  and  run  12  niles  further,  VTed,  today  we  have  rein  an 
wind.  Three  men  come  to  see  us  at;d  spend  sonie  time.  They  are  going  down  the  river  ina 
skiff  to  Pittsburg,   thence  in  a  steam-boat  to  111.     We  run  4  miles  to-day. 

Thursday;     Run  this  morning  10  miles.     It  rains  and  blows,  ^e  put  up  behind  a  big 
rock  which   shelters  us  completely  f re  ra  the  w  nd,   v*  ere  we  remain  all  day  end  all  night 
^he  rive-  ia  rising.  I!rs.   Blakeslee  and   I  f>re  happy  in  each   other's  company,  ^flnen  the 
a  n  are   steering  the  boat  all  wo  do  is  to  rook  and    sit'r  to  tho  ba;i'»s  ar.d   put   on  wood 
to  k^ep  the  cabin  vmrm,     \Vhen  we  get  hu-  ,;ry  we  nook  a  warm  nee  1   of  vituels  and  after 
asking  theblessin,   of  Ood  we  all  thinkwe  relish   our  meals  r^ufh  better  than  when  we  lef 
hone,     A.t  nirht,  after  readirig  in  Trod's  hr>l/y    word,  and   prauors,  v/e  p- 0  to     ed  and  res 
as   sweetly  as   if  01.    land,       Friday.      :^11    out  and  go  down   stream  pretty  fast  and  the-.t 
ple^iOHE  us  very  well.     The  river  is  still  rising.     Sat,  we  go  down  stream  pretty  rapid 
11  o'clock  oame  to  Franklin,  Reoru  t   our  provision    stores  and   start  at    one  o'clock,  Ri 
4  miles  and   stop  ar  d   ;r,et  wood  and   shave  a;  d  prepare  for  the  Sfbbath,     Tho  river   is   nov 
so   Irrge  th-  t   the  men  war.t  to  run  at  ni'ht  and  tho  moon  glides  lig^:t  mos' ly  all  night. 
T<e   start  about   s   ridown.   Darkness  comes  on  and  the  moon  rises  behind  us   so  the  moon  dot 
us   little  good.      Brother  lllak33leo  Js  afreid      f   running  on   tho   little  willow   islands  1 
warts  to  halt.     Mr.    Heasoner  wants  to  run  a   little  while  totry  it.     lAr*  Blakeslee  con* 
in  and   leaves  Mr.  Reasoner  to  steer.     7.'e  go   over  a  riffle  as  fast  as  a  horse  oan  oant< 
I   sing  the  vesper  ham  and   let  down  our  bunks  and  go  to  bed  and   leave  Mr.  Peasoner  ftl< 
to  steer. 

Sunday;  Oot.  24th  Ust  evening  Mr.  R^'as.'ier  run  until  half  past  11  when  he  thie( 
to  land  but  00  Id  not.  Went  a  half  mile  further  where  the-e  wa.  an  eddy.Mr.  Blakeslee 
-ot  up  and  helped  him  as  they  wore  drawl n  ,  up  tho  boat  Mr.  "eas  ner  was  in  'if,  '^^lakes' 
lee's  little  oo^linr  skiff  shoving  off  the  boat  frum  the  sh.jre.  The  boats  separated  ai 
ilr.  Reasoer  tumbled  in  where  the  wutor  was  as  riuch  as  12  feet  deep.  He  wont  under  al 
hut  tho  back  [>ert  of  his  head.  H^i  scramble^',  out  and  oame  in.  Left  his  hat  and  it  wouL 
have   floated   off  if  Mr.   Rlakeslee  ?:8d  not  have  seet;    it. 

Yesterday  v'e  run  about   60  miles  ard  34   of  f-f-t  we  run  after  dark.    T>  o  river  re«de  a 
turn  fird   tfto  raton  was  bdfore  us  till   it  got  up  to  givn   light  when  goin-  sny  course.   T 
dey,    T  feel  ray  spiritual   strength  renewed   in  the  presence   of  ny  dear  Redeemer,  A  gree- 
rntny  rafts  pf-ss   us  ard  hallo  and   shake  their  bottlos  *t  us.     Monday     at   one  o'clock  'I 
Reasoner  was  up.  tlie  bobt  untdbed  and  we  wero  ar.ain    on   the  n»rch.      Today  v///  I  washed 
somo.   This  it  the  3rd  tine  that    I  ha    h  waslied   since  wo   left   Olean,      4  o'clodli  in   the 
norn'ng  oame  to  Catrnnin;;,  a    large  village.   See  a   ojriosity.    '    ferry  flat  fixed   so  as 
to  cross  baok  and  forth  of  itself,    ^uy  soio     rovisions  «r  d   run   on  ell  ni?;ht. 
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Tuesday  we  oone  to  the  e**®**  oity  of      ittsburg,  Wed,  werit  up  to  see  tha  iron  works.  When 
we  got  there  T  was  reminded   of  Danlol's  fiery  furnnoe  when  I  see  the  bl&so  coming  oiit   of 
seme  very  hi,:h  ohlmneys.  Tie  were  there  as  nuch  as  two  hours,  ffr.  Reasoner  was  th^re  av/hile 
showing  us  thinrs  end    then  left  us  to  look  around  while  he  wont  to  hunt  up  his  ol'  boss. 
He  found  him  ar.d  we  wmit(after  he  cario  baok)  to  tie  glass  house  aid   see  then  blower.,;    -lass, 
then  to  th«  cotton   f&ctory  but  th':i  iron  works  were  by  fas'  the  rraa test   ouriogity  tl/'t   I 
ever   saw.     Mr.  Reasorer  then  took  ae  to  Ur.  Ifertupe'a  and  ^r.   Blakeslae  end  wife  went  to 
the  boet.   Not  ha-'ir^^  ny  night   olothris  r'.  th   me  we  went  to  the  boat  about   10  al,   ni^jht,  ?ed. 
they  take  the  boat  round  into  the  Llonongahola  and  up  it  a   ^  mile  to  the  stean  boat  Detroit 
where  M:-.  P..  and  "At,  B  \iev   en^-t- :;ed   o;;r  p£s:af,e.     The   oveninj-  bofor-i  the  hsrida  on  th-i  steaa 
boet  take  in  our   goods  ard  the  men  wl  o  bought   our  boat  a  f nw  minutes  before,  for  five  dol- 
lars took  it   off  t  :d  wa   leave  Mr.  fn.ri     rs.  Dlakealee  v/ith   our  goodas  and  v     go  to  see  the 
rv:r 'et  thence  to  Mr.  Hartupe's   •     I  stay  there  while     r.   Reasoner  went  to  seo  some  c^f  *^r. 
Ilattupe'a  children  tli-  t  wer  )  riarried.      It   a'eras  odd  etujught  to  have  ?/r.  Res',  guier  ball  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  F^rtupe  f«ther  a;  d  rjother  and  to  have  hi  r  act  ti  ore  in  a   strange  pi-  ise  to  a»,  as  . 
if  he  was  at  hc-.o.     T'e   ro  to  tlso  boat  Pt  2  the  time  th  boat  vias  to  etai-t  but  did  not    start 
until  4  o'clock. 

The  Captain  chared  ua     7.00  a   piece   .  o;-    :ha  p&3sa~e  uf  each  fifus     not  counting  '-'rp-nois 
or  Lucy  and  01.00  a  hundred  for   our  ^;oc^s.   They  dJd  :n  t  weigh   ihan  bjt  took  tKom  for  500 
not  oountin',  our  beds,  c'nairs  pots  and   rif  ^r  things  which  vje     needed  for   our  use  wh'  le   In 
the  passage.     Vie   counted   our  nont^y  and   found  that  when  our  passage  was  paid  we  v;ould  have 
but  a  few  shillings   left,  but  we  have  soiae  provls'    ns   left  so  we  ooae  on  trustin-  in  the 
L  rd.     Thursd'-y  t;  o  C   ptain  tcld  the  f;;e4tl')iaen  in  the  cabin  thr.t  he  had   sone  nice  folcks  folk 
below  and    invited  th^•m  dov.'n  to  see   theci.      Two  ca  io  dov^n  ana  cume  to  sist  i;"   :•-.   'no   me.    "•'  e 
asked   if  th>re  werj  any  abrja-'d  fro:a  Mass.    I  t^.ld  him  I  d'd  not  know.   I   inquired  and  found 
there  wore  none.     I'e   said  he  underat   od   th:  t   the'-e  were  a  nd  he  waited   to  sae  them.  Ilea  sked 
where  we  wero  from.     I  told     im.     He  asked  v^.at  i«rt  p.nd  wli  Icfy  way  we  cane,     ie   -old  him 
down  the  Aleghany  in  a   little  boat.  He  was  astonished.   He  asked   if  t   ?re  wero  any  rafts  and     i 
arks  3er.-!0  down.  '  a  ttld  him  Y^/^  there  were  3'-:d   th^^y  hooted  and   shook  their  whiskey  bottles      | 
at  us  as  they  passed  us  on  the  Sabbath  &s  we  WT-e   lying  by.     Hf;   says  you  did   nrt  r  in   on 
the  Sab  Teth?     He    says  you  are  :.;ood  presbyterians?     Wh  told  him  that  we  ovmed  the  name  of 
Presbyterians  but  did   nbtcoall  ourselves  good.     He  made  further   inquir/ies       where  we  were 
f^,oi:.g  anc!  what  was   our   orjoupation.     I  told  him  ti  (  t  my  husbtiiid  was  a  missii  t»ry  sent  by 
the  board  at  Philadelphia   to  ^o  to  a  l^hu4oh  at  Kaskaskia,  111.     Ho   said  h«  lived    in  Phila- 
dolphia   when  at    hiT-.c  at.d   asked  v;hy  th.e   Toerd   of  Minsi  ns  did   not  five  us   m  ney  en  u^^ht 
that  we  could  thke  a  cabin  pa3:?a,;e  as  we  y;  ould  be  more  comforts-,    le.     I  told  him  we  e  re 
poor  a;  d  wh.£t  the  mission  ry  sixjiety  gev^eue.     Ho  tjhought  it  was  not  en  ugh.     Itr,  R  asoner 
cane  in  ad  I  introduced  him  to  him  as  ?*r.  Smithy   r.ot   k:.  tat  uj  wheit  his  name  -ms.     V.e  had  a 
pi  asant  visit.     He  is  not  a   professor  but   re,,;ulBrly  attends  f'r.  McDowell's  ohurch   on  the 
Sabbath  when  at  homo.     He  took  great  n-tice  of  our  oh^.  "dren  and  j^jriv-  "ranois  a  ^-  dolar. 
Friday  o  ir  visitor  frm  above  op.-  e  down  and  brought   ^,  (lark  w5th  him.     v  o  ha     a   pleasant 
visit,   St.  we  leave  Mr.   V.      20  miles  above  CincinrBtti.      Just  before  we  reached  there,'*. 
Smith  fji  'e  Mr.  Reasoner  f' 10,00     The  boet  stops  half  a  day,     We  go  to  market  and  buy  some 
provisions  and   go  t  o  a   sti-re  and   btjy  me  a   dr  -ss  aid    some    --loves.     Siibbath  ir,ct  a'    Louisville 
Just  in  ti  »  for  maotint-.     "o  hoa-Kl  '' illiam  Preckenridgo  preach  an  excellent   sermon.  This 
Breokenridgo  is  broth   r  to  John  Preckoaridge.     V.'p  undera*:ood  his  meetiq  house  took  fire  this 

sRTie  evening  and  burned  down.     The  boat   is  so  crowded  th^t  the  passengers  endeevor  to  ?;et       j 
a   j^assafe   on  ar  other  boat,   so   the  Capt.   concluded   not   to   st  y  all  day  as  he  calculi  ted  to         I 
do  when  he  stopped.   ?ir.  R^aa mor  tried  to  f-,et    :n  another  botvt  but  oould   not.  iihortly  after 
meet  ng  the  b  oat   st'  rts.  V/e  go  alov;l     thru  tho  canal  round  the  falls   of  the  Ohio.      Is  is 
muoh  of  a  curiosity  to  most  of  us  to  ro  thru  the  looks,     ^fter  we  :;ot  thru   the  canal  the 
most   of  //  the  crefw  go  in.     Afew  sti.rd   on  guard,  among  th.e  rest  a  yownt;  g^i'l'  *bout  15.     •ih#    j 
apoke  and   said  that   she  felt  av/fully  solBnn.     ^he  felt  more  afraid  than  ever  in  a   minute  I 

after  e    little   by   of  her  aoquatntanoe   oame  rith  a   vossol  wantlt^s  his  pa   to  f;et   sone  water. 
The  girls    says  to  him.      Let   me  ^,ot  you   sone  water.        ith   th   t   s>o  took  the  vessel  and    st top- 
ing down   to  got  the  vei^er,   she  slipped    into  the  river.      ?he  was   seer   f lor. ting   on  the  v«iter 
for   some  time  but  the  boet  could   not  stop  in  time  to  sax-e  her.     After  hunting  a  while  for 
her  the  boat   came   ct\  and   left  her  in  her  wftt.  -y  pravo. 

r 

Monday  a  oh  '  Id  died.     It  was  sick  befor*^  it   oaue  aboard   of  the  boat.  Tues.  this  morning      I 

tliere  was  a  very   si^lemn  asseiably  wh.en  Kir,  Reasorer  addrf^ssad  then  to  be  likewise  re'dy,  « 

A 


burled  the   child  ana   started   on.     Wed.    T   )iave  a   very  sorio  is  tslk  vdtY   ttie  Capt..  He 
tolls  me  tret  4  men  drowned   If- st   year  in  tho  same  plaoo  where  t>8t  f^irl  drovmed.  Wa 
ell  feel  mora  afreid   of  that   place  lest  we  should  /fy(^  slip  in,     Francis  is  quite  siok.  I 
Oct  a  hij-h  f»ver,  Thuradf-y     2  o'clook  w©  land  at  the  Kaskaskia   landirs  about  3  miles 
fr^m  tho' villa  ,;e.     ^11   of  ua  most  s  ck.  There  wore  300  peasencers  f«  d   poor  aooonodati  onf 

Hera  V'e    "ot  into  a   little  oa' in  ^  txl  the  only  hrmse  here,    p  xt  down   our  bed  and   to  to 
■leap.     There  ne.s  a  man  t   ere  with  an   enpty  \«.-on.     He  told  us  th  t  t^ere  was  ni    Preaby 
terian  ohuroh  in  KasKaskia-,   nor  any  of  nny  kind  but  Cetholic.     He  lived  11  miles  beyond 
Xadkaskie.     Ho   said  theve  was  an  ass  oiate  reformed  Dhurch  in  his  neighborhood,  ''e  con 
oludTd  that   they  ha^i  applied   to  tha  Missionary  ■^ooiety   for  aid   so  we  put  up  with  hin. 
'i  e   oessed  thru  Kaskaskia.  It    is  a  beautiful   situHtion  but  no  nufh  more  tjan  huts,    in 
vrt^ioh   t'  ore  w  ro  a  few  ;-ooij   houses.     V.e  crossed   tho  rWer  and   th'?n   nrovidentially  a  Mr. 
Mnnn  found   out  who  we  w  re.     Hr>  told  us  that  his  brother  waa  an   ^Ider  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church.   Tie   lived  4  Tiiles   from  Kaskaskia  d'.  t>  e  ohuroh  was  vacant.     Tho   place   oT 
preaohjng  was  X  2  nil;s  beyond  h^m  so  we  stopped  there  a  Hout  sun  down.     Pf»id  the  man 
for  tak  ng   us  therg.     ^2.50     he  asked  |3.00     After  payirsg  we  lave  about  4  dollars   left. 

rlrt.  we  cfer.o  to  the  V'idov/     ettit.     On  Monday  we  m  ved  in  one  room  of  her  house  and 
hp.V)  rorafcined  here  ever  sinoe.     In  a  few  weeks  we  all  recovertKl.     lir »  Reasoner  got  well 
in  one  week.  Franoia  i'l  2   or  S  but  I  was  miserable  for  5  or  6,     i.fter   I  r.ot  well  I 
enjoyed   bettor  health  than   I  heve  since   I  have  bean    larried.     FranoJs  was   sick   in  Jan. 
for  e.  week  sn  th^t  he  did  n  t   aet  anything.     He  ley  in  his  Pa's  arms  all  the  time.  He 
took  b11  t^  a  nedi  <?ine  w  llin  :ly  until  the  last  dos-  a  d  thit  ho  det«irm"nad  not  to  take 
but  we  forced  ltd  own  hin.     lie  hav«  no  doctor  he -a  thf^t  we  oa-,  pit  any  oonfidence  in, 
but   ffllt  that  if  we  should  cell  a  doctor,   he  wo'  Id  be  sur*'  to  die.   (CrOs-d  for  tliem.  They 
hr.dn'      much  f  eJ  th   in  doctors  anyway,   even   if  th<^y  did   in  medicine,   T^erywere  ri   ht.) 
Tie  do  not  know  whether  t}\«  wornos   sat  in  1st  or  fever-  for  worms  oama  from  him  some 
wore  15  inches  Jjon;>     lie  he  s  ^ot  hearty  a  i,-ain.     It  ras  bean  very   s  ■  okly  here  tiiis  wtnte 
tho  it  is  tha  most  healty  p«rt  of  tho     tate.     The  sickness   orif-inates  principally  from 
drinking.   I  want  to  see  Luther  here  in  a  yoar  from  this.     P«irnors  are  <r  lad   to  j'^et  handa/l 
at  16  dollars  per  month  a' d   they  can  rot  75^  for  nuttinp  cord  wood  without  oo-ding  it.    > 

Dear  Parents  Tryphere  (7)  tails  you  that  they  war"  all  afreid   of  fallinr.  Tryphene( 
(y)  will  not  let  ne  tell  what   I  was  poinf,  to.     The  church  is  feeble.   16  persona  balon",! 
to  it.     Two  of  them  live  out   of  bounds  and  two  c'  the  rest  ou";ht  to  be  cut  off.   In 
roality,   the  church   '*on3is'"S   of   12   :nenbers  and   them   scattered   over  a    large  territory, 
Ur,  r.fann  ard  Mrs.   Pettit  hes   suppO'-ted  us   this   far  and  v;ould  the  yuar  out,   but  wa  are 
t-^oir.^  to  mo  e  away  from  -Uiesa  neighbors  soon  in  a  few  days.     They  hav  a  Bade  ma  up  a 
?;chool  which  will  be  worth  to  me  between  t  or  400  dollars  ard   it  will  keep  a   number 
fr'xc  the  Nunnery. 

(l  gat  er  that  Mr.  Reasoner  himself  wrote  this   last   paraf;raph  ns  a  ar'd-'tion  to 
the  letter-diary  of  Tryphena)     lI.i'.H. 

This  is  en  old   letter  addressed  to: 

Francis  Morthway,     Haintod     ost,  Steuben  Co,  H.V. 

(25)   postage 
Ja  as  Greek   111. 
■ey  22. 
(There  is  a   note  aRkinf:  if  this  is  clear  that  it   is  not  to  tt  e  pwraor  typinj^  it  from 
the  oririnal.      It   seems  to  me  tha     the   letter   is  being  written  by  Tryph'me   (Northway) 
Reasoner  to  her  father,  Francis  Northway.     T   an  w'en  her  huabad  adds  tho  laat  paragra 
ph  he  too  add-essoa  then  as  parents  of  cou    se  leaning  his  in-lawa.     N.0,^^) 


W/}W     Ist   son  of  Nicholas  Reasonor  I 

Heter  aay  not  hsvn  hid  ary  marked   literary  tetidenoios  atd   his'torioel   likings   to  bequeatl' 
to  his  desoohda:  ta,    but  if   it  did   r.ot   ooue  f'roa  him  it     nst  bo  d  .e   so  oot  e  rnarried   into 
the  fanily.     At  ary  event  mo^t  of  the  traditions  ard  history  we  I.a/e'la  from  tVn  descon- 
darts   of     et  >r,   we  kr.ow  a    litr.lf^   more  a    out  hia  e.r:d  t!  o   life   iii     a.   8:id   more  ;)fa  rticularly 
in  Ohio. 

As  the  olde3t  ohild,      et^r  will  be  taken    1st  er.d   Hw   events   in  wlioh  the  others   por- 
oipitate  with  hin  w&il  be  disoussed  nore  fully  in  thrs  chapter.   ''Peter  was  probably  born 
a  tout   1755  h:.a   pcobet  1  /   in   3uok8  Co,   pa,,    but   tiiis     .>ist  not  be  taken  as  ruire  t!^Rn  tl^e   sur- 
nisa  upot;   ttio   part   of  the  writer.)      Jacob  V/ns   p-obably  born  abo\it   1737  f^nd   '^'rer^^ett  about 
1739  (ViT-iethip   tnore  wa  s  a   da   ;*  .ter    -us  Is,  we  do  tot   kncnv.) 

As  a    sat;ll  boy,   1  eter  lived  v/ith  his  furaily  in  Pr  noo  George  Oo,  MT),  not  a   rre'st  dis- 
tf.noe  from  tl  e  present  Dlslriot  of  rolumbia.     Niiholfis,  his  fat"  er,   .-noved   over   into  Pat- 
tors^n's  Creek  V?  Hoy.     J'eter  f,r«w  up  to  yo,!t:i;  [Tir.nliot>d, 

From  th€3  stury  ol   Aai'ink  told   to  the  writer,  ho  j^rew  up  to  r.e  about   r.  feet  3  Inches 
tall,  as  did  a   n'.jmber  of  ;  is   sons  a^'d   !;;rp.r  dsons.     V.o  vi&s  of  a  nusoular,  but  not  h-savy 
physique  and   of  enurrnwue  phy^iioal  ]>ower3.     H:-s  fir^ure  v/as  areot,  )ie  'nad  blue  eyes  with 
black  ht'-ir  and  dark  oomplexi  n.     For  a   nunber  of  years  this  was  a  oh&raoteristic  Reasoner 
t>'pe  ai.c:   still  reap..eK,'5  frun   ti    e  to  t  me   in  his  descer.datits. 

Th'^re  has  been  no  record   found  whi 'ih  tells  atiythinf^;   of  the  family  up  to  the  year   1772, 
save  only  for  the  records  of  darrett'tj  jjafticipaticn  in  the  T'renoh  ad   Indian  Visr  end  his 
service  as  Frontier   ''jirii^Br  botweoM  17 (!5  a-.d   176(5,     It   is  known  that  in  1755  or  1756  the 
l^tterson'a  Creek  area  wf:  s  depopulated  as  a   result   of  Indian  Hostilities,  fsnd  a  number 
in  this  vicinity  were  k  lied  ard  aone  wcnen  a  d  chi  dren  stilen. 

Sup.   'hap   I     No,    282     pa    Jermui:    Society  tolls   of  those  who  had  been  killed  and   mur- 
dered on  p.ttorson's  Creek  ar;d  ea  a  result,  th<?  entire   sottlenent  v«s  entirely  broken  up. 
If  thor     was  a  dauj;hter   iiuaia  who  was   stolen  by  the  Indians  it  was  probably  at.  this  time. 

It   is  assuBied  that  Nioiiolas  died  ahcjt  1 '72  as   on  June  19,    1772  Peter  ard  -*ry  sold  their 
farn  in  two  ;*rts.     one  to  Jaoob  t-nci  the  other  to  Garrett.     Peter  as  the  oldest   son,  had 
inherited  the  farm. 

These  deervs  ana  uinayother  records  ar"  on  file  in  the  county  court  hoise  in  RoriBey,  Hamp- 
shire Co.   Vf  .     add  have  been   seen  ;iy  the  writer.     The  transfer  is    of  interest  because  it   i3 
by  the   old   ''lease  ad   roleuse  notJiOd"   in  vi!^  inh  tho   lawyer    ^.ets  t*»o  whaoks  at  the  po  r   farmen 
^n  June  lb,    1772     he  loesed  a  Ik  If  of  the  farm  to  Jaoob  ard   the  following:  day  or  June   19, 
1772  h>  released  it  4r  sold   it     (    See  Vol.   II   Ghfp     7  IIo  262  ad  263     "ol  III  Kempshire 
^ounty  Court  House  Homne.    h.  '7^  ,) 

These  two  docuinents  are  wall  wo-th  ^-ea-'irg  as  illnstrfltlng  the  nunber   of  useless  words 
that   Itiwyers  could  use  in  buildinj-  up  aa  iraposin;;;  doounentj   proba   ly  not  more  than  l/5th 
of     he  woi^a  necessary.     It  will  also  be  notioe-d  that  t>:e   bind   is  described  by  Metes  '^nd 
Bounds; 

"  ^ef;inninf;  at  th.e  white  Oak  Corner  to  Lott   (jfO.2)  and   running-  alon,''  a   lino  therefore  N. 
86     ef;ree8  I'^iiat  200  polos  to  a  Pir.o  on  a   ;oint  thonce  N.    10  "ast  180  polos  to  a  Hickory 
thence  N  80  V.est  crossin;;  the   creek  220  pol'?s  to  a    '-hrte  r«k  and  a  Pi-e  thence  Soiith  3  de- 
r.reea     30  ^Vest   235  poles  to  tho  barinnin :.      The  v7}iole  Tract   oottilnir:^  272     ores     «s  the 
same  was  ,~r'  nted  to  IJicholas  P.easoner,  deceased,  by  a  deed  un^'er  the  Hand  and  Seal  of  the 
*ii:,ht  Honorable  Thom&s  Lord  Ff.lrfax,   Proprietor  &t<5Aki&&-4§Ji*&fi*t     bee  ;ing  dfete  the  23rd  day 
of  Oct.  1748  as  may  appear. 

hereby  granted  with  tl^.eir  appurtetiinoea  unto  the  said  Jacob   Roasoner,  his  Executors  Ad- 
ministretors  ■  nd    '  ssir;nes   fron  the  Day   bofore  the  Day  herof  and   durin-   the  fsill  term  nnd 
t  re   of  one  whole  y  <ar  from  thence  fully  to  be  nonplat  i  and  erded  Yieldin,,  and  Paying  the-e- 

of,  "The  rent  o''  one  Pepper  con.   on  Lady  My  next   if  the  same  shr.  11  be  lawfully  de- 

manded———" 

The    last  was  a  little  Joker  used  to  fill     p  spaoe,  but  havin       erhaps  sone  utility.  The 
above  is  a  portion   of   the  lease  document    of  June  18,  by  Peter  end  tlary  Is^  Ise  the  portion  to 

Jacob  ard   plainly   show  their  intention  of   nJ-iarg  ng  him  a  nominal  fee  but  at  tho  same  time 
retain  .r.j;  temporarin lly  the   o'.wiorshlp,   for  which  purpose  the  peppercorn  v.as  designated   in 
old  Hnglish  lirw  practioe. 

"Lady     Hay  "  referred   to  was  proba  ly  any  of  these  dates.      (March   25tl-,  Conception  Day, 
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Deo    25Lh     Nativity      or  Sept  8th  the  lay   of  /  unmoie-tion. 
Both  uooumonts   sho.ld  be  read   in   order  to  secure  a   proper  apprediation  of  them.      It  will 
be  noted  that   thru  the  body  of  thn  dend   tho  r.a.ne  is  8  elled     Reasonor;      reter  £  nd  iJary 
sicn.  it   spellfld     Resonner       ell  of  T*iioh  f,0P8  to   show  thi  t   apwllirc  in  that    time  should 
het  be  taken  too  sei-iously  as  'Jerrett  as  a  vfitness  spells  his  nane  Reas  ner. 

It  is  a  r»tter  of  interest  that  as  oT  the  witnesses  Benjanin,  the  son  of  Abn&han  ( 
Kuykendall,  tiarried  ".lisaheth  Speero  vjho  wa3  a  sister  of  i^ary,  tho  wife  of  f'eter  '^esaon 
er  and  werit   up  to  \  estn  re  land  oo  with  Peter. 

Also  th'^r*!  arr)  cesoeiidants  of  this  sane  A.  raham  Kuykends  11   living   just  aoross  the 
road  from  the  old  }?ea sonar  Farn  and  doubtless  in  the   sane  plane  where  th^y  lived   in   1773 
when  thia  deed  wea   signed.   (Roaney  y,   Vi.      ^^t  arson's  C  -enk) 

John  Rutan  or   Roitan  or  ^jijif  n&tteiU     tlso  went  up  to  Westnorelt  nd  Co.  Pa.  with  Petei* 
leasoner  and  pur^rliaaed  a  farta  just  ^'  st   of  };iia     (see  Vol.   Ill  r.^iapt,   6  No.   279  jr»^  of 
Reaaoner  .Sp  ers   land)     Ht^  //  or  his  son  still   l^ter  uoved   out  to  >iacison  Co.  Alton  111* 

Abrtilian  !^ye  f  Ino  went   up  to  Wostnorel'  td    ^o,    ;^,   rid   there  thfl  Frves  and  the  Speeri 
interraarried.     Also  i-etur  Raasoner,   son    of  Benjamin,   aon   of  pel 'ir  I     nuarried  Rhoda  Frye 
of  Capon  Jprin^^a,    in   this    stme  Co,  and  a  relative  of  Abrfiham.     The  Fry  family  proba  ■'ly 
settled  first  over  lesr  iteirlboro  in  the  regiin  ab  ut   14  miles  soithw-^st   of  V>lnchester 
Va,  wiiere  Paul  Fron»n  bu-  It  his  hone. 

Vh-l'i  the  po-tion  6f  the  deed  which    is  copied  described  tlie  whole  farn   of  Nicholas, 
yet  the  next  para   reph,  which  ie   omitted  described  a   line   ;»s63r.!;:  thru  tlie  farm  in  such 
manner  aa  to  foru  a  tract  of   177  ac  'es  v^hich  went  to  Jrcob,    l«avi   r^   100  acres  to  Garrotfe 

It   is  assuned  thbt   Peter  and  iuary  mcde  the  trip  from  Pa.  down   to  Kampsh  re  Co.  ar^ 
witnessed  by  three  witnesses  whom  it    is  believe.',    lived  at  that  tine   in  Pettorson's  Creolfl 
•••    Va. 

There  is  no  record  yet  brought  to  light  which  tells  us  exactly  w^  on  Peter  Rees  rer   of 
Cumberland  county  Pa.       -"-s  a  p»tter  of    -act  V  ettnorel&nd  county  '.■•■as  forned   the  next  year 
but  Peter  wa:-  undoubltly  unaware   of  any  change  tliet  h&(!   already   occurred,     ^'or  sevsiral 
years  prior  to  this  time  this  county  was  under  jiarisdiotion  of   '^odford  Co,  and  before  th 
was  in  reelity  a  part  of  Cumberland  Co.     ■'•>om  tho  fact  that  he  apnt^rently  gives  his 
aodress  as  County  woulu   suggest  t;    t  he  probably  arrived  th.-^r*-  whmi   it  was   unberdand. 
-     II  Chap.  8  No.   269     Viestncreland  county  Historical  end  Biogx^phic.     ^resham 
"The  region  embra   ad  by  Vtest    .-norel  nd   county  organized  as  follows;- 
Chester  Co  from  16U2     to  May  10,    1729 
I/>noaster  Co.  to  Jan  27,   1750 
Cumberland  co  to    -arch   9,   1771 
Bedford  Co.   to  3ept   26,    1773 

"The  f ollovving  were  f roriied  from  ^'estmoroland"-- 
•,v"*  hington  Co  for-JBd     ifar  28,   1761 
F  yette  Co  Sept   26,   1785 
Beaver  Co.  forned  ^rch   12,    1800 

"' Iso  tells  .  f   settleaent   of  Joseph  Hill  and  Indian  Wnrs." 
There  has  been  a   tradition   in  the  fa.'nily  that   Pet(?r  wort  to  this  county  at  an  early 
date  and   purchased  and  rogistered  his   land,  ar.d  that  when  the  Indians  beca.T.e  openly 
hostile  and  life  waa  :.ot  sa-^e,  I'.o  a  nd  hisfenily  went  back,  temporarily,   in  tho   dirooion 
of   Bedfore.     »>hile  he  was  gone,   it   is   statexi  a  "t&u  by  the  na  tas   of  SJ-iearer  "Jumped  yeter'i 
claim"  end  thru  tho  a  id   of  bribery  una   crooked  courts  was  aole  to  hold   it.     It  has  also 
been    stated  t'st   tha   lar.a  in  quo  t     n   is  nov;   tlia  site  of  McKeesport.      There  is  a  basis 
of  truth  for   ti.e  story  but   it  is  n.t  true  in  all  the  details  riven. 

The  following   references  will  be  of   i:.tere.=.t    in  conneotion  with  the  following  story:- 
Vol  2  '  hf.p  6  I-Iisto -y  uf  .t^edford  and   i>oi3erset  Counties   i^y  ■■'lackburn 
■  This  reference  tells    of  conditions   of   Indian  warfare     People   in  '^•^ostorn  Pa.  were  beil 
killed  every  day.     Cbe  family  was  killed  as  far  I'.ast  as   6|-  miles  V e  ;t   of  Bedford  and  thai 
wo  .Id  boa  bout   100  ^giles  back  from  -eter';i  ho.Tio. 

*  *  *  *  /   i 

These  references  oo:':«  fron  th.»  wr   tin;;s   of  thrne   of  the  Reasoner  historians  and   alsJ 

show  very  conclusively  how  traditions  suffer  d  ring  the  years  and  from     repeated  narra 
t  i  on  s  . 

V  Copter  3,   IIo  188  Dr  O.I. Reasoner  History 

"Peter  RF-ason  »r  during  tha     unmore  V.'ar  was  ocipelled   to  po  '"ast    of  the  mr-mtaini 

(ijBurel)  where  he  remained  for  a  year  and  w  en  he  returned  found  a  man  living  in  his 


Peter  Reft s oner     onnt.   pff-e  3. 
housa.  Fe  ftusted  this  t  n  but  efter  'Mi  year;;   of   liti-r.    ion  Peter  Reas  ner   lont  his  claim 
to  th:s   1..  t'.d   in  V.esttaorrjland  t-o,    pa. 

He  then  of  rio  to  h'uskinnini  Co,    "hlo.     John  Paeno  er,    jjon  of    'eter,   c8-,«  West  in  1802(1803 
(1805)  Eenry  in   1B03,  end   in  lu05  Pet^r  n- d  the  otht^r  brothers  came  oit  to  '">hio  and  .joined 
them  et  what    Js  now  Kew  ^orcord." 

V  Chf\p  2  !;o.    ;?37r.      T>r  Oeyer  History  of  the  '^©B'lonar's    . 
Orar.dfather  Peter  took  up  a  cIr  ija  on   the  Mononp;rf-ialR  i^iver.     Tho  Tnd^ena  boce-ie 
troublesoiae  and  he  had  to  -o  book  over  the  raaonntSins  a  way,     W-.  ilo  he  w  s  absort   fron 
his  claim  a  men  by  the  r.ane  of  Shearer  coira^^leted  title  and  held   it,    ^.lthou^-h  the  natter 
wus  taken  to  nourt. 

V.  'hnpt   5     No  293     R./  .Raesoners  History. 

y.her.  Peter    '.easonar  returned  to  his   lnnd  he  found  a   nan  by  the  n»>Tje  rf  rjh-'arer  had 
tsken  possession  ^'f  it.     Petor  at   ore©  bf.gan  prooopd' 'i^.s  to  rerain  his   l«<.nd  and    soon  got 
poaaasaion   of  :  t,  but  -mn  careless  about  hp.ving  proper  records  ;tr  ^e   cif  the  tra'.saotion. 
Sheerer  re'Viined   it    th's  county  \mt5  1  ^11  -.#0  knevr  Pbout  thg  jfcmuble  h^^d  witht^r  di'=!d    or 
left  the  country  t):r>n  he  comraencexd  the  proce -d  inge  to  dispossess  Peter  and,    it  is  said, 
with  a  bribed  ,1ury  e.nd  a  corrupt  Judre,   Shearer  rofunod   poasesnion   of  tho   1?  r-.d  after 
Peter  hv.     lived   on   it  undisputed  f  w   over  40  years.     Th  s  probe'  ly  haopaned  about   1800. 
Tradition   says  t^iat  the  City  of  IloKeesport  is  built  upon  the   Irnd  wliioh  *  eter   lost. 

A  number  of  the  reoordsin  tho  case  have  beer,   discovered  ^ind  these  throw  some  light   upcn 
the  atoryi-     - 
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At  ft   ;neet:'ng  of  the  Bovernors  on  Monday  the  26th  of  Peb.   1770. 
V.illiera  :shoarer   '"or     0 
his  s<jn  John  Sherer   ) 
peter  "'aasonor     )       On  caveat 

On  hearing   it  apperas  tat   nilliam  i»herer  has  an  ap;.licati  t,  for  hia    3on  John  Shearer, 
IJo,   320  aid  tVat  ,^eter  P.easoner'c   Application  is  Ho.   3094     arid  that  Peter  had  no  family 
settled  upon  disputed   place  at  the  tine  rf  i!iakinr;   ttio  new  purt^-ase;   t'orfore,   tie  Governor 
ordered   tbsit  ths    Purveyor   of   said   District   roturn  a  Survey  of  said   place  fo-  the  said  ftm 
Sherer* s  s.n  Jo  n  *^ere^• 

Prom  the  above  it   is  olea'-ly  apparent  that   Peter  must  have  been  there  prior  to  1770  and 
probably  sevoi«il   years.      It    is  very  probably  that  he  wr-n    living   or.  hirs    .riginPl   136  i^   farm 
or  perhaps  for   reasons   of  pe-gonal  safety,   Peter's   fanly     were   livino;  with  his  faMHer-in- 
law,  Henry  Speers,  who  lived   just  ec  -osa  tlio  V=»n  ITv.'oarin-er   land,   perhaps  a  h^  If  mile  or  m 
ailo   '!0  ith   of  him  about  wher-rj  '^elle  Vernor   is  rov/  located. 

'vlso  it  would  appear    ttiat  so  far  ar.  ti.R   leg;al  ap  -licrtion  was  oonoernod,   Slvearer's  claim 
antedated  that    of  Peter.      It  does  not  follov;  t>ie  t  he  vms  necrassnrily  tV  er -   first,   as   prob- 
ably Peter  wa  ;   1st   on  the  (ground.     At     br  boe^i  expLinod  before,   up  until   1768   it  was  for- 
bidden  for    settlers  to  j;  in  and   occupy   lands   in   tliis  area,   bit   in   spite   cf  this  Joseph  Hill 

He  ry  Spoers,   Peter  Peasorer,  Abrehiam  "rye  anrf   others   of  /our     allied   families  went   into 
and   squattetl  upon  tracts  of   land  and   occupied  t  .em. 

This   of  course  is  net    aynononous  r:' th  registration   for  purohRRo,   this   essential  por- 
tion is  concerned.     Sherer  undoubtedly  hnd  the  ac!\-6ntaEe  of  Peter.     TliO  apprre  tly  '^eter's 
family  wer«   not  actually   living;  upon  tho  tre.ot   of  h  :  d,   f.r  at    1  as-^    such  was  the  find^n^-s, 
a-d   the  decision  was  maue  aeranst  h-n  v*  on   it  was   1st  tried  before  the  land  coiirt  in   1770. 
Tn=8T«s  the   land    office  v.:  loh  was  unner   tho   contro,   of  the  Governor  of  the  ".olony  of  Pa. 

Then   Vr.    1  aid   claim  to   all  this  portion  of  T'e-tem  Pe. .  ;  nd   no*-    only  insisted   f' at  the 
Colonists    shoiild   p'.y  taxes  to  ih    ;  >-olony  bi;t   set   up  a   court   for   thn   "o.   of  Yohogana  vhich 
met  some  place  in  tlip  nei,(^hborhood   of     reensburg  aru  ombrricod  s-11  of  Pa,  west  t  f  Laurel 
Ridre.   This  co  rt  fc  cted    from  1777   to   1779  and  we    find   nov;  that    in  1778  "et—  '-"  '  -r-M<rht  his 
case  up  befor«   this    20urt,  with   tli'^  following  re^i  Itsj  — 
II  Chap  B  Minute   -fook   of  Va .  Co.rt   Tor  Yohogura  'Zo, 
pape   284      (101) 

Roasoner  vs  Sherer,  Refe'^enoe  not  at  issue     'lov.   25,    1778 
ps    e  313   (136^     ^easoner  vs  S>\erer  ^ont,  xo^roh  22,    1779 
p«g^  358   (20G)     Reasoner  vs  Sherer  fiM&ii  diaoontinued.   Sept  30  1779. 


From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were  two  oontinuanoes  and  then  the  oase 
WB8  disoontinued.   It  would  appear  tlet  either  later  did  vot  liave  a  good  oase  or,  he 
did  not   push  it  to  a   proper  oonolusion.     In  either  oase  he  \70uld  have  no  oooplaint. 

In  this  ^onnaoti   n  it  is  intorestin;:  to  know  that  a  fara  was  not  worth  'vevy  much 
as   '-omi»''«d  with  today.      If  a  rten  had  an  extra  rifle  to  trade  (   a  rifle  f,un  as  they        (b 
called   it)  ho  hP      no  tro  i>3lo  in  na'r-itir  an  ov.-j     traco  for  a   fp.irly  f:;ood,    siaall  farm. 

It  v<ill  he  seen  that  the  law-suit   in  quo:5tinn  is  based  upon  a  dispute  whioh  had 
been   in   existerice  for  some  8   or-  10  yee'-s.  ad  oarriad   over  from  court  to  ouurt.  3y 
referrinj-  to  the  moub-rs  of  the  ooirt   in  question,  it  will  befbund  to  have  b  aen  com- 
posed  of  suoh  men  as   tho  followin^^i 

Colonel  v.iiliam  Crawford,    (Mentioned  under  Chapter  on   ttie  Hillibnily,  a   man. of 
hirh  repute  and  reputation.     /    oollat^/'al  ancestor  of  the  writer  by  a  n  ther  line) 
Richard  Yeates,  a   racin  of  good  reputation  and  a  patriotic  citizen. 
:^er.Jeniiu  Kuykendell,  a  nan  of  excellent   character  arid  a  broth or-in-law  of  Peter 
Reasoner. 

Abraha-a  Frye,  a  man  of  hij^   stsndinf  of  excellent  fetnily  and  also  a  brother-in 
law  of     eter  Tleasoner. 

Robert  Ifcnna,     an  out  stat  din;;  patriot  and  a   fiar.    of  j^-.ood  re;-- .taiion  '■ounder  fi 
lift  nnast  own, 

ZaohPr'ah  ^onnnll,  a  man  of  tho  hir/nest  moral  prinoiples  and  standinf.,  a  friend 
of  Crawford  a;  d  '  eorge  Washington,  founder  cf  c  ont.ellsvllle,  Ra.  and  a  E'^'«®*  great 
"rrandfathnr   of  tho  writer. 

;>orsey  Pentecost,   may  haro  been  Jewish,  active  in  business,  politics,   prepara- 
tiors  Cot  the  Revol'jtion,    1  ter  leased   lanil   from  Peter  y?easoner  for  mineral  develop 
nant,  Kothinf;  found  ajjainst  his  character. 

Joseph   Spoers,  a   p  triot  rvn-  an  in-law  of  Petor   ^easoner. 

In  view  o""  the  statement  r.hich  has  been  iiade  that  as  a  result  of   tie  "action  of  a 
crooked  courts"  the  land   rightfully  bf?lonf^ed  to  Peter   "Jeasoner  a  d  v.-as  taken  from  him.' 
It  '."TO  :ld   S'^.'=:m  that   study  of  th?  above  list   of  -.lembers  la  in  order,    'here  were  others       ^ 
on  this  court  froni  time  to  time,   but  with  t)  re^  roembera   of  the  court  froai  Peter's  own     (J 
family,  and   the   others  of  th'^  hi,;h  str.ndinfi;  indlcetad,   .such  a   stp.tement  would   seem  un-     | 
just  i*f  led.  1 

Then  the  case  yi&y.  allovfed  to  stnr.d  from  1779  to  1790  when  we  find  the  followingi 

IT     hap   H  no   27        on',  .'roh.   Sr-i    aeriog  Vol   I   par;e  7(57. 

Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Pro^jerty-tieet: :  g  of  .'Jurveyora  Oenerals  !Iov  7,   1791 
"Peter  Resnor  having  requested  a  roho'  rin;;  the  ca^^e  wan  reopened  but  no  further  re- 
cord  la  found  of  wl-iat  may  have  transpired.     Possibly  Peter  may  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  permission  grafted  him.     So  far  as  ia  kn(»Ti,    -his  was  the  last  of  the  dispute  and 
apparently  it  was  not  brouj^ht  up  a  ain.   A-j  referring  to  either  ^  279  or  279a  v»*iioh  are 
EO&ps  of  the  Reasor.er  and  ".peers  holdings.     The    'riplnal  Reaaoner   land  patent  furnished 
by  the  State   of  i»£ .   (Vol  II  Chap  8)      it  will  be  seen  that   the  land  involved   lay  Just 
north   of  v/' at  wa     probably  Peter  "'easoMer'   ;r:in  anc  Original  farm.     The  naps  i'ldioate       I 
that  the   land  was  in  dispute,     ^i&nifestily,   this   land  ^«p  rxvz  in  th.e  neighborhood   of  Mo 
keesport  but  Just  a   little  north  of   .'ielle  Vernon,  perhaps  in  the  vicinity  of  Uonessen, 

Notet     hero  follfiwa  two    oges  of  transactions   .f   lard  trt-nsfers  a  s^^   shown  by  the 
records   of  W-istmoroland  Co,  Pa.  a    rrei  t  many  records   ahov.'ing  hjm  of  a  m^n  of  ronsl'ier- 
able  property.  See  M.A, Reaaoner  History  of  tiie  Reanonera, 

Th*i  roc<rds  r,ivin£  account   of  Peter's  nilitary  experiences  ar-?  as   follov/si 

"ol  II  Chap  e  No  19     History  of  Cfreen  Co.  Pa'.     P.  i^atss  1788     Chap  yv  pare  250 
"Thn  Revolution  was  in  effect  t.\  A  tho  British  wer«  inoitln  ;  the  Indians  Rf'ainst 

the  Colony  of  Va.    on  Doc   13,    1776  WOAk     Patrick  Henry  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Va,  to 

Lieut  iJorsey  Pentecost  that  he  had    purchassod    six  tons   of  l«?ed  and   sur'osted  callinj 

militia    offioers  to  deternine  v;aye  ?  rsd   means   of  ta  :'n;  cars    ;5f  it. 

«  council  of  V.ar  was  held  at  catfish  C   np,  Viftjhington  Co.,   now  the  presefit  L 

site  of  ?r'ashint;ton  D,C,  at  whioh  tho  folla»/in:  officers  we-^'   presenti 

Porsey     ente-^ost,  Co,  Lievt.  Isaac   "ox,   Ueut  Colonel.         Jdin  Cannon,   Col, 

■  nd  Henry  Taylor,  Major, 

Also  32     captains  Including  Peter  Ressoner,         '        Arrangenents  were  made   for  tak  ng 
care  of  the   leaO  i^nd   request   forwarded   th«i'    th^iy  be   a  ippli-d   also  with    r,uns, flints  k   powc 
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Vol  II  rhap  8     'Jo.    100    History  of  VJashington  Co,     Crunine     pa-e  185, 

Tells  of  a  ciounoil  of  Yihr  held  at  Catfish  Camp  in  the  iJistriot  of  West  Af;u8ta  jRn,20, 

1777,     lilves  Peter     Reasoner  as  present  among  a   list  of  Capta  na  of  Militia, 

Vol  II/    Chep   10     Mo.    27   6t;-.   Series  Pa.  Arch,     pa   e  2'JO 

"The  Co  of  yjestmorol^nd,      ■  ssociBtara  and  Militia,     Return  of  ti.e  2nd, 3rd, 
nt.d   4th  classoa   ordered   to  duty  .  ug.   8,    1782. 

Cless  4th  .'eter  Reasoner     with  ax  other  nwnes  in  this  olass. 

Vol.   II  Chpp  10     IIo.    27     ;'ft.    .roh  3rd   series,  j/ 
Vol     23     p  f^e  219     "R  HEers  of  libe  Frontier         V/  shington  Co.   Ph.   17/3-1783  1  sts  Resner, 
Pet ar." 

Vol.   II     rh' p   10     No.   27     5th   series     Vol.   4  p     o  418.       ^epreoition  P- y,  Washington 
Co.   Militia     Resner,   Peter,     Private. 

Vol  II  Chapt   10  Ko.   27     5th   series     Vol  4  i>ago  725     Soldiers  of  the  Revolution  from  iVpsh. 
^o.   Pa.        Resner,   Peter,      Private. 

The  question  ar's  s  as  to  why  Peter  Reasoner  should  ha  e  been   listed  as  among  the 
soldiers  froiii  V,«3h.  Co,   instead  of  ''.Vostnorol  nd  Co.     !!o  vac.   living  over  at  the  western  ex- 
tremity of  the  Coi     his  farm  being   over  in  the  ^"estern  houndrryline,  vj^-ioh   is  the  Mononga- 
helia   River,  There  was  a    settlorient  in  th   s  neighborhood  whioh  included  the    ^peers,  Fryes, 
Hills,   Sh^lers,   Reasoners   etc,  all     nore   or    less   irternarried  and   excepting  the  Roas-.^rers, 
living   on  both   sides   of   the  Monong&helia     ;:iver.  ^'aturally,   auy  protection  they  gave  their 
fRnilies  and  relatives   on  the  other   side  of  the  river  v/as  also  to  their  ov/n  advantage  be- 
oa'ise  the  danger  came  to  them  most  part  thry    .p, ahi  gton  ''■  c.  from  tlie  V.'er.t.  Consequently  it 
win   be  seen  why  some   of  th  se  livi  g  in  Rostraver  Twp,   of  the  a'love  families,   might  feel 
impelled  to  give  their  assistance  in  V    sh.  Co,  w'  ere  it  would  be  most  effect  ve  to  those 
v;ho  were  reerest  at-d  dearest   to  tl  em.      Thi     would  have  been  done  thru  an   organisation  hav- 
ing a  base  in  the   inmedifte  vicinity. 

Peter  seens  to  htive  quite  a   little  to  do  with  the  good  roads  programe  in  Westmoreland 
Co.  as  will  be  noted  from  the  followingf- 

Vol  II  Chap.  8     No.   4B9     I'lnute  Houk:  of  Yohogana  Co.  Pago  125   (63)   L'arch   1778 

"Upon  the  petition  of  Jdin  IJattan,   orderiid  that  .-eter  Resner,  Creorge  Berkhiraer, 
Nicholas  Christ  end   i>  vid  Ritchie  view  a   roEd,the  nearest  t-  d   the  best  way  from  the  house 
o"    iinard  Cook,  Crossing  tie  Monongahelia  at  the  house  of  John  /  Rattan  to  Zeburn  Collins 
on  the  road   leading  from  Perkersons  to  ^"honas  ^dgersons,  r  theyboin;  duly  sworn  to  make  re- 
turn to  next  court.  Richard  Yates  aud  Benjamin  Kirkendill,   rjentlenen.  Pre  sent" 

Vol  II     Chap  8     No.  48.)     ooit,     Yohogana  Court     eto.   pa  ;e  222  (15)     ?fey  25,   1778— 

"View  of  Poad  from  the  House   of  ^Mv/ard  Cook,  orosaitig     the  Monongahelis  River  at 
the  house  of  John  Rpttan  th-^noe  to  or  near  the  plnnta^  ion   of  John  Hof,    dec.  thence  tc  or 
niF-r  yy/to  leather  oolvina  on  Piegon  Creek  ,   thence  the  rearest  ar.d  best  >.'py  to  the  roed 
leading  from  i'arkersor.a  to  Zebulon  Colli    gs. 

Orders  to  be  confirmed  that  the  Tithables  within  three  miles   on  each,   s'de  work  on  nr.d 
keep  said  road   in  repair, 

pa   e  222  ''L6)     iiay  25th   1778       Peter  Reasoner   is  appoirted  Surveyo-  of  the  ^oad  from 

Edwart  Cooks  to  John  Ratton's  Ferry" 

In  the  Ist   reference  it  will  bo  seer'  that  he  is  one  of  a   3oard  ordered  to  report  to  the 
'"ourt  upon  th.e  practibility  of  a  road  as   sti-ted.    In  the   second  ref'^•once,  the  re;ort  is 
confirmed  by  the  <  o  rt  and  arrar  gooenis  made  for  raising  f'jnds  and  in  the  3rd  reference, 
Peter  is  ma  o  Purveyor  of  the  Road. 

Followlrg  ere  two  additional  references  of  a  similar  nature.      In  the  1st  place  he  is   or 
dered  to  simply   "View"  or  make  a   preliminary  examination  and  report  upon  a   practical  route 
from  Oeorga.Var.hington's  mill  to  Captain  Swerin-en's  Ferry.     This  mill  was  act  mUy  owned 
by  Ceorge  Vi   shington  and   is   stf.:;ding   in  Porryopolis  to-day.      In  the  2nd   reference  he   is   or 
dered  to  actually  survey  tie  roea  prelimin  ry  to  constructiom- 

II   CbPp.   8     l.'o.    100     History   of  Y/ashirgton  Co.   Pa     Cumrine.      page   157       April   1761. 
Peter  R  asot  er  apiointod  to  view  road  from  Viiaahington's  mill  tn  Ctpt.  Van  Swearingen's 
Perry   (CenSrel  V.'ashington's  mill  was  located  at  what   is  kn  wn  as  Porryopolis) 

pa  .e  218     May  2C,    177G       P-ter  Reasoner   ordered  by  the  Court  to  sui-vey  road   from  Edward 
Cor  lis  to  Jn.  Ratan's  Ferry, 


The  old  Yohogana  Court  Records  era  very  intereating  and  oontain  muoh  valuable  !•  format; 
J  dging  from  following  Peter  apparently  liked  the  odor  of  the  Court-rooo. 

II     ^Im^*     No.  489     M  nute  Book   of  V".   --ourt  held  for  Yohogana  Co.  urder  jurisdiotli 
of  o,olony  of  Va,  fhe  reoorda  of  t;  e  court  extend  only  from       >   1777  to  Spri  g 

1779,   or  a   total    of  2  years  and   one  month.     Durinr;  that   tine  our  ancestor  Peter  Reason- 
er  seems  to  have  oooupied  his   share  of  the  courts  attention*  ( 

ThTe  were  seven  continuances  of  a    case  in  which  Peter  was  Complaint  a^inst 
Davis  Ruth,   '  ofendant. 

'^ne  case  'iHiaa  Caldwell  was  Complaint  against  Peter  Reasorer  *  Thomas  lApsoy. 

Three  cases  in  liiioh  Petar  Reaaoner  was  "^oraplf^inant  vs  Shearer,  Def.  two  t' nes 
'-omplaint  and  two  tines  as  Defendant. 

Sup.    "hap  5     no.   412     The  Monof,ahela   of  Old,     by  Veech     pa^o  38 

Telle   of  the  difficulties  of  early  life  end  the  oost  of  sup  lies.     A  good  tn  ot   of 
land     ould  be  purchased  for  "  a  rifle  gun"  e:  d  a  horn  of  powder.     A  f-ood  two-horse 
waj-on  and  f;ear8   oould   be  purchased  for  two  pack  horse  loads    of  salt. 

There  is  not  so  imnh  about  "^ry,   the  Mfe  of  Peter   (  Also  called  Molly  and  Polly)   but 
the  followii.£;  is  well  worth  inclusion. 

V.  Chap  3     No.   188     Vr.     O.I.Reasoner  Hiat^yy. 

"Peter  Reasoner  was  an  expert  Indian  f'iphter  ar  d  was  practiced   in  all  the  arts 
of  frontier  life.     His  wife  Sallie  (''-ary)  Spears  R^soner  was  an   excellent  shot  with  a 
rifle,  f^he  was  also  a  v;onan  of  unusual  courage  •■    d   oft-^n  carried  her  rifle  with  her 
into  the  forest  and  kept  it  by  hor  as  a   rwans   of  defenae  against   Indiana,   Sallie  hap- 
pened to  be  present  at  a   shooting  nttoh  and  after  the  others  had   shot,  took  her   own 
rifle  and  entered  the  contest  and  won  it. 

"At  c;ne  ti^  e  Pete£  Reasoner   ovried  6   sloaves  and   in   1806  advocated   slave-y,  Uoth 
the  Speara  a  d  the  R  asorers  in  their  early  history  were  members  nf  the  Rehoboth  Churol 
a  Presbyterian  one." 

However  as  given  by  Dal  as  Albert  i*    his  Kis*  ory  of  Vi'eataoreland  Co.  Peter  Heaso^er    ( 
owned  only  one  slave  and  her  narie  was  "Diana". 

II  Chap  8     I'o.  450     Dallas  Albert's  History  of  Westmoreland  Co.     pa-e  449.     List 
of  slaves  owners  on  Oct.   12,    1782     Petor  Reesotier  had  a  female  slave  named  Diana. 

In  the  ye&r  1790  accord:  ng  to  the  Census  of  thai-  year,  he  owned  no  slaves.  Perhaps 
Diana  had  passed   on  to  her  reward.     They  tell  an  incident   of    'eter's  life  while  living 
in  Pa.     It   is  given  by  R,A. Reasoner.     V    Chap  6     No  293  in  his  history. 

Peter  went  hi  ting  ono  day,  followed  by  his  dog  to  procure  neat  for  his  family.  He 
tramped  for  several  ho  rs  and  finally  ^ot  a    shot  at  a  deer  and  wainded   it.     He   follovf- 
ed  the  trail  a    short  v;ay  and   laid  do%'.Ti  in  a  hole  loft  by  a   tree  falling  ove'.     Fia  dog 
14id  beside  him.     After   slee:iing  for  a   tine  he  avmkeded  with  a   start  and  heard  foot- 
steps on  the  trail    inly  a   few  feet  awa;  ,    Cavtiously  p-?ering   ov-«  •  the  od   e   of  the  hole 
he  saw  3  Indians  on  the  trail  ho  had    left.     His  dcg  remained  perfectly  still  all  the 
time.  As  soon  as  tt;e  Indiana  w  re  o  it  of  sight,  he  got  up  anci  hurri  od 


•ffhen  there  is  the  story  whioh   ha  :  cone  down  to  day  and  is  known  generally  to  the  in- 
habitants around  about  New  Concord  Ohio,     Tfhen  passing  thru  Astern  Ohio  on  the  Nationi 
Hiway  t)iore  will  be  noticed  a   number  of  crooked  or   letter  "S"  bridges.     The  Ist   one  'Sa 
of  New  ^'onoord  a  distance    of   2  or   3  niles,   passes   over  a    little   stream  wh'oh  b«r8 
the  r.&rxe  of  Peter's  Creek  and   it  was  naned  thus  in  honor   of   .>eter   -'easoner,   tho  as  a 
ORtter  of   fact   it  was  not   intended  so  mush  as  an  honor  as  a  Jest. 
Vol  V  Chap  2  no.    1237     q     Fr.  (feyer  Collootion     pc   e  211— 
"Grandfather   reter  ^easoner  went  out  to  see  and  winter  with  Uncle  John  at  the  time 
that  TTncle  Henry  moved,  and  in  hunting  got  lost   on  what   is  now  called   "Peter's     reek", 
which  was  naned   for  him.     The  2nd  ni^;ht   in  an  Indian  Canp  on  Hill's  Creek,    some  16  , 

niles  away  below  Cambridge  hwero  he  got  sonethinf,  to  eat.     I'.e  was  so  befogged  that  he    v. 
oonld   not  kill   anythinr*^.     lag  Indians  k  ew  Uncle  John  and  next  morning  told  him  how  to 
get  back  without  following  rhe  road,  srfiioh  >vas  a   long  way  around.     On  his  way  ?iome  he 
killed  a  ttear  and  rt«sted   sone  to  carry  witli  hin.     He  persied  his  journey,  at   ni?;ht 
camped  a-ain,  and  in  tho  ni -ht  hoard  Uncle's   cow-bells  and  got  back  in  time  f :  r  j^reakfi 


,   ■  Peter  Reesi:  er     OJt.t       p^^^e  7 

These  old   Pioneers  worti  rat     r  pro'id   of  t!  e  r  abilit,-  to   find  their  •"v^y  around   over  the 
mountains  a:  d   thru  tlie  woods,   by  dr^y  or  ni  It   and,    i     fact,    it  mir^ht   eosilvbe  a  nRt'er  of 
life  anc   death    for  the:i  to  beooiie  seriously  confused   in  their  directions. 

A  nun  who  went  out   in  the  woods  and  became   lost  wan,   in  those  days,   oorsidered  to  be  so  :e 
thing  of  a   "aissy".      So  the  Indiana  found  out  that  : eter  was   lofct  and  thoy  let   it   out  to 
their  frienda  end  Tleirhbors  and  they  nora^  the   stream  "Peter's  CreoV:"  and   auoh  is  it  called 
to  day.     However"     it  must  be  said   in  wxtunation  of  Peter,   that  he  had   just    -orio  to  this 
country  for  the   1st  tirie  and  ho  had   spent  practically  all  his  life  in  a  nuoh   oifferert 
country  where  heavy  woods  and  Mountains  prodomlaBtrtd  and   larf.er   atreams  we  -e  found  co  ild  be 
recognized  and  followed   up  or  down  according   to  their  ourron||.« 

Here  ha  found  vastly  different  corditiftis  at.d  he  went  along  after  his  deer,  which  he 
had  wuunded  and  was  follov/inr,  and   in  the  neenwhile  paying;   no  attention  to  his  iirrou- dinr,s, 
iktien  he  wanted  to   return  to  Jo)in'   house   everything   looked  alike  to  hirr  end    so  he  was  glad  ji^ 
wher.  he  stumbled  upon  the  c  np   of  the  Indians* 

•'•hey  gave  him  some  perched  corn  and  deer  neat  and  in  the  morning  started  him  on  his  way 
ho  le.  whichas  stated  above  he  ret.ohed.    safely. 

Census   1790  gives  tie  followi    ,;.     Westnnorel  nd  Co.   Rostf^ver  twp.    }'&, 
Peter  "Uoa  8 oner      3  neles   of   IG  or    over        3  ma  lea   less  than  16     8   fenfiles     no   8la-"^es. 

Jacob  Reaaoiier     1  male  of  16   or  over      1  aale  less   than   16        1  female 

Tliese  s>re  the   only  Reasor.ers  given  in  this  cena  js.     Jacob  the   son   of  Peter,  was^rn  in 
176&  as  will  be  shown  1'  ter  under  the  r^hildren   of  Peter. 

J«'Oob,   tVe  brother  of   Peter,   rena'r.ed  in  Patterson's  Creek  Valleva  a  will  be   oonclusivefy 
hown.  This  was  Peter* 5   2nd   son. 

11;  choice,   the  eldest  ci  ild  her   already  left  for  Ky.  v/ith  his   several   Tousina-  Paul 
Froman  Jr.,        Jacob  and  "olonjn  Speers  and  his  frienda     Nicholas  and  Jacob  Crist   or  Christ. 

The  Rostra ver  Twp   land  v/as  not  a'.y  too  fertile  at.d  they  thougt  they  were  getti    g  crowded        , 
and  the  pioneer   instinct  wh  ch  some   of  the  Reasonera  have  not  yet   lost,   induced   s  3ie  of 
the  fanily  to  think  of  this  lew  and  wonderful  country  of  C^iio,   concerning  which  the  tinders     I 
and    •trappers  spoke  so  highly. 

Accordingly,    in    1803     Jckn  Re?  s oner  went   out   to  take  a   look  and   findlnr.  it  aocordi   gto 
taste,   returned  and  brougjtt  his  f imily  back  with  him  and   landed   on  Jyly  4th   1803  whe-^e  New 
Concor*  (hio  is  today. 

He  purchased  his  fara  bs  will  be  deaoribed  1«  ter.  Shortly  after\«rd,  Henry  ca-ne  out  to 
join  him  and  i'eter  went  out  to  spend  •the  winter  with  John  (and  that  was  when  ho  g;  ot  lost) 
he  returned  to  Pa.   the  next  Spring. 

In   1805    'etor  and  his  wife,   and  Solomon,   Benjanin,  Nicholas  and  Jacob  a-^ived,   p'T- 
ohased  far  is  ard   settled  in  a    little  grouj)  around  where  New  ^^onoord  is  totiay. 

Por  ■the  most   pert  Perer  and  his  wife  lived  with  John  in  the  he  ae,   improved  and  still 
sta  ding,   just  ee^st   of  lev  ^ondord   on  tho  north   side   of   ttie  road. 

Peter  died   in   1807     end    it   is  believed   that  iiary  proceeded  him,   hut  by  honw  many  yrs. 
we  cannot    aay.      Theise  twi    were  buried    in  the   old    "Jeasor  er   f^uryin;*  Ground   on  tho  little 
knoll  overlooking  Crook<^d  Creek,  where   others   of  the  friaily  were  laid   to  rest. 

In   19S0  a   monument  waa  unveiled   i'.  Cambridge  .Ohio  to  -oldiers   of  the  Rev.  buriedn   in 
^urnsoy  no.  erd    .  oter   "^asoner's  nane  appears    jpon  the   list. 

VI     Chap  15     No.    153     The  Jgrrersoniai:   of  Cambridge, (Siio, 
Tells  of  unveilitig   of  monuner  t        oldiers  of   ■the  Rev. 

So  far  as   is  Vmown,   most    of   the  nhlLren    'of  Peter  a  d  ^ry  were  extremely  d  ev out  and  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.     It  i  s  assumed  •th.at  Peter  was   similarily  inoli   ed. 

It   should  bo  s^tatod  that  when  i  at  r  a'  d  '^'Vj,  and   ot  orsrf  the     fa ::ily  oane   out  to 
John  and  Heiary  thny   idd  not  cone   overland  as  the   others   ;«d  di>Bd,  but  boated  dv.Ti  the  Ohio 
River  and  then  came  up  the  Muskingjm  River, landing  at  Zanesv  lie  and  from  t'  ere  took  them 
out  to  his  h'jus    . 

\ttention    is  Rgain   invited  to  "The  Travels   of  George  '."sJ.ington"  ad  theaocomp^nyin,^ 
□ap  which  will  be  found   in  the  back  (f  Vol.   II      It  w   11  be   seon  tliat  George  V.'as)  injiton  must 
have  passed  by  his  boyhood  h..me  it;  Patterson's  Ceek  '/•illey  which  he  had  alrea  y   surveyed 
in   1748,   ¥»tien  dovm  the  Uonogahela  which   must  have  taken  him  by  Peter's   front  door  a  rd,  at 
he  time  when  Peter   nust  have  been  there. 


It  oan   soarooly  be  conceived  •tl;Bt  Peter  did  not  have  at   least  a    s.'eakinn;  acquaintance 
with  hisji.     Very  probably  mjry  have  entertained  him  at  sotae  tine  w}ien  he  was  passing 
thru       on  one  of  1  is  tri  is* 


Tjia  chapter  v;ill  be  followed  by  the  account  of  -^ttheiw    .,  Reasoner's  personal  tri  | 
trip  to  ^at^e^8on's  Creek     to  see  at  Ist  h^nd  the  country  in  whidi  his  forebears  came  ■ 
delve  in  the  records  of  that  country  and  to  bring  to  hight   some  tangiable  link  with 
thrse  now  living  aid  those  Ion,;  gone. 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  you  the  exact  date  of  his  trip  to  i^tt'jrson's  Creek 
as   it  lAA'dlfc  was   some  years  prior  to  1932     ns  tlat  was  the  tine  I   oat  hp.d   letters 
from  him     Dnoerning  tho  Reasoner  History 

Note. 

It  was  the  year  1930 

RvB  Ree.soner  Sienons 


Undated  data  initialed  by  Rev.   Royal  Frotnan  I^easor  er 

Aooordiri;;  to  your  Cousin  Joseph,  Nioholas  oane  from  Germany  and  had  tlree  snns— Peter, 
Jacob  and  Garrett. 

Peter  narried  a   Speers,    (  and  aooordlnr,  to  Mrs.   Doom)  had   Nicholas,   Benajmin,   Solomon,. 
John,  Horry,  Reka,   iJally  Hill,  Susie   Oean  and   Hanhael  Roberts  and   T  say  Jake. 

nen^fjmin  had    16  children.   T:  e  oldest  was  Joseph  born  in  the  f   11  of  1795.  Fe  is  yet 
alive  and   lives   in  New  Cumberland,  Grant  Co,   Ind,      I  will   send  you  his   picture.  Kis  pranison 
Robert  gave  it   to  me. 

Ben's   ot>:flr  cl\ildren  were  Peter,   Ben,   Stephen  the  father   of  Elizabeth  Doom,   John,   JacdD 
who  is   still  living,   Louis,  Henry,  Iloah  also  alive,  P.aoliael  Miller,   Betsy  Monroe,   Cassar.ier 
Grimes,    "oily  Oyer,   Sally  Dunn,   Nancy  Villy. 

Your  Uncle    Jol.  had   Peter,  John,  Koah,  Cyrus,   Rebecca,  L^arshall,    'oily  /  Lucas,'Iahala, 
and  Ilarriet. 

Your   Uncle  John  had   Ben,   Robert,  Nathan  who  lives  in  Ashland,   Saunders  Co.  Nebr., 
Joseph,   John,   Spears,   Sally  Bell,  Catherine  Conr;er,  Nancy  Findley. 

(   Sfeo  Saia(     Robort,  Joseph,  Will,  Harry,  D.B. 

Ben's  Joseph   )  Pen  BenC  John,   George 

Robert  lives  in  Oberlin  and   D.B.    in  Newburgh,   Yamhill  Co,   Ore. 

Ben's  Jolin   (     Janes  in   Ind.,     Hen   in  Calif,     Rich  in  Ind,     Louis  in  Calif   (U.Bre .Mini star 
(  Allen,     John,     Oliver  and  Joseph 

Ben's  Jacob      (   Louis     &t:d  Harraon  wi- o  is  dead. 

Ben's  Ben       had  I^e,  Marcus,   Sylverter,  Milton 

Her 'a  Peter  had  yiAghin.-ton  arid  Noah 

Ben's  Noah  hr.u   Calvin   (dead)  and  Joseph 

Ben's  STephen  had  Peterson  (dead)      Ben,  Henry  in  Ashland  Nebr.  a  nd   Stephen,  his  g'rls 

Ben's  feirls       ^litbeth  Doom,     Pg,cht.Ql  P-arding,  Mary  Loy,     Deliah  Moi^lfish, 

Hliza   Loy,     Sarah   (dead^  and  Itoirtha  Sears 

Sally  Hill     had  ^'olly,  Sally,  Nancy,  Cnssander 

R^ohf'el  Robers  had  Ashford,   San,  Joseph,  Nancy,   Levlna. 
Ashford  is  ft  M.G.   Preacher. 

If  you  have  time  and  feel   like  it,   yo.i  mif,ht  make  thn  list   more  extensi  ve.  There  Is  a 
Reasoner  about   6   or  10  miles  wo -t   of  here  but  he  does  not  bear  a  good  nano.       R.F.R. 

Garrett  R^asoner— Thi  Huguenot  who  migrated  to  Germany     hadt 
I. Christopher 
Z.Stephen 
S.NiohoI  s  (    1700  or   1705. 


Nicholas     170D  or  1705     hadi 

1.  Peter  b  1735  died   1807   in  Ohio.     Married  llary  Speers 

2.  Jacob 

3.  Garrett 


Peter  1735-1807  a  d  ?iary  hadj 

•     1.  liioholas  b  Dec.    11,   1764     married  Polly  Stout 
2.  Jacob      b   1768 
"•-     3.  Benjamin  b   1770  died  Jun  23,    1844 


Benjamin  hadj  Hioholas  hadi 

1.  Joseph  1799     1.  John  Stout     (Tryphena  Northway) 

2.  Rachael  2.  Hoi  ry    died  young 

3.  Peter     d   1868  3,  Aaron     grandfath-^r  of  Ifethew  A.  Rea; 
4*  'John  4.   Susaana     died  rattle  snake  bite 

5.  Stephen  5.  Solomon 

6.  Klizabeth  6,  Polly  (Mary)  died  ynung 

7.  Cassandra 


8.  Benjaain  John  Stout  T?ea8orier  ha-' i 

9,  Lewis  1,  Francis  llorthway  ReBsoner 

10.  Jacob  2.  Lucy  Case     (  Royal  Tracy  Ilawley) 

11.  Henry  5,  IJartin  Luther 

12.  ;Jary  (Polly)  4.  jfery  /■■bisail 

13.  Sarah  5,  John  Calvin     died  young 

14.  Kfi-oy  6.  Ellen   \n9lia 

15.  Noah  7.  John  Calvin  a-,in 

8.  ?fethey  Henry     died  young 

9.  iiartha  Tryphenia 

10.  Henry  Arba      (Ida  I./Z^Tfi^    Adans) 

11.  Eimaa  Tryphoaa 

12.  Mellisa  Jar  e       (Frank  Henkle 

13.  Royal  Proman     (  winters,  Calif.) 

Lucy  Caee  Reasoner  FAwley     ads     Rosetta,  John  Ira.     Francis  Het.ry,  Mary  or  Jfamie. 
Royal  Tracy.     Adaline  Belle,  /    Ella.  Harbort  Spencer.  Merton  Nadine. 

Descendants  of  John  St:mt  Reasoner  and  Tryphena   (Korthway)Rea8oner. 

X  John  Etout  Reasoner  b  Au-.  26.    1799     Maysville,  Ky.     died  June  12,    1891  buried  Seattl. 

Cpown  Hill  cemetery       oarried  Doc.  2y,    1833  at   Rainted  Post  N.v. 

„       .  TryP^'«na  Tryphosa  Northway    born  Oct.  4,   1014  at  Kssex  Vermont     died  Seattle  a 

May  4,   1905     buried  Crown  Hill  cemetery         they  had   13  children.  ( 

1.     Francis  Horthway  Reasoner     M.D.     born  Oct.    12,   1834     oteuben  Co.  N.v.  died  Aug  21 
1920  and  buried  at  cottenwood  Cemetery.  Madison  .Calif .     on  Aug  8,    l8Sf  66     he  married  Isl 
Addie  Locey    who  died  "*ay  30,    1869     child  birth,   child  died  a  s  well. 

He  rmrried  2nd     IJargret  Frances  Heal,   born  Apr  9,   1847  at  Wabash/Z/jlV  Co.   Ind. 
she  died  Jan  13.    1932  at  F;;»parto  Calif,  buried  '4p.di8on  Cal.     I*d  two  children 
Residence     Guida  Cnl. 

^  ^'HV\'!/-^r"®''  'fT^^  '^^'  ^^'   ^^^^   "^^"  ^  P°«*  Steuben  Co.  K.y.   Died  Au-  24,   1920 
buried   Seattle,  Crown  Hill  Cemetery     mar.  May  1.    1855  to  Royal  Tracy  iiawley  born  N.Y. 
died  Seattle  oa   1909  bur  Crown  Rill  aeiaete-y     10  ^iiildren 

Rive^^'^unmlJiS.^"^'""^'*  ^°"^  '^''°^  ^'^'   ^^^^     ^'^^  ^^"^  ^^'  ^^^^  ^^  drowning  in  Clounblf 
f'J!'**''  ■;;bi6«il  Reasoner     born  rub.  24.   1839     near  Kewton  111.     died  Doc.   14,   1925  burit 
Aurora,  Ore^ m     mar  Feb.   15,    1860     1st  to  Alva  Condit     born  June  3.   1831  in  111.  died       i 
Doc.   1.    1862  buried  AumsviUe,   Ore.     1  e^  i  Id .     married  2nd  Jan  /  5     1865  to  J.hn  PeS 
Cole  0  Nov.  7,    1838     died  April  8.   1918  at  //;^/ Aurora,  Ore.     6  ohl.     res.  Cnnby^^e.    ' 

5.  John  rlvin  Re-s   oner  died  y  ung     a^e  8  months. 

L  ^i'^R?fi^^J  ^^^T''  r.''^.^  t^'""  V   ^^*^     ^"  ^^^-     ^"^i*^  ^'^  ^ellefountain,Ore.     mrr 

fountain!' 1  chilL'i'^"^  '"''     '°^"  "^^  '''   ''''  ^'  ^-'  ^-  ^-^-     ^«  ^-^^^  Belle. 

7.  'Jathew  He  :ry  Rear-oner     born  5  Mar  1847  in  Ind.  and  d  ed  Sept    11.    1849. 

8.  John  Calvin  Reasoner  born  Nov.  8,  1845  Ind.  or  111.  census  (^ives  Ind.  died  An,.  'K  /I 
i'  H^'l^/^i-  '•  '''S  Mult-«o«ah  Cemetery  in  Portland  Or:r('n::  pape;  oflu^^J^.  0 
rReironer'childr;;:"""'^  aieason,nee  Bonney,  daughter  c^  Jarius  and'ja'ne  (Elkin)Bo^;y 

?*  ''^ii-*n!'^P^'''*  l^J°':^''  ^  '^y  ^»   ^^*9  "T"*^**  Haute  Ind.     died  ?*ir  9,    1940     buried  at 
Yoncalla  ore.     mar  Oct.  31     1866  to  Alexander  Franklin  Storment  born  Julyl^    IS^In   II 
died  April  11.    1909     buried  Camp  Creek  Oregon.     4  children     res.  Yoncalla  o/e. 


Roa sonar  family  of  John  Stout  oont. 
10     Henry  Arbt    Roasoner  born  Kob,   25,   1851  near  Terra  Haute  Tnd.  died  Nov,   16,   1927 
Bellinghan  Vash.  body  oremeted.     reirried  May  Z'i,    1876  Ida  Irene  Adans  born  Jan  26,   1857 
near  McMinnville,  Oreson     died  Oct.  5,   1926  nellincham     also  orermted.     3  oh. 
moved  to  Bellinghan  in  1B90  from  Kliokitai.  Co, 

11.  Rtnna  Tryphosa  Roesoner     born  Sept  24,   1853     at  Forest  Grove     died  Jan  24,   1884     buri« 
Canby,     Aurora  Gribble  Grave  yerd,       married  Samuel  Gribble     Tiho  died   1913     bom  S.C, 

12.  Melissa  Jar.e  Reasoner     b  ^u{;;.  8,   1G56     ^olunbia  ^o.  Ore.  /^i^^^fd.  died  Set)t   12,    in96 
Buried  Priest  River  Idaho     mar  Jan   11,    1879     Pranois  I-farion  Konkle     b  'tey  23,    1855  at 
Philmath  Orep;on     died  Jan  C,   1933     buried     rieat  River  Idaho     7  child. 

13.  Royal  ;»ronan  Reasoner  born  Deo.    17,    1857     at  Soappose,  Columbia  Co.  r>re.  died 
July  2fi,    1930     Buried  *anterB,Calif .     cjar  Dec.   26,   18G9     Christine  McDonald     born  Deo. 
24,   1859  Elmira   111. 

In  tJ.ia  year  of  1946  still  living  Res.  V^inters  Calif.     6   diildren. 
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A  VISIT  TO  PATTflRSuK'S  CRSTJK     BY  MATT'Rff  Ay  P.EASO'-ER 

Of  sovaral  visits  to  Patterson's  Creek  Ytf.Vb.  the  most  enjoyable  was  ore  iip.de  durin;-;  tVie  sum 
mer  of  1930  at  whioh  time  I  had  the  pleas'ire   of  attendinc;  theJr  4th  of  July  celebration. 
Thru  tho  desorlptior.   of  tl.e  farm  gi^en  in  tho  transfers  and   in  Jaoobs  will,    it  was  possible 
to  oono  to  a  oonolusi  n  as  to   its  location  and  thien  by  folloiving  up  Subsequent  transfers  to 
iienpshire  and  Mineral  Counties  it  was  possible  to  prove  it. 

It  rairht  be  well  to  tell  1st  ho\-;  to  rsanh  th's  farn  st:d  it   si  not   in  anyway  difficult 
It  Is  about  7  nilos  north   or  dowr.   stream  from  Furlin-ton  and    on  both   sides  of  the   stream, 
the  house  originally  on  the  V/ost  vank.     The  best  way  is  from  Perksburo;  or  Arietta,  across 
the  Sta^e  of  V<.  ,Vn,   passing  thru  Clarksbu-j;;,  Ojrafton,   ^omony,  thenoe  to  Vdndhester,  Va , 
and  then  on  to  V,     h.  D.C.      AboMt  14  miles  v/ost   of  Romany  atid  perhaps  40  miles  west  of  the 
intorseotion  of  ^his  road  wltli  tho  eastorn  boundary  of  r;.  Va ,     is  located  the   little  fBft0l6^ 
villaf.e  of  'JurlinrtoD,   2   or  300  yards  from  Patterson's  C  -eek. 

Burlington  cons  sts  of  a  hotel  end  a   store  ard  a    h-".ise  or   two.     About  200  feet  east 
of  the  hotel  is  a   little  lane,  not  much  wider  than   the  automoiile,  and  this   is  the  way.  This 

narrow  road  twists  ard  turns  now  up  on  a   lodge  and  nc.-?  runnin^^  along  almost   on  tho  level, 
at   one  time  olose  to  the  stream  end  then  half  a  mile  distant.  Fowevor  it  is  a  gravel  r  ood 
and   otie  can  nakre  good  time. 

Quite  a  little  timber  is  still  standin;,  tho  muoh  of  it  is  2nd  growth.  Along  the  roadside 
are  houses  dating  back  to  varitAis  periods.  Then  there  are  t^i-?  log  cabins,   some  <Jf  them  our 
forefathers  ni£;ht  have  krown.   Then  tern  tho  more  pretentious  structures  which  were  put  up 
after  the  war   of  the  Rev.     when  land  titles  bacame  fixed   and  prosperity   smiled   upon  then, 
at  d  a  few  of  later  date,  but  everywhere  ti  ere  is  tie  evidence   of  antiquit. 

The  valley  from  Rurlinf.ton  down  to  tho  R^asoners  farm  and  beyond  is  from  3/4  to  a  mile 
and  a  half  in  width  and  to  this  is  added  the  a  dditional  areas  of  nnay  little  -uns  leading 
into  i^ttorson's  creek. 

The  black  dirt  was  washed  off  from  the  hills  and  it  is  present  in  h»avy  strata  in  the 
valley.   It  is  a  wonderfully  felrtile  valley  and  all  the  f"^  rmera  who  have  good  farms  looked 
prosperous.  Then  they  have  ovefflows  from  time  to  ti  lo  ard  taht  adds  to  the  fertility  of 
the  soil, 

i'^ollowing  the  reed   for  about  5  liles,    O' e  cones  to  Tleadsville  and  that  is   even   less  of 
a  vi    lafa  than  T^urliri^iton,      It   is  church  and  a   school,  a  beautiful  green  and    level  meadow 
borderin;^  tho  stream,   surrounded  by  a  grove  of  noble  forest  trees,  with   tv/o  houses  in  sight 
and  a  bridge  ov^r  the  stream.  Ilo^dsville  is,  hov/ever,   more  than  this  as  it   somewhat   of  a 
community  center,  which  assumes  special  importance  becatjse  hero  the     practice  their  particu- 
lar sport  which  is  peculiar  to  them  and  has  been  ao  for  generations.     However  more  of  that 
later. 

But  Ileadsville  has  more  t' an  this  to  attract  tiie  attention  and  five  food  for  thought,  IWe 

It  was  that  Fort  C-ooke  was   located  shortly  after  1750  end  here  is  was  that  tJ-.e  early 
settlers  sought  refuge  when  hard  pressed  by  the  raidu.g  I  dians, 

I  passed  alon;   in  the  mornin,^-  and   thT  real  cele  ration  wtie   not   to  be;-in  for  several 
hours,  and   se  I  continued   on  my  way,  droasi-,g  a    little  run  I  mounted  up  over  a  hill  and 
thence  camo  down   once  moro  to  the  level   land  here  the  road  W'ded^  out   3   or  4  feet.  Then   I 
passed   the  Parker  house  (He  wtio  was  of  th^  rifle  gun  described  in  the  Chapter  of  Peter  R.) 
who  narried  Susannah,  daurhter  of  Jacob,     Then   I  passed  the  Umatot  ffouse  and  he  is  a  des- 
cendant  of  Peter  U^stot,  who  wns   shown   present   in  th*?   tax   list   of   1782  with  Jacob  ard   C-ar- 
rott,      i'hen  come  the  old  Rees  house  ard   tiie  little  log  hut   seen//  in  the  Ftootograph.  The 
Rees  name   is  mentioned   in  Jpoob's  will.     Now  I  vir.a  i-    t\w  -Torporato  limits  of  Rees's  mill 
whidh   is  given  as  such  on  the  map.     It  cons' stshowever  of   one  little  one-room  country  store 
at  the  oross  roads,  with  the  house  of  the  ovmer  by  the  side  cf  it.     Several  hundred   yards 
farther  on  a  bridge  crossing  over  Patt  rson's  Creek. 

Ylvt  allowin-;  myself  to  be  beguiled  by  the  attractions   of  Reese's  mill,   I  continued 
on   ny  way,  crossing  tl  e  Bridge  followed  the  mad  past       severrl  old-time  ho  ises,    one  about 
a  mile  distrtt,  the  homo  of  '!".   Ro '«rt  Kyykendall.     About  200  yards  beyond  the  bridge,  and 
to  the  left  is  an   old  uninhabitated  ho  ;se  standing  baTk  a    little  way  frun  the  road  and   on 
the  bank  of  rtetterson's  rreek.  This  was  the  homo   of  /.bmham  Johnson,    "rentlenan,  whose  name 
is  affixed  to  the  tax  lirt  of   1774   (  also  census  of  1790)   in  whioh  Jacob  Reasoner's  name 
appears.  He  ard  tl;e  Kuykendalls  were  the  r. of  rest  nei.^hbors    uf  Nicholas  Peasoner.   Those  fanil 

ies  hf  ve  all  intermarried, 

I  went   inside  the  old  house  and  it  was  evident  thet,  at  that  time,    it  was  a   preten- 

Vous  home.     Tlie  tw     old  firepltces  in  adjoining  rooms  are  still  tl  ere,  around  whioh 
oholas  a  d  Peter  end  Jacob  a  d      .irrott  must   have  sat   on  b  one  of  tho  oold  days  •^nd  the 
ntry  nij-hts  and  conversed  with  tJeir  neighbor,  v/1  lie  t!  e   snow  flow  andthe  wind  was  howling- 


Then  I  wishfld  that   soae  of  thair  aonversatioo  and  stories  m-rht  have  been  preserved  so 
might  hfi-e  known  more  a  bout  then.     After  my  proloneed  se  rohat  Inst   I  ims  in  oortaot 
with  inaniaate  objects  which  served  as  a    conreotinf:  lihk  between  no  and  those  Ion-  aro 
forebears.     These  distant  persons  nbuut  whon  I  l-ad   so  Much  ooutosity  hf.d  aotuallv'been 
here  and     t  seemed  to  give  then  e    little  more  realltv  t> an  eve"  before. 

M     K  ^^^?  a  littlo  further  on,  perhaps  200  yi,rds  is   located  the  old  Johnson  Buryinc  Qroul 
No  burials  have  taken  place  here  since  1854.  So  far  as  the  stones  indioete.     "ere  is  a 
stone  erected  to  the  raenory  of  Abraham  Johnson,   Gentleman  who  died   in  1801  at  the  aee    .f 
29  yejtrs.  und  his  wife  f;atherinc  who  died  in  1841  so  far  as  tho   sto-es  indicated. 

Tnenhere  is  a    stone  erected  to  t  he   laemory  of  Abraham  J*inson   .Oentleraan  and  his  wife 
*,     !     /^^°iocr®     f  '^"^^  Johnson  >vho  was  born  in   1786  and  d^ed   1848  and  his  wife  Nancy 
who  dxed   m  1854.     Okey  was  a  witness  to  the  sale   of  Jacob's  farm  by  his  heirs  (Vol  II 
Chap  7  .o.   285     Arjaloa  irice,  who  ^m3  also  a  witness  to  Jacob's  >rlll  and  whose  fa-aily 
intermarried  with  that    of  Jacob  is  buried   in  the  cmemtery  over  on  the  Parkera  farm. 

The  >(Johason  Juryinc  ground  is  a  family  cemetery,  hut   it  would   seera  from  the  roui^h 
stone  ^^rkera  a  d  the  ap  pearanoe  here,  and   that  there  ar«  laore  than   60  oersons  buried 
oT'lnTi-  i  .n/'  ''""''''  tS"  r''^i  ^^""^  occurred  with  the  Johnson,  and  Kuykendalls  only, 
or  so  it  w,.uld   seem.     This  burying;    .round  is  net  nore  than  i  n,ile  fmm  the  old  Reasoner 
^r;^^^f  "i  across  fields  and  it  is  not  beyond  ti:e  range  of  possibility  that  Nicholas  Ir 
hSfc  wife  -lay  have  been  buried  here.  This  is  adva:  cod  .nly  as  a  possibility.     The  ownir 

tlttlK^    f  Tu"^  Ground  upon  it,  nor  has  )  e  nor  any  other  person  in  the  vinLitj 

th«r«  r  rV>       «f     >  ^i^'^t^  ^"''^^"^  2^°""^''  ^'**  universally  reppected  by  the  peop 

there  and  they  also  have  a    legal   status  so  wh.ile  it  is  ^npossihle  to  positively  rule  oS 

^errb^r^^d^tho;;:'' ''"''' '''  **'  ''^  ^''''''''  '^  ^^^^^  ^-^^  --  ^-^  -^-^  *^«t  thV 

Reesea  Kill  wa.   located  about  300  yards  d.wnstrean  from  the  old  hotae  of   ',br«ham 
Johnson,    .-entlenan,  ard   on  the  Eastern  bank.     All  that  rer^fns  now  is  a   little  trace  of 
the  old  ra   e  .nd  a  few  scettere     sto.es.     i'or  a  half  .ile  or  no^^e  it  had  been  possible 
to  see  across  tho  valley  whe  -e  a  ho.s     waa  situated  u >on  a   little  elevation  surround,^ 
by  t»eee'an,i    over   lo  kinc  the   strean  .nd   th.   valley.   I  wa .  headed  direohlv  north  and  i 

iTL'l^l'Z'^^  '   "^  "2:°"'  ^'^•.•^"y^«»^^ll«  -^^out  a   .ile  and  -}  from  Reeses  Mill  .ridge     ' 
is  the  lane  leeJ  re  west  across  tho  valley  over  the  old  TUoholas  Reasoner  farm. 

It     3  a  publ.c  roac    though  one  would  neve-  k.  ow  it.      It  is  necessary  to  cross  the 
Creek  a.  a  then  follow  along  what   is   one  of  the  b^s   of  the  Creek  nnd  then  foll^  along 

n         ir  ^  n  ^  J*^*'  ""^'^  ''''^  *"^"  *"  ^'^  ^«^*  ^^'  ^^'-t   of  the  barn  a  r,  wo  arrived. 

P  ac'ft^  th     r:'th  '  T  .'"""  "^^  '"  ^""^  ''^  founda:ion  of  the  .Id  ho.e  ^ith  ^he  Jire;* 

£l  A.H         ^   ?•   .?^  \"''^  "^^   8  tuatad  upon  a   bank  25  fe.  t  a^ove  the   level  of  the 

the  .  or?h  a4  sl^of  i^  f  °''V\\'/'"'  '"  "'''*'°"  ^'^  '^  ''  ''  P^^^ected  by  h:  lis  froa 
the  .orth  and  s  11  of  it  very  fertile  as  that  which  Jacob  purchased  afterward.  The  farm 
is  nn;v  owr  ed  ard    occupied  by  ;;r.   Ernest  Kimble.  aixierwara.   The  farm 

rLlrs  Of  wh«f  ,„.  Apparently  it  wa.  on  Jacob's  ,-round.  Then  r.  Kimble  told  me  of  th 
robins  ot  what  haa  once  been  cloa -ing  a  little  farther  up  the  hill  ard  I  looked  t-at  ( 
bi  thnri:inri\"  *i:  P^-Vf  t,,.  farm  which  ^rrett  had'  p.rchasL  a'd  w^  a%  I'took  t 
.^<.l  I  il  1  ^  "^  ^'  °"  *^**  P'^***  '^'^^  -"'^o^  ^^  purchased  from  Potor.  Mr.  Kimble 
d'te     t  L"'  .  '""''  r.''"  '"''"  ^"  property,  which'^was  purchased  by  Jacob  at  a    la 

d.t9,   t  ere^^as  ono  spotwhere,   when  ploughin,,  he  often  turned  up  pieces  of  broken 
pottery  or  china.vare,    evidently  oooupied   later  than  Nicholas. 
^.^  I*^n°^*t   Burlington  ar:d  baok  to  Headsville  to  see  this  celebration  in  which  I  wa«  ■ 
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Of  course  they  hRd  a  band  and  a  apeakor  or  two  Rnd   t!:o  fir«  Engine  oo,   from  Romney  oacie  out 
and   perfor-Tvad,  but  ttiat  was  all  incidental  to  the  big  event  of  the  day.   and  thbt  was  the 
sport  t}:t.t  dBtes  bfcck  to  the  titae    of  Knif^.t  !*rantry  and  tho  Middle  Ages,  which  was  brou-^ht 
over  by  their  or  our  forefatliers   150  or  ZDO  years  a   o,     Durinj  all  theao  yoars  has  been  kept 
up  ar.d  held  as  somethin-^  in  which  tho  yojnG  n<7n  should  exccll*  It  is  the  nobel  sport  of 
JOUSTING, 

They  have  a   series  of  upri^^hts  about  9  feet  in  heif/nt     r;d    10  font  apart,  with  a  hori- 
sontal  bar  ucross  the  top  a'ld   set  at  distances   of  about  50  feet  in   from  the  other,  .''-om 
the  center  of  each  of  tho  bars  sT.ing8  pendent  in  vjhich  sa^^ll  bene  rin-s  a~-e  loosely  attached 

at  a  hei.-ht  of  about  7  feet.  IV.  i-  coriteste-nte  we-e  mounted  upon   fast  riding;  horses   or  ponies 

and  with  a   lei.oe  ';nder  their  right  arm  t.hoy  rode  ■  t   full  speed  t^e  len-th   of  the  course, 
oarryinp  off  u  on  their  lance  as  iiany  of  those  rings  as  possible.     This  is  a  aport  which 
they  enjoy  nnd  which  they  practice  frequently  as  it  is  to  ^  o  expectf»d  gone  ofthec  were 
//^/  excoedin  ly   skillful. 

Sir  Knif^ht  Cunnir.,2;hani  was  in  oharpie  o€  the  Iloustin^  tnd  her  performance  wrs    of  tVie  most 
graceful  and  finished   of  all.     Mr,  Kuykendall's   sisiall  son  had   the  sood    fortune  to  win  in 
the  youth's  event,  which  ga  »  f,reat  happiness  to  all  of  h2s  family. 

This  contest   is  preliminr- ry  to  anothorwhiioh  at  +  raots  the  greatest  a  ttonti on,  and  that    is 
the  presentation  of  the  "Crown  of  Beauty"  lyt  eh  win:  er,  and    it  is  a     ree^    honor  and   is 
perfomod  upon  the  stand  with  nuoh  oeronony,  to  tf.e  doli^Vit  of  thf   onlookers. 

A.nd  then  I  wandered   off  and  up  th.e  side  of  tho  hill  with  the  hope  of  r,ettinr;  a  good 
photoj;raph   of  the    scene.   I  climbed   up  a  d  up  a  .d  finally  reached  a   spot  where  spread  out 
far  below  me  was  tho  windin^;  etre  n,  t  e  tiwerin,-   oaks  end   elns,  w/    ch  surrounded  the  am- 
phitheater, the  tnurour   of  th<?  people  below  floated   up  from  time  to  ti-no  and   I  sat  and  drank 
in  tho  beauty  of  this   lovely  spot  were  the  feet   of   our  ancestors  hr-d  trod. 

The    stream  sp'^d  oi,   its  way,  windinr  back  and  forth  pfest  th«   old  Reasoner  farm  the  out- 
lines  of  which  was  scarcely  visible,   then  presently  it  lost   itself  in  a  cleft  in  the  distant 

hills.  Above  the  sk;^  was  blue  with  fra,;,nisnts  of  fleecy  clouds  fljaling  leisurely  by  far 
away  tcward  the  distant  hor' zon  th.e  bluiJih  fnc'   hazy  mountains  were  resting  in  aoaver  majesty, 

Preaainc  of  those  da, s  which  are   -one,   ray  nind  reverted  to  the  tjne  when  Old  Fort  Cocke 
WR8  tnere  in  the  open  spot  Just  below  ne.  ad   of  scenes  i*lioh  nay  have  ben  enfoted  where  now  j 
wa      only  a    piece  of  quiet  beauty  a    scone  oi    happy  neetir  g  of  all  tho  inhabitants   of  the  area, 

Ther«  is  no  question  lut  that   our  ar  castors  n  ist  hove  sought   shelter  t  orn  at   scnetirie. 
perhaps  in  fear  fend   perhaps   in  agonized  anxiety.     It   is  impossible  for  us  to  realize  wJsat 
they  passed  thru.  Teh  courege  end  tenacity  of  purpose  requ  rwi   o  f  tJiotn.  Thpy  sufered 
thft  t  wo  night  en j  oy . 

21-ien  as  the  sunbegen  to  sink  I  njpde  ny  way     ack  toihe  grounds  and  here  I  found     r. 
Unstot  v.h  o  said  I    "^If/l  ere  litvo  you  been?"     we  hfive  bee  n  lo  kin -,  nil  over   for  you.  Come  on 
hoiie  with  us."     Then  thoy  explained  t  et  while  they  expootod     e  to  -o  home  and   onjoy  supper 
with  then  and   stfiy  over  nitwit.   It  wo  Id  be  a   jreat  pleas  re  If  I  v.'ould   stop  several  days 
and  Kr.  Unstot  would  go  around  with   mo  and   sho-iv  ne  eve  ythin,;  I  wished  to  do. 

Mr.  Ufflstot  would  go  aro  aid  with  me  eiid   show  ne  evor^'thing  ar.d  v;e  could  hunt  up  cemeter 
ies  and     Id  Bibles  and  anything  I  wished  to  do.     r/ell  I   oorapronised  by  being  hone  to  supper 
with  the.     It  Mi&s  a  big  ftmily  and  two  fif  their  narried  rhildrep  were  tl.ere  and  we  had  a 
fin©  time.   I  was  able  to  tell  them  sonet'iinf,  about  the  armor  and  weapons  of  night  err«ntjry 
and  thtt   started  t   ir.;s  off.      I  stopped  over  ni^jht  in  K-^yser,   bought  scrie  filas  and  the 
f  ollowinr;  morning  photo  -raphed  the  whole  Peascner  farm. 

Mow  my  visit  was  over  and   I  loft  Fatterson's  Creek  Vclley  with  regret,  btit  with  happy 
memories   of  kindly  friends  and  mental  pioturos   of  t^  o  early  Reas-o' er  homo  which  will  stay 
with  rae  as  long  as  I   1  ive  and  sone  day  I  am  gong  baoka^^ain  to  that  beautiful  little 
valley  at.d  those  hospi<mble  friends  and  war.der  around  and   loaf  and  drink  in  tho  inspiration 
which  I  hope  will   still  be  there  as   it  was  on  this  m-^mtreble  vis't. 

Note.         In  the  Ref-aoner  History  as  compiled  by  liathew  A.  R  asoner 
there  are  nn^ny  interesting  plot  jres  taken   on  this  trip.       His  history  contains  nany  maps 
old  de4ds  ar.d   photost!<tlc   pictures   of   old  documents.      R.^.S. 


Letter  dated  Oct.   29,    1837     Liberty,   I'ear  Kaskaskia,   111.      from  I!rs.  John   Stout 
Reasoner  to  hor  parents   living  at  Paintoal  Post   Steuben  Co.  N.Y. 
Honored  Parents: 

It  is  with  f>reat  anxiety  I  have  been  waiting  to  hear  from  you.  You  cannot  think  but 
what   your  daughter   lovesyou  «s  dearly  as   ever   she  did,   althou  h  duty  has  called  her   so  great 
a  distar ce  from   /ou.     No.  never  can  I   forget  the  kind  attention   of   such  beloved  parents, 
those  that  ha^e  given  me   so  nuoh   rood  advice  and  has   taught  me   of  a   Savior's   love,    Often  do 
fljthink  of  the  happy  hours  I  have  spent  Rt  home  with  you  and  my  brothers  and   sisters  that  are 
so  dear  ot  me.     How  happy  would   I  bo  to  enjoy   those  hours  arain  but   the  distanne  forbids   it. 

But   let   my  parents  bo  comforted  wren  they  think  of  their   chi  ■dren,that   t   ey  arR  in  a 
good   cause,   that   they  have  come  here  to  tell  a    Sfivior's   lov=),    (O-'^ten  do   I   think  of  the  happy 

hours   I  have   spent  with  you)   comitted   to  s-nr.ars  that  arei^oing  the  downwprd   road   f^at   le-,ds 
to  f  estruotion,      vnd    if  we  cen  i^ii^/^J./^  be  t  e  feeble  means  of  leading   one  sinner  to  Jesus 
will   not   thiit   repf.y  us?      I  think  you  will   sfy   "yes".      I   neve'-   left  1..Y.  w:^th  the  idea   of  en- 
joying  myself  eny  better  tl'an   I  did  there.      I  have  not   had  as   ".any  hardships  and   inconviences 
to  pass  thru  as   I   expected   before   I   left,  altho   I  am  deprived   of  miany  religious  privileges 
that   I   enjoyed  there-  yet   the  love   of  Jesus   is  as   precious  to  me  as   ever.     Thesrailes   of  T'im 
will  moke  me  heppy  under  what   ever  ciroamstances  they  rnav-  be  places.  Y/e  have     een  greatly 
favored    of   '\^A    ever   since  we   left   there.     V-'hile   on   our  journey  we  were  blest  with   good  healti 
until  we  dr^nk  of  the  Mississippi  River  that   served   us  as   if  we  had  taken    salts.      My  health 
was  very  poor   for  two  or  three   montl  s  but  have  enjoyed  good  health  over   since,    except  a   few 
weeks   of   the  warmest  weather   ,   riy  health  war,   poor,   but   I  now  enjoy  good  he&lth. 

Mr.   Peasoner  was   sich   one  week  in  June  with  the  ague,   but   enjoyed   food  health   ever   sJrce 
or  did  the   last   time   I    sfw  hiip.       He  has  been   go!:e   three  weeks   lacking  two  days  to  Presbytr^ 
and  Syr.od.     I  expect  him  home  in  two  more  days.   Frt-niis   is  as  hurty  as  a  bear  f  r.d  has  been 
ever    since  his    sickness   lest  winter.     He   hf  s   not   forgotten  you  for  wheri   I  began  to  write  he 
asked   rae  whi.t   I  was  doing.    I  told   him  I  w  s  writing   to  Grandpa   end   Grardma  Northway.   He   said 
,''May   not   I   go  end   see  them  and  be  with   wholly?"     Lucy  has  been  well,  a    11  but   cutting  her 
teeth.      Thvt  has  trtde  her   puny  '^ll   sum  ler,   but   she  is   now  as  hearty     s   she  could  be.   r.he   is 
as    little  and   pretty  as  ever  and  beats   everything  to   jabber   I  ever   sfW.      She   speaks  but   few 
words  *hat   I  can  understand.     Her  dispositbon  is  very  different  from  Frf.nois.        e  never  have 

hfld   to  v*iip  her  at/ a  11  to   spe^k   of  and    she  is  a   very  loving  child. 

Fpther  I   thinK  it  woDld  be  better  for   you   if  you   could   sell  your   place  and   come  to  this 
state.   There  is   so  much  good   Ifi'd  a- d    so   cheap,   and   a  farmer  certainly  can  get  a   living   much 

easier  there  than  they  can   there.  'i<idow  Pettit's   4  boys,   the  oldest   16,   the  youngest   10 
have   sold  wi^ieat  atd    oats   to  cone  to  about  400  dolL-rs  this   summer  and  they  did  all  the  work 
theriaelves   except  a   few  days   in  harvest.      They  threshed   it  all  and  took  it   to  merket  and   the 
1st   of  Sept   I  was  there  and   they  hed   25  acres  ready   to  put   into  ivheat. 

But,   0,    think  of  the  want   of  Christian   inflyence  that  is  needed  here   in  a   new  settled 
state,      I  can  assure  you  that   I  should  be  very  happy  should  Providence   order  it  that   you  and 
your   family   should  come  in  this   state  to  live.      It  has  not  been   near  as  v/arm  here  as   I   ex- 
pected.  The  v;e4ther  is  very  pleasant.   I  want  you  to  write  as   soon  as  you   get   my   letter  and 
tell  me  about   Sherman's  family  more   particularly  than  you  did  before,   and  about   Isaac   Gonsel 
a   d   all  the  news  you  can  think  of.   Produce  is   not  as  high'here  as   in   m?iny  places.     VTieat,    otB 
doll'  r,      corn   25^     potatoes  three  bits,  beef   3,^/     pickled   pork     lOp^     bacon   12|-^     oats   25/  pa- 
bushel,  butter  has  sold  all   su  imer  for  on  hit  a  pound  but  now  sells  for  IG/  a  pound,   cheese 
three  pickannes  a   pound.      I   hope  tMs   let'-.er  will  find  you  all  well  end   enjoying   the  blessir 
of  v-od.      Give  my  love  to  Francis  and  wife  at.d   kess    little    George  for   me,   and   my  love  to  all 
inquirii.g  friends.  Your      ffoctionate  P-  ughter 

T.R. 

',S,  The  robbers  are  very  bad  in  St.  Louis  (  Hero  pa  t  of  the  letter  is  torn  off  and  then 
continues)—  came  up  on  one  boat  to  St.  Louis  23  were  taken  up  for  breaking  open  a  jewellers 
store.  Two  have  been  shot.  There  was  a  young  Lidy  went  into  '^t.  Louis  to  trade.  She  warted 
the  merchant  to  change  a  50  dollar  note.  He  told  her  he  could  not  very  well,  but  told  her 
to  get  what  she  wanted  and  e  would  set  it  to  her  aurther.  (?)  She  put  the  note  in  her  boson 
and  w}  en  she  started  home  thera  was  a  young  nian  overtook  her  and  told  her  she  had  a  50  |  note 
and  |«m$l«t9|#.;$|$$m#||##|««»$$i4$)ii«e^Q$r'|l!t$$  she  must  give  it  up.  :he  took  it  and  threw 
it  a  3  far   as    *;e  could.  He  got  off   of  his  horse  to  piok  it   up.   She   started  her  horse  son  the 

run  and  his  followed  hers.    She  stopped  at  the  1st  house  and  they  got  his  horse  and  found 
800  dollars   in  silver  and  a  bloody  bosom  in  his   saddle-bags. 

postage  25/  on  this    old   letter. 


Letter  dated  Dec.   5,    1841     Newton  111.   fro"i  ^Irs.  John  Stout  Reosoner  to  her  parents 

living  in  Painted  Post,   Steuben  Co.  IJ.Y.   addressed  to  Francis  Horthwy     pasta-e  Z^^ 

Dear  Parentsi  It  is  thru  the  blessing  of  (lod  fthdt  I  am  permitted  once  more  the  p-ivile 
of  writing  to  you  to  let  you  knov;  that  the  state  of  our  health  which  is  very  poor.  Our 
children  have  taken  sick  the  1st  of  July  aid  are  not-*.ll  yet.  « nd  ni -ht  say  wq  have  "^A 
sick  eversinoe  I  last  wrote  to  you.  I  v/as  taken  sick  last  Jan  and  on  t>>e  29th  day  I  rs?^, 
blessed  with  mother  fine  son.  We  called  his  m  me  John  CP.lvin.  I  tos  very  sick  not  exil 
pected  to  live.  %'^%%%^%%  Mr.  Reasoner  wf.s  taken  sick  before  I  ims  able  to  do  anything 
f nd  in  3  weeks  from  the  time  I  wa3  so  low,  he  was  not  expected  to  live.  But  the  Lord  il 
mercy  restored  us  to  health.  .»hen  our  children  was  ta'-cen  sick  th.=jy  rem  taken  withOet^-( 
torn.;  ?.e  broke  the  fever  and  then  they  took  the  (?)  a-d  foVer".  One  week  after  t»^e- 
were  taken  sick  I  was  taken  dovm  and  was  not  expected  to  live  for  2  or  3  times.  A  week 
after  I  was  taken  sick  oir  apprentice  was  tcken  w-:th  the  liver  eompl<.  nt.  Then  the^e  w| 
but  three^well  people  in  the  family.  lir.  Reasoner,  'ferand  and  the  babe  all  continued  si 
and  Mr.  R  as  oner  waiting  on  us  day  end  nir;ht  until  he  was  taken  with  the  ague  and  fever 
•  nd  when  Eis  fever  was  on  him  he  would  know  nothin,'.  .iaranda  and  tbe  babe  also  had  thi 
chills  and  fever.  tSarandE.  htd  it  very  light,  sometimes  she  would  be  clear  of  U,  but  tj 
babe  continued  to  suffer  but  or- ly/  for  a  short  time.  TheHord  gave  him  and  the  Lord  t  ooV 
hira  away  Ee  vms  not  sick  quite  2  weeks.  The  18th  of  Sept.  one  of  the  neighbor  women  cam, 
and  took  uiim  up  and  brou,;ht  him  into  my  room.  I  took  him  in  my  bosom  Jlewas  cold  as  ic« 
We  tried  to  .--ive  him  seme  Bateman  drops  to  warm  him,  but  he  could  not  swallow  them  and 
died  an  about  an  hour.  He  breathed  very  hard,  untl  a  few  minutes  before  he  died  he  shut 
his   eyes  and  breathed   easier  and   easier  until  his  breath   left  him. 

Mr.  Reasoner  was  so  sick  he  knew  nothing  when  the  babe  died.  Wlien  he  came  to  himself 
Francis  told  him,  he  would  not  believe  it.  Thoy  told  him  it  wa.  so.  He  came  into  my  ro 
and  sat  do^/^  on  ny  bed.  ^  I  told  him  how  easy  he  died  and  asked  hin  if  he  could  not  riv« 
him  up.  K8  said  yes".  In  a  few  minutes  Mr.  vrrd  came  in  ar.d  it  was  as  much  as  he  coul 
do  to  gat  him  back  to  bed,  and  he  never  spole  m  word  until  the  next  morning,  he  akked  me 
where  John  Gal vm  was.  He  was  given  up  by  the  watchers  2  or  3  ti  es  that  ni-ht  a^d  also 
next  night.  You  may  think  what  my  feelingswere  when  my  babe  lav  d:ad  ar.d  Mr 'J  P.easoner  ^ 
to  the  point  of  death  and  the  rest  of  the  children  sick,  myself  confined  to  my  bed  and  U 
so  tfar  from  my  dear  parents  and  friends  I  love  so  dea^-ly.  But  I  had  a  friend  Jesus  vas 
my  friend.  He  was  my  comfort  in  all  my  troubles.  Vhen  they  came  to  bury  my  babe  I  wished 
them  to  sinfj'^^y  should  we  mourn  dei)arted  friends?"  etc.  I  was  almost  overcome  with 
the  thought  that  It  was  but  the  vci,oe  that  Jesus  sent  to  call  him  to  his  arms.  I  was 
conf  ned  to  my  bed  about  3  months,  but  am  getting  well  as  fast  as  one  could  expect. 

Mr.   Reaaoner's  father   came  here  the   I3th    of  Nov.  and   if  it  was   not   for  him  I  know  not 
what  we  should  he.ve  done.     Ee  hao  been  a  father  to  us  ard   our  children  and  I  expect  he 
will  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  with  us.     He   is  now  77  years  old  and   the  smartest 
old   man  I  ever  saw.     I  am  glad  to  hear  that   father's  health  is  better  than  coamon.  I 
want  to  see  you  all  very  much  ar.d  do  wr:te  t  s  soon  as  you  get  th:s. 

I  remain     Your  affectionate  Daughter     Tryphena  Heascner. 
Our  healths  are  quite  ^ood  at   present      Dec.    18th.     This  was  postme-rked  Dec.    18th   1841. 

Letter  dated  ^arch  4,    1842     Newton  111.     from"Re."randTlr"rjohn  Stout  Reasoner  to 

Russell   sJ-anton,   'Yormlv  Steuben  Co.  F.Y, 
^^l^!^.^!"''      ^''^°f  ^^^  yy  a    letter   last  July  about   the  25  h  which  you  addressed  to  me' 
in  which  was  enclosed  a    lock   of  Almiria's  hair.      You   requested  me  to  answer   it  but   I  hav; 
never  undertaken   it  till  now.     V;hen  it  cane  to  hand  and   I  had    opened  it  and  the  hair,   Trv 
pheni   said   "Some   of  them  are  dead".    She  did  n:t  want   me  to  read   it  to  her   for  it  mi^ht     ^ 
agitate  her  too  much,    .ut  I  might   tell  her  who  .«s  dead.     I  asked  her  if  I  should  answer] 
the   letter  anc    she  said   "no"      for   she  did   not  know  haw  xoon  whe  would  follow     Imeriari 
micht  have  written  a  few  lines  but  I  was  illy  prepared  to  write  a   letter  f or   I  had  had  bj 
h«H   !^   sl««Pjo^  2  weeks  and    I  may  say  that   I  have  had  no  time  since  till  now.      I  have 
neces^«r    ^\''^^^^ l  *^«  ^°°*°^^  *°  P«>'  ^"^  ^    l«^ge  fa^'ily  to   support  and   it   is   therefore 
Tour   sf.kn'   ™"h  \  f^^^y/^'^ent  that   my  health  will  permit.      I   expect  you  have  hear/ 1 

!i!"r  fr'^"^^!   ^y  ^    l«tt«^  Tryphena    sent  to  her  father  and   I   shall  not   rehearse  it  all^ 
r_7^,i.^   sufficient  for   the  present  to  relate     a  few  circumstances  which 

wished 


me^nt^n?  siokness       When   Tryphena   recovered  a-d  was   gettin.  quite  smart,    she  wish 

hair  wTfi^l^T   ^^''''^^^l  'Z'     I/J^^<^   =°  «'>cl  hearing  the   letter  re^d   and  fi'^dlng  that  t 
^"ir  ^^L^ufr  ^£   TVf"  ^^r  *°  "^^P^«-      I    l^id   the  hair   on  the  table  where   it  would  ha 


been   safe  hao    it   not  been  for  othe/s  who  did  not  belong  trtheho^se:  I  would  ha ^e  been 


he 
have 


page  3 
more  pertioulnr   in  puttir.(j   it  w^ay  ).b.cl  it  not  been  for  attetidinr  tn  tho  siok.      I     • 
with  Tryphena  almost  i.11  the  time,   either  to  turn  her  or  help  her  in  and   o-jt   of  bed,   to  v^ive 

her  •.e<ii;ir.e  or  to  fun  her  and   co  on,  and  ny  poor    -hi     red   (It  rakes  ny  heart  acVe  to  c  al  1 
it  to  renenbrance  )    la^  sick  and  probably  out   of  their  heeds  a-^d  I  could  not  attend  to  them, 

only   occns^ionaily  to  i^ive  t!ie     so-:e  fovor  powders   or  a  drink  or  vrater.   Tho  I  was  v/^11  and 
Jtearty  at   Ist,   yet   fatigue  ar.d  filthy  air  brought  ms  lower  then  at.y  of  ray  faiily  excert   my 
bf  be  vdioae  body  dosc-^ndod  nut  his  apirit  as   1  trust,  ascerded  into  a   h?.  •!  isr  world.     He  went, 

giving  me  no  warning,      'ihe   Ist  that  I  know  waa  Francis  oano  ti    me  oryit  r,  ar.d   said  that   Calv 
in  was  dead,   Tho  he  alTra   3  tells  the  truth,   yet   I  could   not  at  Ist  b^liev?  hin.   I  a  sked  -ny 
wife  if   it  was   so,  and   she  sa  d   it  was  and  asked  me   if  I  was  willinr,  t^o     ive  him  up.  After 
reflecting   for  a   no  ent   I   s  id   I  -ould,    bjt  I  a.-:i  rot  a.T  much  reconoilod   now  as   I  was  then. I 
do  not  feel  like  complainin,^  at   the  provlcionoe   of  '"od,  but  I  oannot  help  feelit:.-,  .-ny  loss.  He 
was  a   v9:-,v    sma^'t   boy  er;c<    a  vtn'y  pleuanr.t  ch'ld.      i'ht}   ni^^ht   fol'owirp   I  vms   not   fwpeoted  to 
survive  till  morninp,.     The  iivatchers  cmpeoted  any  breath  bo  be  ny  last.      If  I  h  d  t?  en  died  I 

woulc!   have  v>'ent  into  etnrnlt^  without  any  warn  Tif,  Jupt  as  thousands  of   sin'e 's  no     doubt 
go  who  put   off  tiio  ho  ir   of  repentance  till   th-^y  co'io  on  a  dying  bed. 

As  far  as  I  .an   learn  I  was  taken  witJi  a  bilious  feber.     It  turned  to  typhoid  and  then   it 

turned  to  1  he  fever  a   'd    apue  and  a  lethargy,      I  havo  been  very   stiff  in  ny  knees  all  winter 

till  a  bout  6  weeks  a  o  when  the  root  doctor   v/hon  I  have  enployed   laat,   cane   ovei'  ard  said  that 

I  was  c.'.arcjed  with  /  cnloriel  atd    tola  ne  what  to  do,   I  have  been  r'?tti   ;;  better   ever   since. 

)t!hen  tho  root  doctor   came  to  me  last  fall     they  tell  me  thet   I  was  nothing  but  skin  and  bone 

and  now  I  an  heavier  than  I   ever  waa   efore  in  ny  life, 

I  havtj  a   large  family  to  supy.crt     ncv/     ten,       jix  properly  ny  ov.n,   ny  father  is  now   living 
with  me.     Ho   is  in  the  78th  year   of  his  aje.     Of  oourse  he  can  do  but   little,     y  wife  has  ft 
girl  hired.      ;  he  -ives  ror  and  her   lifcfele  daughter  their  viotue.ls  and   olothes  for  their  work; 
^e  little  qirl  is  6  yra.   old.     If  my  wife  were   in  good  health   so  as   to  do  her   owr.  work  my 
family  nifrht  be  nade  two   less,      ''y  bound   ^-irl   is   so  worthleoa  that   I  will  s  nd  her  hone   in  a 

few  uays  as   I   fiixi  that  the  indenture  will  not  hold.  All  these  I  hbvo  to  provide  for.   I 
have  to  buy  the  wfiat  and   br-ad  and    clotyint']  for  ny  family  by  it/-   ov/n  labor,    so  you  aay  know 
how  my  time  ought   to  be  occupied.      Tryphena  is    .retting  quite  lieary  again.    If  siie  should  mend 
as   fast   as    s'l.n  '?.c    fo-  u    fev.   wo^^'ts  p''-rA,    she  v/c  Id    soo!:  bo  a.^   stout  as  over  s'.e  has  been, 

I  expect  to  move  in  about  S  weeks   (   part   of    letter  torn  away  ^jt   oOMtinue  ;)     I.'orth  V=est 
from  this  onto  the  :a.tional   (torn)     Vy  Posi-   office  address  will  be  Woodberry,  Coles,    (torn. 
I  shall  gi/e  way  to  Tryphena   to  write  a   few  words.     Yo  cs  respectfully     J. 3. Re-  sons 

Dear  Sister;      It   is  with  pleasure  I   improve  this  opportunity  to  writinp;  a  fsw  lines  to  you. 
I  am  <?;lad  to  hear   that   you  are  settled  down   'n  the  worli.   I  hope  you  will  do  good  in  the 
Cause   of  Christ,     ^as  .jlftd  once  more  to  hear  from  you  all.     «4:*W»&&4>*«idiWafcS:'o-&?:fi''  isb  This  day 

I  rooeived  t\   letter     vxx  fatl'er  and  TJothor.      I  want  yoj  to  go  P.nc'   see  them  as  soon  as  you 
can   get  this  letter  aid  comfort  time  in  all  their  troubles  as   I  am  deprived    of  this  privilege 
Tell  them  th<!ra  is  nore  thru  their  children   t'-at   loves  the'a.     Here  thev  havg  {-randci-ildren 
that  feel  for  them,     Francis  cried  very  much  when   I  read  their   letter.  Mother  tells  us  you 
have  loat  a   little   sor  .     I  k  ow  hov*  to  feel  for  you   fo"   I  feel  that  my  loss  is  groat,     '-^e 
have  a      ine   little  family  of   (*iildren.      I  wish  you  could  have  seen  thiem  but   one  Is  r.  one.  He 
was  ft    lovely  child,     "lary  Abigail  ha  3  bla  ck  eyes  a'  d  white  hair,      T  mus-!   draw  to  a    iloso  for 
Mr,  R*'asoaer  is  waiting  for  me.     My  love  to  all  inquirin:,  grienda. 
Yours   iri  hfiatti,   Tryphena  ?o'  soiier, 
'  e  ••want  brother  Russel  and  you   to  write  soon, 

Lottyr  da  e<'   ^•'ey  lo,    1842     Twelve  Mile  Prairie,    111,     from  Hev,  end^rs,   John   .Jtout  Reftsoner 
to  t->r   sister  ''>•».  R,   "^   !.ton,  V.ortily     •  '^eubon  '-'O,   \",". 

Daar  Brother  ai:d  ->iatert     V«e  received  this  norni'  n  yours  of  the  20th  to  wit,  wit>;  glftdness, 
V<    ft  re  all  Wrjll  anti  £;att-!r,'-,  better.  Trj-phena  l-as  tried  a  time  or  two  to  have  t>ie  fever  a  nd 
a*ue  since  we  came  to  this    .laoe.  but  you  would   not  think  strange  of   it   if  you  were t o  see 
the  house  v/e    live  ik,      Shr  also  thinks   th-  t    the   fright    r:  e  ;- ot  a'^-o'it   the   middle   or   l'^- st  monti 
helped  to  b  rin.-;  on  diseases,     Tho  frif.ht    she  got  wa^  a  fall  I  fot  m]  en   I  was   on  a   few  loase 
planks  ur  boards  upon  the  joist,     Cno   of   the  boards  was  cross  grained,  having  been   sawed 
thru  a  knot.      It  broke  a:  d  let  mo  down   or;to  a    sloeper  witout  givin,-  me  a  ny  -Aarni;  ;,   S>ie  thot 
I  was  indeed  r,  oh  hurt  I   did  not  think  I  wa     dan  ;erou8ly  hurt  unless  my  breast  was   so  much 
hurt  //^// as   I  lay  the  f  ounda*  ion   for   some  incirable  diseaso.     "Nhen  I   fell   on  the  sleeper, 
or  rabher   tho   ana   of  the  boards  on  tlio   sleeper  for  the  floor  is  not  quite  Said   out.   ny  hip 
struck  1st  ar.d  at  the  sane  tine  ay  ribs  on  my  left  aide  wc  s   injured  and   I   wa  s  afraid  broken, 


my  brsRst  hurt  and   left  wrist   opraitied.      I  coul     not  work   for  a     out  a  week  and   I  oannot   a 
atoop  v;ell  yet,   espeoially  if   I   stvop  over   towards  the   left. 

■'y  family  is  in  a  qyiet  repose  ar:d  I  feel  1  Ice  joining;  In  with  them.     I  have  not  w  oric* 
ver^   liard   coaa>    but   I   sMll  feel  the  effect   of   yesterday'      labor.    I  earned  J'5,75  mostly 
at  the  heaviest  k  nd   of  vyork.       Yora  respectfully     J.S.Raaaoner. 

May     14th     Dear  Brother  ard   Sisteri      It  is  vith   pleasure  1  improve  this  ppportunity  of  w   \ 
wr'tiDj.:  you  a   few   lines.      The  aun  ^^»t\  jus^-.  up  whor.  the   staple  drivergave  ua  your  letter. 
I  was   ^ettin-,  breakfast,  but   oared  no  r.ore  for  breakfast   until  your   letter  was*  ell  per 
used,     a-.,       .ch   rejoiced  tD  hear    forn  you  all.     I  want   to   see  you  all  very  m;ch.      I  wish 
brother  Russel  coulc    sell  his  f a  ■!!:  for   what  it   is  worth  a  nd   oone  to  the     est,  ///  as  well 
F.!?  Pa  e^nd    aettl-s   in  soiie  oT  these  pretty  fjarders  as  the  trftvelors   oall    it  a  s  t^ey   ~one 
filon?  they  wj  11  call  ar.a  inquire  ho\'/  much  further  it   is   t:  ru  tl^  is  garden,     oh  you  din't 
kiiow  \vhht  a    lnr£«;  cloari*:g  w^  i  ave  ^ot  here.      It   la    so  lar{;e  we  oannot     et  rails  enough 
to  feioe  it  alt   in.     'rte  can  go  from  here  to  Chicago  without' go  inr,  thrti  the  tinber  and 
about   50    i.iles  sojt.V.e    shoulo   be  vory  slad  to  si*.ro  s-ie  fo-  the   sake   of  havinp;  nearer 
neighbors.      I  wish  fat  er  and  Sanuel  wo  Id    come  here  lat  and   look  at  the  country  a  nc  if 
they  don't  like  it  here  then  r.o  I!orth.     !Ih«:-e  was  a    nan  here  yesterday  from  the  north 
part  of  the  state.   I  Inquired  of  hira  in  particular  about  tho  country.     He   said   there 
was  no  t" inhered   Ifnd   to  bo  f,ot  o' ly  ai:  a  hitjh  price.     The  people  hav^  deeded  fvll  the 
t  mher  land  unless  it  was  away     ack  a  >..raat  distance.     But  here  is  plenty  of  ~ood  prairie 
at;d  timber  va  &•  t  f.nd   i^:  :  s  a>.ic    to  b-s  as  lioalthy  h?re  as  any  plaoe.  in  the   state.     We   Ite 
60  niles  west  of   Terry.-Haute  on  iAi9  JIatioi»l  road  and   it  is  truly  a  rich  prettje  country. 
Teh  -lost   I    ihould  }£ve  ar^ains   roi:  z  farther  r.orth  would  be  it   is    so  very  cold  the  peq^le 
there   say  the     had  rat  :er  raise  a  crop  than  to  feed   it   out   in  the  winter  ard   I   don't 
aoubt   it   is    voider  there  than  whev-?  yo'.i  pre.     "'Vq  do   mt  havo  as  nu  :h  cold  v/eather  he"e  a  s 
you  do  but  wher    it   is  cold  we  feel  it.     You  can    coiae  wittilfii  ^5  niles   of  here  by  water. 
Tell  motho'   I  vant  her  to  ii».V:e  all   thie  clotli   she  can  before  she  comes  to  this  new  country. 
There   is  no  pulled   cloth  nor  prest  cloth  r»de  herei  wool  Is  too  soaroe,  and    iC  you   should 
oorae  here   I    should  be  jlad   -co  b'.:y    somy   of   both    sorts   if  you  had  it  to   spare.     And   tell  ! 

the  girls  to  prepare  thenselves  for  teaching  school.     I'hey  can  get  C2.  a   sqholar  per  | 

quarter  her=.      I  will   send  you   some  verses   I  compos  d  after  go   :;f;  to  find   th«  £-rave  of         4 
-.ly  babe,   but  could  not  tell  it  from  otl.ars.     There  was  so     any  fresh   graves.  ^ 

Viith   sorrow  I  walked  tu   the  field 

■^he   f-rav  of  my  dear  babe  to  find 

Vrosh  ^^t-Vr-Ts  Y/or      av   3<-»&tt'3red  a  round 
Uncertain  >»'•  i  t  to  bw  found. 

Still   something  doth  comfort  me  here 
This   3o\l  is  v/ith   •:;ik!   without  fear 
Rre  lon'j  I   shall  m  et  h  m  above 
To  pr-.ise  our  d-aa  •  savior  in  lo\'o. 

TVioriJ  v/e   shall  rav,'ot  no  aot')  to  part 

With  all  our  dear  kindred  in  hoert 

And    to  ;ioin  with  the  choir  above 

To  drink  in  the  pure  streams  of  love.       T^  pberia  loasorier. 

Vie  want  you  to  vnrite  as  soon  as  you  get   our  letter.   I  was   jrind  yo-i   sent   soi.:e   of  -Ulster's 
hair,     ''r,    IViay^r,   our    ..-ar^at  mi-hhor,   oane  in  w^.en   X  was  writin-;.  He   is  fron  the  ^,aat. 
is  a  Corigrei:ationali8t.     v?e  think  a  fire     an.     He  said  he  hoped  I  had  written  in   strong 
lan^-iaj;;e   for  father  to  ooms  here.     Ho   says  the  people  ir.  the  "'a  t  have  no  i'ea  how  soaree 
the  timber   is  in  the  nort  part  of  this   state. 

Thor'r  i-   some  very  rich  b-^jds   of   ooal   in  this  oomtyV:  whidh  will  bo  very  val-jable,  and 
t}i?re  will  be  a  village  about  ore  mile  f  r  ra  hero.     All  we  wa- 1   is  to  havo  ;',ood  citixens 
and    this  will  bj  a      roat  plaoe.     It  isth")  o  rea  cent  place  for  stock  ef  all  kinds,   that   eve 
I   see.       T^vo-  ena  Rea sonar. 

( 
Letter  df.ted  ''aiiuary   22,    1645     Bainbridge,   Putnam  Co,    Iowa     from  ^^v.   «;  d  Mrs.   John 
Stout  K^as.-ner     to  t'rancis  Tiorttiwuy,    father   of    '.i-s.   Raasoner  now  aoved   from  N.Y,   to 
Dundee,   Kane,  Oo.   111. 

Dear  Pareiitsi  I  expoot  Jjhat  you  are  think  ng  it  strange  whg  we  have  not  written  to 
you  8. nee  we  have  noveil  to  this  stat-j.  I  havo  one  excuse  to  rr»ko,  whether  you  consider 
it   sufficient   or  not,    I  annot   now  help.     The  principal  excuse  is  the  want  of  tine.  One 


pa^je   5 
thinr?;  and  another  pressi  g  upon  us  that  the  business  of  writing  was  still  crowded   out 
Providence  hes   ordered   evor,tr>   so  tht.t  eitrer   of  us  mi  ht   wfrite  now.      I  had   given  you   in 
oominr  to  see  us  a  yea"  a   o  last  fall  and    I  was  only  36  niles  from  home  when  you  arrived. 
I  came  on  into  this   state  ar.d   spent  aiost   of  the  winter  before  I  returned  home.     I  then 
put  -ly  house  in   order  to  lef>ve  the   state  not  to  return,  but  send  for  my  fo    ily  as  soon  as 
the  lioads  got   --.ood  in  the  bprin-,   but  it  was  so  wet   th    t  I  could   ;-et   r.o   one  to  ro  till  Bt 
length   I  found  a   man  who  ha-   caioulnted   to    ,o  to  Iowa   '-ut   fttiled   in  settling  hisbusriass 
anc.  gave  out  goiuj;  till  after  larvest,     he  Bfre'id,  aa  his  t'*<^n  was  uneraploved,  to  senfl  his 
son  for  my  ftiraily  provided  I  would   ^o  with  him  and  the  n-rninp  we  w  re  to  str^rt  I  received 
a   letter  from  Tryphena  tr  a     they  wern  all  sick  at.d  wished    -ae  to  roturn  as  soon  as  possibly 
but  as  the  letter  hav-«  been   so  Ion.;  written   I  woild  hav-*  taken  a  team  e  Ion     v/:th  me     had   tt 
not  Mr.   Dawson  rued   (?   )in     oirir,     Tlio  ro&ds  were  eo  excoedinfly  bad  thft  he  was  afraid 
pf  ruini'.ri.:  ids   taan.     He  a^'reed  to  sort  liis  t^«m  a^   soon  as  th'^  roeca  ,;o-    ^ood  if  I  would 
wfite  to  hiin,  but  the  rtJKc's  a 'd   not    become  pas^mble  till  the  ni  die   of.  Jul". 

When  I  a -rived  hooe  I  found  t'  an  in  tolerable  health,   tho  they  loolced   badly,  Tryphena 
ha-'  had  the  sore  eyes   so  that   she  was  blind   for  5  or  6  days.   Sh^  expected  to  hav'i  to  take 
a  thorou/ht  course   of  "aedioine   before  she  ooild  a^^ain   see,   but   the    ledioir  e  wi.ich   she  used 
had   ent  ir'ily  cured  the     before  I  r:ot  home.     When   lat  -took  dovm  the  cedic'r^   shn  va'-ted  was 

not  within  her  reach.  The.  all  h« *  haa  sors  eyes  to  some  dSgroe.  Lucy  and  -^rtin  coo- 
nenoed  us-n^^  tho  laecicine  as  soon  as  their  eyes  be'-an  to  rn  sore  and  cured  t"- on  up  withou 
any  difficulty.  I  detarninea  not  to  return  to  Indiana  age  n  without  ;ny  femily.  V,hi-e  I  wbb 
waitin^,  n  the  ro- as  tl;;.  v.  ti.ey  mi  ht  settle.  I  v/^r  t  to  Jeferson  Co.  and  settlortup  ny  busl^ 
nosa  as  ny  busiress  was  qui  =.e  unsettled  stete.  I  suoceeded  better  ti  an  I  expected  in  arraa 
?.ing  My  buairiess  tl.era.  \.hei.  the  roads  aottlefl  I  hir«d  a  -^enn  in  111.  to  -.ove  r-.e  and  I  h«3 
to  return  in  person  with  the  tean  whitih  took  mo  nearly  2  weeks  and  after  I  returned  I  h^d 
to  be  from  hone   tho    loat  p&rt  of  my  tine  for  a  while,     Ve  arriverl  her'-'   on  t)  o  1st  Mond.   of 

August,   ana  as  the  people  vmnted  a  sohool  and  we  wanted   our  children  tau-;ht,  Tryphena  com- 
menced a    school  oa  tl,e  la'o  of  ^ept.      -;lleii  i-.nelia  wan  very  good  and    stayed  with  her  Grand- 
pa  till  he    :ot  tho  rheuaatism  so  that  he  wh  .   confined  to  his  bed   for  raonths.  There  waa  no 
need  of  hira  'le' r.  ;     onfind    it"  we  could  hft"e  orly  '•ot  him  to  tP.V-e     iidicino.  Frftncis  and  Lu<y 

h*d  then  to  st-y  vdth  the  babe,   day  about.  iS86714 

Porp;ot  to  t-»ll  you  t  nt  while  I  was  rone  home  v.'lth  the  tnp.m,  ^a'Rier  a*  ^l  'ftirt^n  took  the 
fever  r  nd  ar;ue.  ne  dose  c  f  Jawbone  streif.htened  the  c  out  but  ^rrncis,  as  ho  haJ  Viad  the 
congestive  fever  shortly  bofori  w©  i^iovec;,  (the  old  no'«tor  s«'d  it  we.c  the  se^rornst  except 
4  that  he  har  ever  et  witli)  and  as  he  took  but  littl«  care  of  himself  a*  d  >«■,  nuch  expo* 
ed  in  raovint;,  -cook  this  typhus  fever.  -1 3  a  mother,  b'iln';';  much  a  lamed  in  :-.y  p.bs*noe,  poord 
the  medicine  down  hi;-,  at  ri    -r'!'  t  rate  and  hari  him  about  in  a  fe\.  orys. 

Tryr^hena'fi    school  was  like  to  be  broken  up  shortly  after  she  riommenced .  She  had  an  ex- 
ceedingly bad    Gourh  which   she  j^ot  in   :riovinj;.   but  I  wa -,  r.suoh  mor--  aiar^ned   on  oominF;  home 
after   5  or  ti  days  aosonoe  when  she  showed  ne  a    sore  back  of  her  ;1aw  under  her  ee.r  a:  d    on  » 
am  nation  I  fou-id  it  to  be  (to  a  deaa   certainty)  a     oncer.      It  pain'sd  her  very    .i  ch  and  I 
took  it  to  be  a    noncer  of   the  wors;.   kind,  v<hich  is  called  a  rose  cp.n'^er  -"'hi -h   if   it  be 
healed  up  in  one  place  will  break  out    in  another.     If   it  hAC  been  on  anyone  elsM  I  would 
hhve  thought   it   curable  but  it     oa^je  toorw.^&r  hosne  r.nd  it  ^-e'r'!  me  foollnfs  -."J^iich  I  cannot 
describe.     I'owever,    I  went  to  work.  I  rs.ci  medicine  in  the  house  for  an  outw-rd  api.lioa+lon 
and  there  5;raiw  otie  tunoh  of  iiodicine  v.ithin  S  rods   of  the  house,  arid   I  do  not  kncv   of  anofls 
bunoh  ,;ro*ino;  any  nearer  than  20    liles.     It  wa«  entirely  well  in  two  weoks,   but  as  tha  pain 
waa   soon  t-ker.   a-t&y    sle  failed   to  tnke   "^mu;  ht    itiwardl/  to  ent'r°ly  eradicn   c   it    fron  her 
syatem.     Th  !re  is  a    .;irl  livin,:   in  a*  out   2  niles  from  this  who  hna  haJ  a  os.noar    "o-  a'outS 
years.      3  f-.iled.     Ker     atlinr,   hjarinr  what   effeor    ny  nelloine  had    on  ry  vdfe,   epplied  to 
me  for  liie  o.Bij'^rter  ayoit  3  v.eeks  a  o.      Iho  pait    i:j  ent^rsl.v   ^c-o  h   d   t-^  ociic^r  isabout^ 
sise  less. 

The     hildren  all   letirnod  very  well.     Ab«;;Bil   rjomraenoed  Jin  her  A    '?  Cs  not  kno^vir  jr  more 
than  2   or  3    letters,   am    l-arr.od  to   spell   snartly  five   sylla    les  and  r  v.:  f..    littlo.  The 
school  WW  ^  finally  broken  up  a  "jit   6  days  before  the  end    of  the  quarter  by  t  he  whoopine 
oou  h.|td^Sll!l6$ll'1>$$l     The   sohoo     received    •tiiH   infection  br«rorn  anyone  wb  ■;  a'^-are  of  i  t.How 
the    .it tie  fallow    ,ot  it  ths-.t  bro'ojht  it  to  school,   none  can  tall. 

Tryphena  v/o  ild  ^.av.)  v/rlttnnas  soon  as   sho  closed   h-^r  school  only  8h»»  vmnted  to  see  how 
the   .-.hiiijBpir.fj      ou^h  would  j-o  with  tho  children  as   r»ny  children  di^  with   it   especi    Ily  in 
Ohio.   V'ranola  a:,d   i*icy  Imve  ,-,ot  Blon-   eo  fa-  very  will.       'artin   a  .d   Abi-vil  v;e-.'?   s'ikwith 
it  but  ha   e  pretty  much  got  ovo:-  it.  but  tt  went  hard  indeed  with  Ellon.  i*  woelts  ar^o  laat 
Sabbath,   Tryphena   ried   to  hold   her   in  her    lap  all  da    .        hen   I  cnm-!)  horr*  after  8  a  n:i  she 
told  ne  hort  she  hac  b  aen  b  ut  said  al-iO  was  better.     Ve  wont  bo  b  ed  an.'    in  the  ni  ht    she  be 
\  


»y  oloth,.  half  on  ,h,  ^,  1„  ITit  .M.n.3t^  Issa  ^C^  h^.^^"  '"■  ';\'»''°"  ^  S"* 

:i',- til '.  tT.  J  rHli.!;tT:°";„'j,:™j^„f°  'it  ='""*  r' "^^-'  '=^  --  *°"  °^ 


^^.^  — ^v  3H,  „„.x.  not  >«.,  far™,  so  iJif  i,\,i,TjML  f.'„:;:;  ;tHl4u:  ;j, 


Lett  r  y^a  ^^orassed  to  Franois  l^orthway,   Dundee;  ifane  Co.    Yu. 

the.r  departure  aoor.s  the  pla.ns  fo-  Oregon  as  nU.iontri;":  *     '^''**"'  ^"''  ^""^^^ 

joar  parents:     I   onoe  acre  taka  rw  pen  to   Lalk:  wii-^i  vrn,,     io  4*.  i^  ,.      . 

I   rMu   thiak  you  .ould  hoar  fron  m«   o^tL!     I  I^'e  ^it4n Vo  l^fe.T      •        ^r'  "^''''y  "^^ 

^r?  zx:  "si^r^^  -^'  -'  --  --  one\:r^!  KopH"  t:r:/s::  ^or.:^:s .« 

P«rtin,  Will  never  .onie.     Do  rtt    LyT'to  h!.!t  >  t  ^^^  \'  "^"^  ""  '  '' ^'''^  *^^^« 

^.elieve  the  hand    of  the  Lord   is  in  it  a.i  V«^n,\       ^^'f  f  ^^-°^''^-"  '°  ^''*   ^'•"^  ^''-^  ^^^  I 
we  ar.  ^ll«,   to  labor  in  t^o  ^or"     f  "«  L^rdr  I   W  th!  s'"  'J'^'  T*  '^^^  "^^^'°^  *'^* 
encourage  ne  that  I  l-.d  when   I  was  ist  oalirto  Lrritr.rrMend  '  "'°'   ""  ^""'^^'  '''' 

of  their     om  any  and  alao  of^heir  enoo^a   .f  n%  ?        ■'i^^'*'  ^'  ""^"^^  '*"^  ^^^   '-  «="  deprive^ 
have  thot  a    out  it  a     r'at  ^^'ylL^^Z  it   if  «o\'°/?T''   '"  *'"  "^'•^  °-   ^^^  ^^^-   ^ 
oouragement  form  ^y  friends.     Dut  I  I'f^^J:   -f  ''^   ^  "'"'^  *°  '"^^^  ^'^^^  «°  ^^"'h  dia 

min.,  in  all   thaugs:^     If     t  is  She  li^^^^ ^^' r""'  '':'  """'"'■   '■•■'''  '«  ^  "^^  «  ^^^  "°* 
if  not,  wo   sh^ll  not.      If  I   'nowVy  l  ^^-t  is  wimn    "t"'     °.??. '°  '''"'''"''  '"  *'*^^  ^°  •"'' 
where  the  Lord   culls  me  to.  willinj,,    I  am  wilUr-  to  .,o  or   st^y  and   K)  or 

Bubjeot  of  MormoniLn  sevLllile  /fhe;  Vi^V  W  "'  ,^^71  ^'''"^  "^'^  *^  ^"^  °^-  *^' 
They  are  oalouletSn-  to    -o  fo  c-^  1^1:1  L    ,^  ^""^  neighbo-s  as  over   I   liTed   by. 

the.^  ^y  theri;r^e\^\°i:Kl'I^l';orte^'''^u''   /''"  T\\-'  t  *°  '^°  "^^^  ^"^^  ^^  * 
th.ere.   I  expect  to     eet  with  opposit ionT  ,^0  baV.  n       r  "'.^  ^^"'''^  ^"^    ^'  '^"^  ^"^y  ^°  go       , 

Phased.     There  ia   several  yofmd^ran:  women     ho  arr''''7  '^'^•y  ««^°"1  ^'-^^  t>^«y  "er.  all 
look  ng  at  them  wit  .  pity  ^o  tMnk  t' .^a^e  tau^h^   .^r??'   ''^'"°^-   ^  ""'^•""^  ^''^P   ^^^^ 
Mormo:.isn,  is  and  ..y  p^ayern  are  d.i!y  for   'h^n-^        °  ''''''"  '"°*^  ^""^'^  ^^•«*''^"''  "'^  "hat      ' 

heai^rt  SnJi'u-wi^^Ii^lTLlr.^^;:^!^  '^JZ'^^  ^"^  teaohi^  i.p.oves  .y 

ro.ds  to  .o..e  hero.  iT  ^t^  i  t'S\"  c  t?  *'""  ''.'  '"'^'^"^  ^'^  *^«^'  '«  ^^^  ^ood 
brought  his  tools  With  h5r,  ar  has  '  pCti  o?  w.t^  '""^'^  ''"^'  "'^'*  ^*°''^-  "•^-  ''^soner 
shall  r.«;:a  25  or  30  dollars   t'- is  win^^r^;^     f         v    ^^v^"^'^   °^  '^"""^   ^'"'^  *^^  Hornons.   I 

^n.   I  think  if  nothinrhsppL;  ^eTiU  b^'abfe'o     "''^'  '''""  '"'  "'^^  "^  °^^^^-°- 
I  should  be  if  .y  fri  >nds- we^^"^  oLralon     w'th  'e       iZT     "  the   .prin,  ard    ^h  how  glad 
go  alon-    a3  Moses  old  his  friends       &o~rTnZ:        •!*  ^  ^'  -°°^  *   ^•- ^^*  *"«  ^J^  >'«"  *°  /f 

not  do  .nore  ,00.  ti.era  buill  .  g  up  the  cause  of  Ch"l\'  t'  "'  "  '  ''  '°  ^°"  ^°°'-  '^'*"  ^^^  Cj 
noi  eopeot  to  suffer  ar.y  acre  taT  the  cH^d.^^  ./-  ''''1^''^  °^"  *^«''«  /O"  ^^"^  I  do  ^ 
I   should  have  written  to  Lucy  before  this  bur?  hf  'T"^  ^^l'   T'"'"'^^''''  '^'•^  ^"^^  wHderne. 


;«ge  7 
Letter  dated  Jen  11.    1B59  Soappooe/A-econ    ^^^^  ^^r.  h    Irs.  John  S.  Reasoner  to  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Russell   Stanton,  •>  ornly,    s'teubon  Co,  N.Y. 

It   is  ove-  a  vef  r   oince  I  sesi-ned  to  wr  te  to  you.     I  k»pt  puttin -,  it   off  f^om  one 
t  me  to  on6ther   till  the  present.      I   now  oom-aynoe  but  when   I  will  olose  ^if«/2: 

You  riade  sono  inquirfees  about  so.ne  thin^.s  whr,ih  wero  not  a   swered  >M,t  what  th-yv.-ore  -^g* 
I  do  not  ii[  scarcely  know.     You  or  soraa  of  the  friends  inquired  about  the  country  concern- 
ing whioh   I  -a     .  so.e  d«s,riptior.      I  des.rlben  a  ,ood  deal     f  it  from  ^«^-f  ^/^  .*^7  ^^^ 
cl9  V[  I  had  noved  was  not  over  a  diaueter  of  30     lies  and  mu.-h  c    tha^   .,role  I  had  n.  t   s^ 
tbst  vp.ll   T  wer.t   over   100  rdlea   frora  hi-n*,  to   l-resbytnry.      If  nvor  I    saw  such  R   pret.v    co^r^ 
ry' before.     The  country  see.:  vari^atod  aa  if  to  suit  every  ^'-s  taste.   I  ^«';;*;-^"  1J"«  , 
prairie  about  20  niles  Ion?,  and   15  nilas  wide  appearing,  as   level  a.  a  houBa  ^1°°^.    I  *hi"^ 
"^one  :ni,ht   ata.t  in   on  horseback  an^'  ..ot'Mr  ^i-.t  v,.t.l    h:.  w:tha     spy-lass  and _th,  horse 
.,an  would  n^ver  bo  c  t   of  si  ;ht  till  he  w  uld  ,,o  thru  t-o  brdadth  or   length  of  ^t.^^d   Iw 
was   tola   t-^at   tha.   prairie  v*.    .ottlocl  up   so  t^  at    th    -e  .-a.  ro^  roorn  f  o.-  ar  oth«r   .1.  im  to 
Te  takin.    Tho  it  ^vas  beautiful  to  the  eye.   yet   I  think  I  wo  .Id  not   like  to  Ifeve  there.  It 
nust  bo  n^iddy  in  th.  winter.   I  thot  when   I  can.  home  th..t   I  "O"!^  n^^;^  ^^  :^y _cl^^^  t  o^  «iy 
that   I   s.w  While  I  was     ;0' o-not  that  It  is   so  beautifly  to  look  at.   but  it   ''^^^^  '°«^«f 
in  n-  3Hv;ation.     It  is  nu^h  n..rer  to  .n.,.ket,    ships  .^o  up  t-.  river  a  s  fa:-  as  .ortlnnd  ard 
steamboats  .o  u.  as  hi  ;h  as   the  f ..  Us  at  Oregon  City.     A   ov,  that  they  ha v     l^-^   -^^^^If 
boats  to  run  a  part  of  the  year,     -hips  and   ocean  stealers  oo^  e  to  ;>ortlr.nc'  all  seasons  of 

*^I  sa!'!  Mr^tty    si  ht  v;hen   I  ma  *t  the  h^  d   of  Sopia's   I. lard,  the  l.land   opposite  -ny 
hoJae?   I    i"'  oL   .hip  c.e  «lon-   ir  fulU   sail.   Th=    .hip   sea' .ed   to  .ove  ^^^^^^^^  >;-/!-; 

without  8  lar.  In  a-out  15  -ninutos  ivft.,-  enouher  cf.mo  alon-.  und^r  :  uU  j^ail  but  rigged  fc 
a  d  'ffe;ent^w;;.  Inabout  15  .inutea  After  *he  third  ca.e«  lon^  ri^red  st.U  in  a  differe^ 
lev  I  Krdly  ever  ^o  to  r'ortland  .  ithout  se^in,,  two  or  three  shins  loac-n:  ana  unloading. 
"^Sut  to'eturn  to  n.y  subject  from  this  digression  I  was  speakin.  of  the  .ount^y.  I  h.^ 
done  the  nisoh*  ef  last  fall.  I  took  Tryphena  ai  a  -ary  wUh  me  ;:o  resbytery;  -since  then 
shrhrrbfera^^iols^o  ,o  up  th.r.  to  liv«.   She  -s^^iC^lyP^-^ad  with  tfcheoounry.  and 

oB-fV.in^   thP  -o  r.tr>/  wa^  ha-idsoine.     S>'e  was  pl^^&sod  vi  tn  t'.«  r.eonl-.     I  siust  r.^o..l  >    tne 
wordnd  ef       f  orl  iavl   several  tines  said  that  unless  I  could   change  my  neighbors  I  woul 

X  location.     Uy  neir.hhora  do  not  .olost  n.  r..u.h  but  it  .s  not  the  plao.  to  rais.  a  *-    1  ly. 
Mv  6hil  '^n  soarcoly  havo  any  suciety.     I  wont   let  then  assoc5ate  with  .tany  o:^  tno  youn-- 

stershe-e!   -hey    ^o  27   :raias  ac^-.ss  the  nount.in     or   society,     ^rtin  a'.d    -lien  u.ro^.otY..>^ 
li:;     "p:  ;«   nchool.     Mr.  Wey  sold  his  farn  a- d  has jona  to  th.  ^'^^l^ y^Z'^^ ^^^^^'^^ Z 

Li!h  ur.!:i^e-^J -f-sf  r:r;^^      i'^^'n^L:;:  s^:ha  ^p  i^p  Ti.. 

I  don  t  know  hMi  I  think  as  nuch   of  his  pi.ty  a.  any  or  th.n.     I  d.n't  vi.h   .o  hurry  my 
cVid^r^n'jnL'th/churoh.  You  probably  would  like  to  hear  v^at  IX^^^  ^"^^^^^^ 
■  th«  -lina'-e.   ^'otJier  tried   to   frM.ian   us  from   :min  •  h.^re  by  telim-,  us   o.    ^^\*^"\^'^""^^ 
but   I  h^'     h.,ard   nor.,   of  t  e  oountry  than  .he  oouTd  tell  us.     I  thot   of  wi.at   she  had  wr^.m 
Tn  nn  whin  w^we^'e  on   the  plat.    '  c-,  w.,  haa-d   so.^.o  ^ery  h^rd    thunder   tJ  er.,,   but  wo  ).bvs 

-^^  17Z  r"  ::*,f  a:i.-i.i.,.:;;ia";..ph:^%„..  *k..,  <..k„  ~^4--„-  f; 

300  yards   of  her  house  h,*rd  6   1   ud   clap   of  thunder  r.-;."   he  na^.e  rvmr.m    thereto  know  if 
?hey'^o  Jd  tell  w^.at  was  the  oaus.  of  suA"  f.    loud  noine,  h.nce  yo,,  can  s^e  -  «-     f^  -' 
lested  w^th   loud   t}.under.  Th,.  -ountry  vas  rei-es^nted  a.    o^mr;  ve/y  w^t   m  tho  v.int.,r  ano 
Iryir  I^^e   luaw.   I  h.-v.  seen  .« .h  wetter  ^.r  th.     tates  thrm  I  have  every  seen  here.  V^hen 
we  cal/here  1st  tha  old   Or^goniov.s  wo  .Id  tell  us  :  ow  d   freret^t  tho  w.ather  wa.     o  wkat   it 
::,  c^^^onin  C.e,on.   but  .y'a  perianoa  so  ft.r  is  no  .lua  to  tell  wha^   Or..on  --t.  er  is. 

r-r-='r^  ri^t:^:rns."?;e :::  ^^^^r^^^^^^^^ 

«n;«t  to'dir  nis   SprinL     ^^U  vegetables   see-:  to  have  .  "^t-r   flavor   in  Oregon  than  tiey 
^rt  tr,fs^a'es%S?^^orn.     Tho  reason  t>.t  th-.  o  orn  has  n,  t  as  ^^J^;^,^-^:^ 
the  s.^sons  are   porter  ai:o   the  r<.  in    o.x^os  before  t.' «  corn  rets  thr.u  hly  ^^'"y-J^^/^  J"^ 
t:.:r.Tfn      eV..   in  when  tv-.  corn   i.  in  th-^  nqi:  ^  n.    t>.^r    it   sf  ys     ree. ar^  won».  ripen. 


scarogly  at  all.     I  hav     been   apoakim-  of  tiie  bi-  oorni  there  la  oorn  that  ripens  earliefc 
whether' that  kind  tastes  better  or  not  I  do  not  know,     T'hoat  do^a  better  then  in  the  stat 
because  it  hhs   lon<^er  tine  to    ■row.   It  willt-roni     better  in  winter  because  it   is  not  so 
oold  a'.d  in  th;;   sumner  beoauije  it  is  not   so  hot.  it  nt^tt   it  is  nu  :h  cooler  here.   Th«re  i 

about  or.^  blankets  r  ifi'orenoo.  It  takes  Hh(5ut  3  blankets  to  keep  Tfvarra  at  ni  .ht  a-^d  2  in 
ounmier.  ViTioat  csan  b"s  sown  anytime  in  the  y^ar  here,  I-  has  eon  sown  so  thnt  the  wheat 
will  none  on  a  d  frow  aud  be  out,  that  in  some  of  the  he^ds,  in  the  *ool  and  other  heads 
in  the  sa'Hfs  stool  will  come  on  and  then  next  yo«r  it  will  oona  on  and  be  a -lood  crop.  The 
farmers  hero  are  -ett'n;  in  the  way  of  sowlt.r;  their  whoat  in  ^June  so  thrt  itVLl  take  a 
start  before  the  dry  weatner.  It  is  thot  that  it  makes  much  the  bHst  w^ieft  cvnd  the  most 
it. 

There  wnv  a    oocsiderable  e3cciteE*at  Ifist   jpiraner  about  th^    -old   on   Torapoon  and  Frazier's 
Rivers  a-.d   it   is  thot  that  there  will  be  a  rush  thire   n«xt   sumTier.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
what  t!  -T-9  is  f.old  very  plentiful  b'jt  th'i  Indians  w' 11  be  in  the  wav  o?  a  t,'0(xl  riany.  Ther 
are  othfjrs  thrt  no  thing-will  atop  if  tl>»re  is  .;;;old  there,     I  was   in  hopes  that  General 
Hafvey  would  put  an  end  to  th^  "ar,   the,  we  >ir,ve  not  ^luch  d"  ■."irjlty  v'-'     th^  I'ldi'-^ns   for 
more  than  2  years,  ViTiy  General  Harvey  was   called  wawy  so  soon  before  he  er.terod   into  the 
field   I  can-.ot   locm,  hm   I   suspect  thf*.   as   it   is  beliaved   tlia.    th -r-e  wil?.  ho  a  h  sivy  emi 
gratlon  this  y^r  to  Or^i^on  thpt   it  i  s  neoosaary  to  protect  the  emigrants  Jrora  the  Indian 
on  their  way—  no  not  Indiaria,  but  liornons,  for  X  beli-r/e  thet  all  tht^  ififf icultirs  as  ye 
with  the  Indiana  were  either  Mormnna  or   Indiana  sat  on  by  the  Moraons.    I  havj  no  ooubt  bu 

that   rT^n  thrt  ws   skinned  r;.livo,    s\id  to  ')'3  do.is  by  tho  Iidicns  was   s'.cinr.ed  by  the     M  rmo     i 
General  *^rvey  has  not  gone  yet  but   I  understand  thtit  he  has  to  50  as  soof;  as  thg  iipring 
ciT?3.  He  hn  ■  nade  a  turn  over   siiioo  hn  hf^.s  ooae.   ^eflflre  ha  cane  t  ho  Military  Officers  wo 
not   let  thP.'   pa»^  of  Orr*.  be  settled  which  was  purchased  from  the  Oiuse  Indians  east  oft     I 
Caska-le  !'t3.   and  th--y  did  aiors  for  t.,o  lud  l?.r.3  tl.an   *:'"!ey  did  for  the   :»h  t-s.  ."'ut   General       I 
Ilarvey  tells  th«  whites  to  ^o  on  to  settle  it.     He  has  hart    sor.e  Indrans  tried  urd  put  to       I 
death  trtien     the  o  ficers  before  him  proteoted.  He  has  also  fljK3?1®8^tfef^/?Sp<^'^5^^*   oourt- 
marEhalle-^    Col,   Stepto     for  flHt-ing  from  the  Indians  and    letting  the  Indiana  take  the  bag 
ga,-,e  wa-ons,  but  viVt^  was  t\\n  ras'jlt   I  ha'"?  rot  he&rd,     Trm'-.  will     e  quite  an  -ifni  oration 
from  tViH  ■>  illf. 'lotto  V'll-jy  in  thfl  Spri  n§r  to  the  Ciuse  Oonntry  east  of  the  Casoades.   It   is 
said  to  bo  th-^  .  eat  and  h«althiest  part  of  Orajou.      T  should   like  to  have  a    "sirM  on  the       A 
U«BSitilla  at  the  foot,  V^^at  sitie  of  the  3luo  iJts.    •   great   -^any  adinirred  that  plaoe  when  com 
inp:  to  Orejron   •      One  difficjlty  in   settleinp  that  ••ountry  '.vill  be  the  want   of  timVer,   but 
on  th?  L"na    ilia,   or  near  the  Blue  f«Ita,  timber  can  be  ?»d.     A  toher  dlffir-ulty  is  thf't  it 
will  be  far  froco  rj,rket.     Lverythin^^  f.at   th'    fiir-or  h  ~  to  b-y  vdll   -.•osr  hi.^h  ;.-.r.d   can  se 
nothin-     ut   oattle  erd  horses  unless  it  toay  be  to  his  nei-hbora.  V/hat  nak  >b  it  worse  than 
it   would  be  otherv/ise  is  the  number   of  falls  in  tho  Colunbla  ©re  so  great  that  boats  osnn 
go  up  it.     Those  thft  a -e  foreharded   onoufh   can   f,o  and  raise  stock  and  do  well  for  airtiile 

I  think  that    -ress,   ^t   least  all  th.'i.t  I  srk  vill  soon  eat   out  ard   th-.n  it   is  none.  I  thi 
it  V.     1  d  do  to  sow  tari?     rass  and  do  fine.     I  am  not   fore-hfnded  enough  to    ',0  ther^  yet 
ano  am  coin;  well  horr,    3  years.     I  t,ot  'iy  Ist  heifer  wit'-,  oalf.   I  had  tv.o  yoke  of  oxen* 
>;0W  I  hav«  got  28  hea  1 ,  bit  and  little,  aid  I  expect  14  of  an   increase.     I  have  got  an 
old   "naro  a  d  a  c   It.     Tho  re-.ra  is   old  a  d  is  fit    fo-  nothinr,  b',:t   to  br-^iod.     I  expect  she 
will  V'-.v^  anoth'^r   nolt  in  the  iSprin^-,     I  hove  a  very  rood  horse  wh  -ch   I  sv/apped  a  colt  fo 
last  F'.ll  ario    I   swapped  ny  If.st  yoke  of  oxrjn  for  a  3  ;-r,  filly.   :]hn  in  nov;  an  inch  or  oor 
15  hands,  "hen   sho    -eta  her   (^rnrwth  and   spreads  sJ  e  w  11  be  an  hanAaone  a   roar  .•  a  s  you   ever 
saw.   She  is  worth  now  200  dollars,     '  ere  Is  need   or   my  ptock  to  iiior-^ase  fcr  my  family  is 
Isrge,  We  hav?  11  children  living.     lioyal  Froman  will  be  14  months  old  the  17th   of  Feb.   I 
will  now  stop  ar.d    Icav;  roon  f  .jt    •ryihena   to  write  some.     The  pripsr  is  //  scmev;)  at  heavy 
anr    i:'  i     does  not  becuL^  weighted  do»jn  loo  p^iuoh  v.ithnews  th«  tinie  Trypheria  is  done  writi 
I  will  put    In  9    little  wl.tfit.      Ho  r^ood   bye  f or  li-if.    presep.tj     J.fJ.Roasor  er.      Fe-,    5th   1859. 
Dear  Sister j     As  Mr.    y?**asoner  has  left  a   space  I  oheerv  fully  oiibraoe  the  opportunity 
of  conversing  with   one  I  lov-^   sl  dea^-ly,  Mlt'o  so  far  av.ay  the  tie  oar.   ot  he  broken.   «jo' a 
by  days  will  oome  to  mind  a   sweet  ro  «''ibrfti.ce  of  many  happy  ho  irs  v;e  lifavo  spent  in  prayer 
ard  praise  together.     Altho  Vkt  apart,  we  can   fneot  at  t;,«^t  ror:9  of  -',moe  i:d   feel  we  are 
Piade  n«a"   ov  the  bloo-J   of  Christ,  and  a  few  rnore  days  and  where  shall  wo  be?  I  trust  we       ^ 
sliall  rieet  aro  .nd   tbnt   da'zlinf,  throne  //  there   to  unite   in   ore   oott";   of  praj  ao  forever.       Q 
Sh'-ill  all   our  dear  childrefi  be  with  us  is  the  nnxt  thot.    Are  we  trainin/;  thiem  for  Christ? 

'ill  Hio  bloof'  b')  applied  to   the'r  h'jr'-ts?      "h,  th' t  vtu  lony  bo  a^   or-?   unjtod   faroily. 

I  owo  an  apolony  for  send  r  s;  my  last   latter  unfinished.  1  had  a  school  here  ard  as  I 
wa  ■;  fo  ning  the  i»per  with  t)  a  hair  tho    Or:  ldr«n  'vero  stardir..;  by  an.     look'n^  or,    it  was 
time  to  tako   in  school  t>nd  before  I  thot  wh«it  I  was  about  I  sealed  it.  1  I  was  oaloulating 

0  unswer  Tryjnena's  letter  a  rr'   9  :i  I  did  not,   T  v  11  now  for  I  vms  very  rlad  to  hear 
from  her.     Trvpnena  Reasoner.  ' ' 


page  J 
Hy  dear  Nieoej      I  was  very  r.letd  to  get  a   lot<  ►^r  from  ■/  u.  You  say  you  renenber  -.e  when  I 
was  thor-e  a.;'   yoi;  v;o   Id  '  e  ^lad  to   son  'jo  all.  ' 'i'   she  Id  >©  qu'to  a-    -lid  to  c  pts  a  11  c  f  yo 
you.     You  say  you  are   ^oin?,  to  school.   ThHt   is  rirht.  fJet  a  good   education  and  aoove  all 
be  a  Christiat.    ■  oi-  th;- 1    ia  of  2io;'c  vf-lus  ti  an  anythin-.   olsft  arc'  w;   -rs  is  "'Vf.ncis  and   Luo;>i 
and   •■'ary?     Tell  them  for  me  to  bo  Christians,   pray  sarnostly  to  Christ  to  pardon  all  your 
sins,   "our   little  ooi!:-i:j  iartha   ^iv-'in    -oo^   ovi.Jo'.c-s  +-;'f  t   ah-  i  ,s  a  Christie r,     ?•  e  ?hi"ldren 
often  sp^ak  of  their  fri-^nds  in  the  states  ard  would  be 'lad   to  8e>^  you  all. 
■">'  r   te  as   soon  R'    you  ^,et  thfs  a:.-    F  rare  is  t0(  « 
From  your  own     T.R. 
P. 3.     (■   ,I^^y,   a.-,    loci    ill  his  .'fo' ldt)riC3  har.  r«»st    o'lr   letn  far  apsfrt  t-at  wo  ocnnot    see 
each  othfir,  do  f.ot  all  your  likneases  ti  kun  and   send   them  by  Mr,  paynond's  pwople  in  the 
Spring  'iJ  .:    7  shkll  estear.;  it  a  ^  roar,  favor, T.''. 

Fron  J(.ooph  P'^asor.or,    -ror   of  F^njamin  to  Rov.   J,"  .Paasoner,   ivin  :   ir   Or-j^on. 

New  Cutaberland,  Grant  Co.   Indiana  July  26,   IbG? 
Dear  Con  sin  J      I  received  your  letter   .'.n  due  tin<;  t  nc  was     er;,'  £;lad  to  beer  from  yen.   I  dbd 
not  know  (until  I  received   your  letter)  whether  you  wore  diAd   or  alive.   It  wa:;  our  threat 
prandfat'-.sr  i)ft   cja   e  frc'r-i   'onr."  y  a;:-'   hi:j  rurn«  vh.^  ?Moholar..      Tt  v/aa   our   ;^r?at   -randfathiy 
Spears  who  left  a  neetinf  in  France  ft-.d    for^^iot  his  hat.     He  rr.r   ri,ht    from  tho  meeting  and 
all  who  \:rjro   the -o  vv  re-  killed  except  j;reat    ;r->ndfather  "-poars  and   n-'e  other  man  and  that 
other  man  w.y  hab  i  been  Peter  K-onan.     I  do  not  know  his  naine  and  don't  know  v/h.at  tho  name 
of  our   ^Tpat   :-«n.<noth3r  i-prjara  was.      It  rxp.y  hr  ^  n  heon  ^-onj-.n  f '^r  atiythi".     I   V-htv.  "lien 
Great,  i^ndfath^r  Sp-iers  ran  from  the  Catholios  he  ran  to  Gernacy,  there  he  --tarried  a  nermai 
girl  ar.c'   after^/^rd.n  h-toa  le  to  Arn'^rina, 

',fy  fathe.'  died  Jan  23,   1&44     Voth^r.  di^d  in  Sept.   1864.   "Iiey  both   lived  with  me  for  S 
or   4  yf/rs  btfcr*?   fat;  er  dla-'  t    d   ",rM*-->r   -■  rtinu^d   to  -^ke  "-'er  homo  with   ns  until  her  deah 
My  brot.Viers  bt-v    aiater.-.  ar     1 11  deed  er.?.?!pt     acob  sn-.-'   Polly  a   .^   Sallie  '-.nd   I   think  Noah  is 

living,  i^o  was  living  in  Mo,  ar .-'    I  Kcvo  not  heard    of  his  iaath    so  I   suppor-e  he  is  Irving 
yrft,    Irot'-.ar  "on   ".i  'c'  alont    1  yer^r  a^:o,   T^r>  v«  s   Ivin-   it;  Washin'ton  Iotkq.  V.hen  ho  diftd, 
on      of  ;ny  brothers  John's   sons  visited  tie  a  I  cut  a   yea-  a'^;o,   John's  family  all  live  in  Cal, 
except   -^cha-'d  v/ho  Ijv^s     ?~r  hore  Bid   J'mwho  lives  in  "^sxarj.   Peter'r  wif     a-.d    fnn.ily  all 
live  within   10  iiiles  of  her©  exoei;t   one   of  th»  I'irls.   She   1' ves  in  Ohio,  "'y  sister  ^oliael 
M<ll<*r'L;   ^•>)i   .  ren   15  v  •    i-    ^hio,   all  thr      ar-   I'vii.;    o-f  tr.ora.  "or.f;  o**  f  (^m  «\  re  d  «r  d .   T  be- 
lieve all   that  are  living   of   my  sister  Nancy     ill's   -jhildren   live  near  Val  ariso,Ind.   Jicd) 
and  ft    •  ly  liv^>  n-vut  4  "-fl^-  from  f  nvn.     .;is^^e^  w< Hie  Dor>n  lives  at  !'ew  Cunnorl'nd,    She 
is  a  widow  now.     Part  of  )  er  children  are  deed,  the  rest  all  live  closa  to  ^u^berland   exodb 
ono  girl  ard  liv-is  in   iVatt,   Kanan^i.     ist-ar  Polly  Geaso'"^  hus'^ar.d  hasbeen  dead   dorathing 
ner  r  2>7  yoars  a  q    si  e  is  married  again  toa  kph  by  th";  nar.T5  of  }tease  arc!   is   living:   in  Putnan 
and    Putr.   z\   in  Ju  •  t  aaroos  tho  ♦'ive"   "rora  Gar.'isvil' e,    Ohio  and   is   in  rerility   on"*.-   a   i«rt   of 
Oa:  esville.     Oni?  oT  her  -  iris  lives   in  Car.esvilie  and  I  don't  knov»  whe -e  the  rest  :f  thea 
live,     i'olly  vva       nrri«?d  to  'faase  about   H   or  7  yef  rs  a  ;o,  I  belie  o  all  c-i'  ny  newphewa  ft^d 
nieces  are     s.rried  exc«  t  two  of  Jacob's    ihi  Idren.     1  have  two  sons  li  vin;^,   Samuel  and 
B'^njamin.     I  had  6   c'lildron  by  :\y  Lit  wife,    but  4  of*  then  ditid   in   infancy.   -Ay  i.<resont  T/ife 
and  I  hnv?   been  married   s  iice  43  but  wa  ne-fa;-  had  any  children.     'ly  sons  ''oth  livti  in  lovja 
Samuel  '.&s  9  children.llvin  ;  and   3  dead,      "''en  ha  <!  4  living  and  3  d/'^ad   .  whioh  ■'P-kes  ne 
grandfather   of  19  ohildren.    T  have   18   .'reat  grand  hildron  livi-,?;  a-.d  3  dead.   Ong  o  f  my 
grardscns  liv-s  with   m<9  ard    his  wife  is  tho  writer   of  th:8    letter  and    gh'j  has  two  brisk 
little  children  which  oakes  the  {  lao'j  lo  k  very  nu'?h   Ike  home.      Ono  of  thorn  is  'j    little 
over  2  y '"^rs  old  an:    is  at   -rejs' t     ot  a  pfroil  try.'n  ;  to  write  a   letter  for  "i^f^npa". 
Joseph  Reasuner. 

Thismxt   letter  whioh  ir.  in  tho  poss-jst^ion    of  Frank  i^err:  IT  Hoaso' er  of  "'ast     >  i,le  ''■t. 
Belli!    haa,  '  n   h.     ^>^   is  a    son   of  Henry    .rba  RHas-">nor,    sen   of  J,",  etc.     Thig   lett-ir  wis 
•opied  by  hie  caa.hter    Jloenor  P.oaso'er     Fob  14,    1932,     It  was   n-ie  of  the  old   ".t .la  vhiioh 
was  folded  n  d   soiled,  ?]:-    aldresiMap  v.-ritt-^n  upon  th•^  back  and  a   notation  ma-le  of  t"  r; 
amomt    of   poeta  ;re.pf.  id,   1st   is  riv^in  the   outside  and  then  tho  cor.tor.ts. 
0    Gallipolis,   o,   r;»pt  20,    1823     25^ 
'.r.   :>ancls  l/orthiway 
Cnmpbell  "ovn 
at^ubeti   To. 

S-.ate  of  N.v. 
Sudbury.  r,ept  17,    1823. 
■""yy  de<  ''   listen      I   received  yo-r   letter  whioh  you  wrote  to  ne,    just-   peru!^etj    i'^   ■.•\d   let 


Dr.  Know  Irs  tnke  it  p- d   it  wss  tl  o   iHst  I  hpve   see-    of  it.     I  p.m  nov;  Rbout   150  miles  fVora 
(above)  Cinoinnati  by  water  e   d  abo  it  130  from  Knowlsses, 

I  '.fiv.i  bs.T,-    s'.'^k   '^^er  sinoe  tho  1st    of  Insx.  May.   I  was  tcvken  with  th".  bilious  fever 
it  was  turn<»u   to  tfie  a^^ue  and  have  had  th^.t  ever  sinoe  except  a    few  days  at  a  time  the 
ague  l«rt  na.     It  la  the  ;nojt  siokly  time  in     y  life.    I  ov^r  knew  hfl'-e  at   i^ariotta  where 
they  have  15  or  20  stores  they  have  shut  all  hut  one  anc    soar  ely  one  ho  ise  in  town  but 
what  t  •"re  pro  sono  si  ok.     -^nd   for  20  xdles  on  tlie  road  ihore  are  not  -nore  than  two  faral 
liestht^t  can   say  tl.ey  ar«  well  ai.c   raany  ar  •  all  sick  a  no  many  dyi:  g  daily. 

J  bf^vebr?er  blest  with  my  health    slno  ■  I  hav-^  been  in  this  country  until  thin  sb'  son.   I 
have  been   trt.ciinji  on  the  Ohio  H,   much    of  the  time  and   I  havobeen  hern  ane  an  at  Cincinnati 
as   T'Th  as  any  other  place,  as  ttiis   is  the  plaoe  I  trdde  at.     I  ha  ve  been  in  Knowl^s  last 
July  end    tf.ey  v/q--  ail  v/oll  but  Vgther  she  was   siok  wher   1  was  tV  ere  a  nd   espeotin^  every 
day   to  bfl    -i  r«ker, 

Lwther  and  ..aria  were  both  married  la^^t  new  year,  '-e.ria  narriod  Wtill  end  Luther  a  good 
decent  .rirl  out  of  a  resoe'-itablo  f'.taily  thou  poor.  Alonno  is  studyln-  lav  ar-d  bids  fair  t> 
make  abip;ht   lawyer.  Ha  a  :■;   Luther  have  both   Joined  the     Methodist  Churrsh. 

I  should  bo    :.lad  to  •  ave  bn  inlerviw  with  you  as  I  used,  to  i!:  Ve-nont  whe -e  all  ms 
pea«Q  hru   b.£;r!iony  buL   I  tuisl  bo  resigned  to  riy  lot   let   i1    be  vh  \   it  -Jiay.      I  h-.ve  thot  mo» 
of  you  this  s  oner  th.an  I  have  all  th^  ti:ie  I  have  been  he-e  before  but"  have  net  beard  any 
thing  iVora  you   sinoe  your  last     otter.   '?ut  hope  that  after  you  receive  thi  -   I  sahll  have 
letter   imraed lately  from   you. 

I  have  a  ein  settled  aysilf  for  life,  was  narried  the  10th  day  of   last   -n  nth  to  Miss 
Chloe  Lfarian  Sisson  aiv.l   Bh»  is  nn-.v  ver ,-  s:.ok  wit.h  the  revBr.  Sbe  v/as  tak-^^n   last  Friday.the 
4th  duy  ai'ter  w    ^  ot   to  keopiu?;  h  ruse,  and   tirr.s  let     th-.  5th  dcy   of  her  sokness.    T  hope  for 
the     ^at   but  do  not  knov/  how   it  will  terminate. 

I  read  a   letter  written  fro:;  Dav     T     untridy  (?)     to  Mra.   Hill  in  whi ih  h«.  wrote  that 
Ma  was  v.^ll.     Bi  also  wrote  o^'  th-  death   of  h5  3   "lother  pnd    she  thf^t  was  so  siok  (?)   Sibly 
but  not  a  word  about  brother  K.P.  _  rr.elin   (?)     neither  of  any  of  our  raV-tivis. 

.    I  >.avf)  soar  oly  hf;nrd   ^ropi  R  ch«l   sinoe   I   left  Ve-nont.     '  ros  in  this  nart  of  the 
country  httve  coo-.a  ir.  rafchor  li;-ht  t   is  season..   My  paper  is  written     I  nust  bid  you  Adieu 

".'o'^rs  affecti^.nalt.ay       Liithor  case  (?) 

Give     niy  love  tc  all  inquirin  -   friends  if  any  and  write  tbe  1st   oprjort'inity  an     di»'eot     I 
your   lotter  to  Cincinnati   or  Galliapolis,Ohio   . 

(This   lette  ■  ijoatains  to  t  h?^  ft^raily  of  tiie  wjfe  of  J.    .Raasoner.      H    show?  t^'e  effeot 
of  rr^'.lE.ria   upon   tho  early  Inhabita   ts  alom;  the  Ohio.) 


Letter  dated  T)90.   14,   1930  from  :  rs.  }fel?tha  Raasoner  '/^  Storment  of  Yoncalla,   Ore.  to 
Lt.  Gol.  I.'./...  Hoasoner,   V.**:  h.    '.'.l:  . 

Dear  r,irj    I  am  -.lad  to  help  you  an  muoh  as  I   oan  wM-h  is  not    much.   I  was^rn  1849  so  you 
see   r  arn  aot  a    cprinj:  chicken  yet  what   I  remember  is  very  vivid.   1  neve-  will  for'-et  »eeirr 
Henry  Vjar.hburn»s  oarents  orying  and  callinr,  to  him  wh   le  he  v»as  dror.-nin,-  in  the  I'latto  R. 
He  ha..;   ridden   our  Ware  "Puss"   out  after  tho  cattleerd  \/hen  ho  oa-ie  to  a   jump  off  in  the  R. 

she  refused   to  t;o  on.     He  jumped    from  her  and  told  her  t  o  f;o  to  H .   They  called  to  hinto 

hold   to  her  tail  but  he  did   not  do   so  and  they  neve"  sav;  him  s.rain, 

'Chere  m     a   aurder  cooraitted,    o-.o  uame  I  have  forB;otten  but  the  other  was  i^onohue,  Tte 
I  hetra  them  tell  a  bout  Fr-ther  marrying:  a    riouple  but  hevo  forr'.otton  their  junas. 

Fat}  ar  did  not  keep  i-    aly  one  train  fear  they  all  wanted  to,' a  •;.'.  did  travel  on  the  SabbA 
whioh  h..  would  not  do..     I  ao  not  b-iliove  t  ?  t  we  w  re  ovir  o-.it  of  s?  ^ht   of  \t?,.  ons  ^or  the      1 
i^oad  was  llnoo.   There  was  th«  heaviest  inirration  tbe.t  year  t).f<t   ever   -a^e  to"or«'on. 

I  renember  Father  bein^  bitten  by  a  wolf  tbut   .^ot   into  oarap.  .\fter  oaasinr  t'- a  rapids  at 
the  rir.l  03,  we  -ane  on  to  Portland   in  a  boat  which  was  called   "?!u Itntmah . ""'  Frota  Portland 
we  went   to  Forest  Grove  and  wero  amon-  fire  people, 

I  ^<nov.-  %vhat  it  is  to  be  awakened  in  tho  ni' ht  and  told.  "-The  Indians  ere  ojinln-:  and  thai 
gom?',  to  a  pla  e   of  refugo.  I  ap  rer-iate  your  efforts  in  trvinf    tc  preserve  the  history 

of  the  Foasor.ers  and   I  hope  that   I  aahll  some  tirae  have  the    L^leasure  of  meetinr  you. 
In  18GG     I  was  j»rried  to  A.F..Storraent .     He  was  a  good   r-an  ana  died   in   1909. 

''i^^ned  '-*rtha  F.Roasoner  ^torment.  ^i 

The  v/ritjr  of  th:i^  bove  is  1st  cousin  to  ^ol,  Rensoner's   father.  vj 

.'liore  of     rs.   Ctor -.rjnts  'Mjnaents  in  othor   letters. 

1.  They  left  Iowa  early  in  «y  1852  and  arrived  at  Portland  on  th'*  8th  of  .Yovi  of  the  s« 
year,  Gha  do.3s  mf  reoall  hovi  ma-  y  people  ana  how  .mny  wagons  started  and  how  rany  arrived 
at  the  destination,     ^he  family  oa.ne  down  t}ie  ooluinbla  R.  from  the  Dalles  and  d:d  not  come 


page   11 
over  thrt  old    Barlow  Trail  whi^ih  crosses  the  lower  pertion  of  Mt .  Hood, 

ShH  doH     not  rec&H  if  tliero  wero  eiiy  li&.    iea  born  eu  route.     They  lived   on  gaa©  as 
muoh  an  possible  to  se'.--re  it.     They  usually  had  two  -neals  daily  oonsiatln-  n»lniy  of  mush 
and  milk  ^lUh   suci    j:t  :..o  as  f.us  ttvbilfcble.  :;oea  t-ol   think  they  unharnessed  at  noon.  Their 
father  'id  not  travel  on  Sunday,   The  milk  was  obta  r.ed  from  thn  cows  which  they  drove  ttcrm 
the  plt-icis  with  ther:. 

They  oic  not  have  nny  rojjular  guide  who  had  beer,  boroas  before.  One  of  the  greatest 
prohlons  v^s  to  secure  \»i:oi  w  ui.  zl.i-y  r.oeus.  it  atic:  in  -^.be  qu(i;,tity  r.ooessary  for  their  tB 
needs,  Thay  usually  htni  to  drive  the  oatule  away  from  ttie  roaa  nad  kee  a  guard  on  then  aU 
of  t}\a  ti;ae,   Tho  fi-uily  draul;  iu.llk  instead    of  w&tnr. 

They  vier-j  not   in  -oi.tact  w5t.^    any  of  the  j^reat  Buffalo  herds  but  m  vj  tl  em  at  a  oiatrmce. 
The   iacr-uc!»s   apdkan   o;'  in  t.  ^^  etory  of   the  I  rip  did   not  go  aloru';  wit'    theaatae  train  as  the 
Rees  oners..    Up  to  that  tiae  tho  thorcs  had  been  no  serious  Ind  an  depreactions,  as  far  as  shs 
knows.     'iLc>  In^itns  frequently  cano  into  cf.mp  aid  vq  a  alnayg  friendly.   There  fes  always 
6  £;rof-^    tro  ible  forc^in;;  the  rivHrs.  "-hen  th^^y  arrived  at   i^ortland,    it   oonislsteci   or  only  a 
few  hoiia   s,     he  A  laily  loft  U.ojr  stock  at  tl'ie  Dullaa  and  wero  never  able  to  .;ot  it  af;aia. 
Henry  ;  .   '^.oesoner,   t    a  writer  o"  th'->  story,  died  Nov,    18,   1927,     T^ie  savrnill  which  the 
fanily  put   up  wa,j  loc&tec.  a  .  :"u&liton,  prom  this  place  tl  ey  wert  to  Ct.  okamas  no,  a -iC  Iron 
there  to  Soappoose     23  mHqs  bolow  Portland.     From  there  they  v--erit  to    -arii^n  ^o,  and  then 
to  Linn  Co,         ihe  says  tiat  si  e  ha:,  always  been  faiiiliar  witl;  tliH  tradition  ti.at  the 
fa  Tlly  is  of  Huguenot   origin. 
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